
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)
• Big picture question (1 min.)
• Giant timeline (1 min.)
• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)
• Key passage (5 min.)
• Group game (5–10 min.)
• Sing and give offering (3–12 min.)
• Missions moment (3 min.)
• Announcements (2 min.)
• Prayer (2 min.)
• Additional idea 

Noah and the Ark
Unit 1 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 6–9

STORY POINT: God punished sin 
but chose to rescue Noah and his family.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is God? God is our Creator 

and King.
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LEADER Bible Study
Adam and Eve left the garden to start a life out in the world. Despite the 
grief of their sins, imagine their joy as their family grew. With each birth, 
maybe Eve hoped this son would be the one to end the curse of sin, to 
crush the head of the snake. (Gen. 3:15) But Adam and Eve witnessed 
sin’s effects on their own children: Cain murdered Abel. Cain was not the 
Promised One, and neither was Abel.

Some time later, Eve gave birth to another son, Seth. Seth lived 912 years. 
He saw the earth’s population grow as God sustained generation after 
generation. Less than 20 years after his death, Seth’s sixth-great-grandson, 
Noah was born.

By this time—10 generations after Adam—people had stopped following 
God. Scripture describes a deplorable situation: “Human wickedness was 
widespread on the earth … every inclination of the human mind was 
nothing but evil all the time” (Gen. 6:5).

God decided to send a flood to cleanse the earth. He was right to punish 
this sin. The waters would cover the earth and destroy everything. God 
graciously chose to save one man and his family, so he warned Noah about 
the flood and told him to build an ark.

Noah believed God’s warning about the coming judgment. He obediently 
worked to build the ark. But the work took years, and Noah likely faced 
ridicule from his friends and neighbors. Was Noah crazy, building a boat 
where there was no water?

Finally, God’s judgment came. Floodwaters covered the earth. Every living 
thing was destroyed, but Noah and his family were safe inside the ark. God 
rescued Noah’s family—the family His own Son would be born into. Jesus 
would warn of God’s coming judgment too, but instead of condemning 
the world, Jesus would give up His life to rescue sinners.
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Noah and the Ark
Genesis 6–9

Adam and Eve had many children and grandchildren. One day, 
God looked at all the people on earth and saw that they were choosing 
to sin. Every person’s thoughts were evil, and God was sad that He 

made people. God decided to send a flood to destroy all 
the creatures on the earth and to clean up the 

world.
God showed favor to a man named 
Noah. Noah was a righteous man; 

he followed God. God warned 
Noah about the flood. He told 
Noah to make an ark to save 
himself, his family, and all 
kinds of animals.

God told Noah exactly 
how to make the ark. God 
said that He would make 
an agreement, or covenant, 
with Noah and his family. 

Noah did everything that God 
commanded.

When the ark was finished, 
God told Noah to go inside. Noah 

went inside with his family and the 
animals, and God shut the door. Rain 

came for 40 days and 40 nights, and water 
rose from the ground. Noah was 600 years old when 

this happened.
Now the ark floated on top of the water. The water rose higher and 

higher until all of the mountains were covered. Every living thing on 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the story, 
draw simple sketches 
on a chalkboard or 
dry erase board  for 
Noah, his family, the 
ark, the animals, and 
so on.

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count how 
many times they hear 
the name Noah in the 
story.

the earth died; only Noah and those with him survived.
Finally, the rain stopped and the water started to go 

down. Noah waited inside the ark until the ground was 
dry. Then God told Noah to bring all the people and 
animals out of the ark. So Noah did. Noah built an altar 
and gave an offering to the Lord. God promised Noah 
that He would never completely flood the earth again.

God told Noah and his family to spread out over the 
earth and fill it with people. God placed a rainbow in the 
sky as a special sign of the covenant He made with Noah. 
Every time Noah and his family saw the rainbow, they would 
know God remembered the promise He made with all the 
living creatures on earth.

Christ Connection: God rescued Noah and his family from 
the flood. The story of Noah points ahead to a greater rescue. 
God’s Son, Jesus—the only perfectly righteous One—came to 
take the punishment for our sin. By trusting in Him, we are 
saved from the punishment our sin deserves.
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TEACH the Story
SESSION TITLE: Noah and the Ark
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 6–9
STORY POINT: God punished sin but chose to rescue Noah and his family.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b-17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Trevor is sitting on a bike in a stand, pedaling and testing out 
the brakes. Camille walks in with sand all over her feet. She 
tracks sand all over the stage.]
TREVOR • Hey, Camille! What’s with all the sand? And 

please wipe your feet before you make a mess of my 
bike shop.

CAMILLE • Oops, sorry. I didn’t realize I still had sand 
everywhere.

TREVOR • That doesn’t answer the question of where the 
sand came from. [Grab a broom. Start sweeping as 
Camille continues speaking.]

CAMILLE • Oh I was just out for another amazing bike ride. 
This time I rode by the beach. It was so peaceful 
looking out over the water. I had to stop for a bit and 
walk in the sand. I guess the sand wanted to come 
back with me!

TREVOR • I’m glad you got to go to the beach. [Laughing] 
Next time just leave the beach there.  

CAMILLE • Will do. It’s amazing though, isn’t it? How huge 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• bike stand
• bike
• sand (optional)
• broom
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the ocean looks when you’re standing on the shore! It 
makes me feel so small.

TREVOR • I know what you mean. The ocean seems to go 
on forever. Can you imagine if the whole earth was 
covered in water?

CAMILLE • Yikes, that sounds scary!
TREVOR • That’s actually what our Bible story is about 

today. And even though it’s scary to imagine the 
earth covered in water, this story shows us how 
loving and gracious God is.

Big picture question (1 min.)
CAMILLE • The big picture question we’ve been learning 

about is, Who is God? Does anyone remember the 
answer? [Invite kids to respond.] That’s exactly right.

TREVOR • God is our Creator and King. God is a good 
and just King. Everything He made is for His glory, 
and all of creation is under His authority. Because 
God created us, only He deserves our praise. We 
worship God alone. 

Giant timeline (1 min.)
CAMILLE • We’ve learned a lot about God from our 

Bible stories so far. God created everything, and 
everything He created was good. Then we learned 
that God created people in His own image, and 
He loves us. Sadly, Adam and Eve broke God’s law, 
and their sin separated them from God. Today we 
will hear what happened next in our big story about 
God’s plan to send Jesus. Things got worse before 
they got better. Our story today is called “Noah and 
the Ark.” 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Genesis 6–9. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips provided with the Bible story script to help you tell the 
story, or watch the Bible story video “Noah and the Ark.”
TREVOR • God created everything that we see. In the 

beginning, everything was perfect. When Adam and 
Eve disobeyed, sin infected all of creation. Not only 
did sadness and pain come into the world, but people 
ever since Adam and Eve have been born in sin. This 
means that in addition to choosing to disobey God, 
our hearts are broken. We cannot choose to love 
and obey God on our own. In the generations after 
Adam and Eve, sin spread over the world and people 
did evil and wicked things more and more. Their sin 
broke God’s heart. God is a loving Father who wants 
His children to love and obey Him. So when He saw 
how full of sin the people had become, He was sad 
that He had made them.

CAMILLE • Sin deserves punishment. The Bible says in 
Romans that the wages, or fair payment, for sin is 
death. Remember that sin is thinking, saying, or 
behaving in any way that goes against God and His 
commands. But God is perfectly holy, and we were 
created to love and worship Him. That’s why sin is 
such a huge problem.

So although it might at first seem harsh that God 
flooded the earth, we know that God is right to judge 
and punish sin. Thankfully, God is merciful as well 
as just. God punished sin but chose to rescue Noah 
and his family. God did not have to rescue anyone, 
but He chose to anyway.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Noah and the Ark” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ Connection
TREVOR • Noah’s story shows us how merciful God is. 

Noah was sinful and, like everyone else, didn’t 
deserve to be rescued. God punished sin but chose 
to rescue Noah and his family. God did not have to 
rescue anyone. He created the world, so He has the 
right to destroy it. It is so good to know our God is 
loving and merciful to save us when we don’t deserve 
it.

CAMILLE • God rescued Noah and his family from the 
flood. The story of Noah points ahead to a greater 
rescue. God’s Son, Jesus—the only perfectly 
righteous One—came to take the punishment for 
our sin. By trusting in Him, we are saved from the 
punishment our sin deserves.

Group demonstration (5 min.)
Display a clear container of water with a small toy person 
figure that sinks. Place the person in the container and show 
the kids how the toy sinks to the bottom. The water is like 
sin, and we are like the toy—unable to rescue ourselves. 
Then show the kids a toy boat that can float even when the 
other figure is placed in it. Reach into the water and retrieve 
the sunken toy. Place it in the boat.
TREVOR • The toy we dropped in the water couldn’t float 

on its own. There was nothing it could have done 
to avoid sinking in the water. In some ways, that 
provides a picture of what it’s like for us in sin. We 
cannot save ourselves. We naturally sink into sin.

CAMILLE • God punished sin but chose to rescue Noah 
and his family. Noah could not have done anything 
to save himself from the flood apart from God’s 

Tip: Consider using 
your Bible and 
the gospel poster 
provided to explain 
to kids how to 
become a Christian. 
Anytime you invite 
kids to respond 
in a large group 
setting, make sure 
you have counselors 
available to 
speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.

• clear container
• water
• person figure
• toy boat
• towels
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instructions to build an ark. In a similar way, we 
are powerless against sin until Jesus saves us. When 
we believe in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives 
us new life with Him forever. We could not rescue 
ourselves so God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Review (4 min.)
TREVOR • The story of Noah and the ark is one that may 

be familiar to you. Let’s review what we’ve heard and 
find out if there’s more to learn!

Invite the kids to answer the following questions.
1. Why did God send rain on the earth? (The world 

was full of evil and deserved judgment. People thought 
about evil all the time; Gen. 6:5)

2. Why did God rescue Noah? (Noah found favor with 
God, and God showed mercy to Noah and his family; 
Gen. 6:8)

3. What did God tell Noah to build? (an ark, 
Gen. 6:14)

4. How long did it rain on the earth? (40 days and 
nights, Gen. 7:17)

5. What did Noah do when he left the ark? (He built 
an altar and worshiped God, Gen. 8:20)

6. What did God promise Noah? (He would never 
again destroy the earth with a flood, Gen. 8:21)

7. Who is God? God is our Creator and King.
8. What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?
9. What does this story teach me about myself?

10. Are there any commands in this story to obey? 
How are they for God’s glory and my good?

11. Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
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How do they help me trust and love God?
12. How does this story help me live on mission better?

Key passage (5 min.)
TREVOR • Our key passage says that all things were created 

for Jesus. We were created to bring glory and honor 
to His name. But sin gets in the way of that. When 
we live apart from God, we are slaves to sin. That’s 
not the kind of life God created us to live. Jesus came 
to give us freedom from the power of sin. He came 
to free us so we can love and serve Him joyfully!

Read Colossians 1:16b-17 and encourage the kids to read 
along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for kids 
to read. You may also sing the key passage song.

Group game (5–10 min.)
ARK RELAY

CAMILLE • I have a great game we can play to help us 
remember some parts of the story better.

TREVOR • OK, great!
Form a few teams with four or five kids per team. Give each 
team a laundry basket and a pile of stuffed animal toys, 
about 10 per team. Instruct the teams to line up on one 
side of the room. Each team must load their stuffed animal 
toys into the basket, push it to the other end of the room 
and back, and then unload the basket. The first team to 
complete the relay wins. 
TREVOR • After sin entered the world, evil spread. People 

all over the world were always choosing evil instead 
of obeying God. God decided to flood the earth as 
punishment for sin.

CAMILLE • That’s correct. God punished sin but chose to 

• Key Passage Poster
• “All Things Hold 

Together” song

• laundry basket, 1 per 
team

• stuffed animals, 10 
per team
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rescue Noah and his family. Although the world 
was broken by sin, God still loved His creation. 
Instead of destroying all people and animals, God 
chose to save Noah’s family. Through them, God 
would continue His plan to send Jesus.

Sing and give an offering (3–12 min.)
TREVOR • The story of Noah reminds me of how gracious 

God really is. He takes sin seriously, but He also loves 
us even when we do bad things. We don’t deserve 
God’s love; He gives it as a free gift. 

CAMILLE • Let’s sing and worship our loving God!
Sing “Our Creator and King,” choose the songs provided 
this volume, or sing other songs as time allows.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Display the “Map of London” printable where kids 

can easily see it.
TREVOR • God wants everyone to be rescued from the 

power of sin and death, but He didn’t send an ark 
for us. He sent His Son, Jesus! Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection are good news for sinners. God wants 
everyone who believes in Jesus to share this good 
news with others.

We can share the gospel wherever we live. 
Missionaries often share the gospel in places that 
are not their home, like the Rigney family living in 
London, England. The Rigneys spent time getting 
to know their new city. Take a look at this map of 
London. Do you recognize any of these popular 
landmarks? [Allow kids to look.] You can’t see them on 
this map, but millions of people live in London. We 

• “Our Creator and 
King” song and other 
songs of your choice

• “Map of London” 
printable
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can support the Rigney family by praying they will 
meet and share the gospel with many people. Pray 
that the people of London will trust in Jesus.

Announcements (2 min.)
TREVOR • So Camille, where will you go on your next 

biking adventure?
CAMILLE • Have you ever been to Mount Yakitiyak? It’s a 

gorgeous mountain near here. It’s so tall sometimes 
the clouds cover the top. I think I might take a ride 
around the mountain. Hopefully these bike tires 
won’t wear out!

TREVOR • That sounds like a lot of fun. Don’t forget to 
wear your helmet.

CAMILLE • I never go anywhere without my trusty helmet. 
Before I head out we have some announcements for 
the kids.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)
TREVOR • Let’s pray. Camille, will you lead us?
CAMILLE • I sure will.

God, we thank You for being a merciful and loving 
God. We don’t deserve to be rescued from our sin, 
but we thank You for sending Jesus to save us. We 
ask that you would forgive our sins and help us to 
live lives that bring glory and honor to Your great 
name! Amen.

Additional idea
RAINBOW OF PROMISE

Provide a sheet of paper to each kid. Help the kids draw 

• cotton balls
• glue
• construction paper
• scissors
• markers
• crepe paper 

(optional)
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a cloud, and then instruct the children to cut out their 
clouds. Next, they will glue cotton balls to their clouds. 
Encourage kids to cut strips of colorful construction paper 
or crepe paper to glue into a rainbow pattern coming down 
from the cloud. Along the strips, instruct the kids to write, 
God keeps His promises.
CAMILLE • God punished sin but chose to rescue Noah 

and his family. God showed mercy to Noah and 
made a beautiful promise to never again destroy the 
earth with a flood. God keeps His promises!
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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