
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)
• Big picture question (1 min.)
• Giant timeline (1 min.)
• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)
• Key passage (5 min.)
• Group game (5–10 min.)
• Sing and give offering (3–12 min.)
• Missions moment (3 min.)
• Announcements (2 min.)
• Prayer (2 min.)
• Additional idea 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 1–2

STORY POINT:  
God created people in His own image, 

and He loves us.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is God? God is our Creator 

and King.

Unit 1 • Session 2
God Created 

People
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LEADER Bible Study
On the sixth day of creation, God created man in His own image. 
God formed the man out of dust from the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
(Gen. 2:7) Man was set apart as different from the rest of God’s creation. 
God skillfully formed man out of dust as a potter forms a pot out of clay. 
(See Isa. 64:8.) He put His own breath into man.

God sustained and provided for the man. He planted a garden in Eden 
and put the man there to work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:8,15) Then God 
gave the man a command. God told the man, “You must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” Then God explained the 
consequences, “For on the day you eat from it, you will certainly die” 
(Gen. 2:17).

Then God made woman from the man’s rib. She was a suitable helper for 
him. Both man and woman were created in God’s image. The first man, 
Adam, and the first woman, Eve, lived in the garden and enjoyed God’s 
friendship.

As you teach kids this week, help them understand what it means to be 
made in the image of God. It means we are made like Him, or patterned 
after Him. God does not have a physical body; He is Spirit, and He has 
given each of us a spirit. God gives people the ability to think and to 
feel emotions and to make choices. He gives us the ability to understand 
right and wrong.

God created people to know and love Him. We know that Adam and 
Eve’s disobedience brought sin into the world. For that reason, God sent 
His Son, Jesus—“the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15) and “the 
exact expression of his nature” (Heb. 1:3). God the Son became fully 
man, acting as the second Adam, to bring life to those who are in Him. 
(See 1 Cor. 15:45-49.)
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God Created People
Genesis 1–2

On the sixth day of creation, God made people. God said, “Let 
us make man in our image. They will rule over the whole earth and 
all the creatures on the earth.” God took dust from the ground and 

made a body. God breathed into the man, and the man 
became alive. God planted a garden in the 

land of Eden and put the man there. 
God told the man to work in the 

garden and take care of it.
God provided food from the 

trees for the man to eat, and 
God provided a river to water 
the garden. Then God said, 
“You may eat from any of the 
trees in the garden, except 
for one.” The garden had a 
tree in it called the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
God warned the man, “If you 

eat from that tree, you will 
die.”

Then God said, “It is not good 
for the man to be alone.” So God 

decided to make a helper for the man. 
God brought to the man the animals He 

had created, and the man gave names to all of 
the creatures. But none of the animals was a good 

helper for the man.
So God made the man fall fast asleep. He took one of the man’s 

ribs and created a woman. When the man saw the woman, he was very 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use hand 
motions: As you 
tell the story, use 
various hand motions 
to portray forming 
a body from dust, 
pointing out trees, 
and bringing animals 
to the man.

• Stand to speak: 
For lines of dialogue, 
stand tall and speak 
loudly and clearly. 
Convey appropriate 
emotion with your 
voice.

happy. “This one, at last,” he said, “is bone of my bone and 
flesh of my flesh.”

The woman was a perfect helper for the man; she was 
his wife. The man’s name was Adam, and his wife’s name 
was Eve.

God gave Adam and Eve good things. He put them 
in charge of the animals and provided everything they 
needed. God looked at everything He had made, and it 
was very good. So on the seventh day of creation, God 
rested from His work.

Christ Connection: God created people in His own image 
and provides for everything He made. People are special because 
God made people to live forever in a relationship with Him. 
Through His Son, Jesus, we can have eternal life with God just 
as He planned.
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TEACH the Story
SESSION TITLE: God Created People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1–2
STORY POINT: God created people in His own image, and He loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b-17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Trevor is sitting on the floor in front of his workbench flipping 
through a dusty photo album. Camille enters with her bike.]
CAMILLE • What’s up, Trevor? Whatcha got there?
TREVOR • I was cleaning out my bike shop and found this 

old family photo album. It’s full of pictures I’ve never 
seen. Old ones. I don’t even know who a lot of these 
people are, but I can tell we’re related.

CAMILLE • How can you tell?
TREVOR • Everyone in my family has the same ears. 
CAMILLE • Seriously? You can tell your own family members 

by their ears?
TREVOR • Yep. They’re very distinctive. Kinda pointy. 

Anyway, these people must be my great-great 
grandparents or something. They’ve got the ears to 
prove it.

CAMILLE • I guess I know what you mean. I look a lot like 
my parents. I have my mom’s eyes and my dad’s nose. 

TREVOR • Besides physical appearance, family members 
sometimes reflect each other in other ways. Like 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• photo album
• bike
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the way their they speak or the hobbies they are 
interested in. Hey! That reminds me that we have 
another Bible story. Would you like to help me tell 
it?

CAMILLE • Sure, I can do that. But what does your photo 
album have to do with the Bible story?

TREVOR • Well, the story is all about how God created 
people in His own image and how we reflect Him. 
I’ll explain more soon, but first let’s remember our 
big picture question.

CAMILLE • Great idea. I remember it. [to kids] Do you?

Big picture question (1 min.)
CAMILLE • Last time we answered the big picture question. 

Does anyone remember what it was? [Allow 
responses.] That’s right. Who is God? 

TREVOR • God is our Creator and King. He made 
everything, and He rules over everything He has 
made. Our story today will help us understand this a 
little bit better.

CAMILLE • Let’s see... [turning to giant timeline] where were 
we?

Giant timeline (1 min.)
TREVOR • Last week we heard an incredible story about 

how God created the world. We learned that God 
created everything, and everything He created was 
good. Do you remember some of the things God 
made in the story? [Invite kids to respond. Answers 
may vary.] He made the whole earth and all the 
stars and planets. He made the sun and moon. The 
land and sea. All the animals and insects that cover 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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the earth too! He created plants, animals, oceans, 
land, the sun, moon, and stars— everything that we 
see—over the six days of creation. But there were two 
things God created on the sixth day that we didn’t 
talk about last week, or should I say two people!

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Genesis 1–2. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips provided with the Bible story script to help you tell the 
story, or watch the Bible story video “God Created People.”
CAMILLE • Did you notice that the way God created people 

is different from how He created everything else?
TREVOR • Yes! For each of the other parts of creation God 

spoke and something came into being. But when 
He made man, God formed him out of the dust and 
breathed life into him. God spent extra time and care 
making men and women.

CAMILLE • The Bible also says that men and women are 
made in God’s image. But I don’t know if I know for 
sure what that means.

TREVOR • Well, it basically means we are like God in 
some ways. For example, people can express love, 
creativity, intelligence, and other attributes that God 
has. However, there are also many ways we are unlike 
God. We have sin in our lives, for one thing. We 
have physical bodies, but God is spirit. We can’t be 
everywhere at once or know everything. We are not 
all powerful. We are not God, but we are made in 
His image.

CAMILLE • So, God created people in His own image, 
and He loves us. That means that every person’s life 
matters because they reflect God!

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “God Created People” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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TREVOR • You’re right, Camille. God made each one of us, 
and even though we’re all different we’re all made 
in His image. So it doesn’t matter what language a 
person speaks, what color skin she has, or what color 
eyes, how big or small her ears may be, whether her 
hair is straight or curly. None of that matters to God! 
We all bear His image.

Christ Connection
CAMILLE • God shows His love for us by caring for us and 

giving us everything that we need. Most importantly 
God provided a way for us to be in a relationship 
with Him by sending Jesus to forgive our sins. 

TREVOR • God created people in His own image and 
provides for everything He made. People are special 
because God made people to live forever in a 
relationship with Him. Through His Son, Jesus, we 
can have eternal life with God just as He planned.

Group demonstration (5 min.)
Use a full-length mirror to help kids understand the word 
“reflection.” Explain that we were created to reflect God and 
His glory because we are made in His image.

Then, while standing in front of the mirror, scribble on 
the glass with the dry erase marker to obscure your own 
reflection.
CAMILLE • I think I’m starting to understand what it 

means to be made in God’s image. It’s sort of like 
this mirror. Here is the real me [pointing to herself] 
and there is my reflection [pointing to mirror].The 
mirror’s job is to show what I look like. Since we 
are made in God’s image, we are like people-sized 

Tip: Consider using 
your Bible and 
the gospel poster 
provided to explain 
to kids how to 
become a Christian. 
Anytime you invite 
kids to respond 
in a large group 
setting, make sure 
you have counselors 
available to 
speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.

• full-length mirror
• dry erase marker
• eraser or paper 

towels
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mirrors that can reflect some of God’s wonderful 
attributes. We were created to show what God is like. 

TREVOR • We are not God, so we cannot reflect all of His 
perfection. Plus, our sin  makes our reflection of 
God’s glory even worse. 

CAMILLE • Kind of like the mirror with all these scribbles! 
Now when I stand in front of the mirror I can’t see 
my reflection very well. The ink is like sin in some 
ways. Because of our sin we don’t show what God is 
like as clearly as we should.

TREVOR • Thankfully because of Jesus—who is a perfect 
picture of God—we can begin to live in a way that 
reflects God more. [Wipe off the marks.] God created 
people in His own image, and He loves us. He 
showed His love by sending His Son, Jesus, to die for 
our sin!

Review (4 min.)
CAMILLE • We have heard so much in this lesson. Let’s 

review some of what we’ve learned.
Invite the kids to answer the following questions.

1. On what day did God create people? (day 6, 
Gen. 1:31)

2. What did God use to make man? (dust, Gen. 2:7)
3. How did God bring the man to life? (breathing in 

his nostrils, Gen. 2:7)
4. Who were the first people God created? (Adam and 

Eve, Gen. 3:20)
5. What did God put Adam and Eve in charge of? (the 

animals and all the earth, Gen. 1:26)
6. What did God do on the seventh day? (He rested, 

Gen. 2:2)
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7. What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?

8. What does this story teach me about myself?
9. Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
10. Are there any promises in this story to remember? 

How do they help me trust and love God?
11. How does this story help me live on mission better?

Key passage (5 min.)
CAMILLE • The Bible tells us that God provides for 

everything we need. God created people in His own 
image, and He loves us. Our key passage tells us 
that it’s through Jesus that all things hold together, 
including us! Jesus is the reason we are alive. He is 
the One who sustains us. Without Jesus, our hearts 
wouldn’t beat and our lungs wouldn’t take in air. We 
need Him for everything, including our salvation.

TREVOR • That’s right. Apart from Jesus we are totally lost. 
We need Him to save us from our sin and allow us to 
live forever with God!

Read Colossians 1:16b-17 and encourage the kids to read 
along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for kids 
to read. You may also sing the key passage song.

Group game (5–10 min.)
REFLECTION MOVES

Instruct the kids to find a partner. When the leader turns on 
the music one kid will move to the music and the other will 
try to mimic his movements. When the music stops, both 
kids freeze. After a few minutes, invite kids to change roles 
and play again as time allows.

• Key Passage Poster
• “All Things Hold 

Together” song

• “My Father’s World” 
song or other songs 
of your choice
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CAMILLE • God created people in His own image, and He 
loves us. Just like your partner tried to reflect your 
movements, we can reflect God. 

TREVOR • We don’t always do this perfectly, just like we 
talked about with our dirty mirror. But God created 
us and He loves us!

Sing and give an offering (3–12 min.)
TREVOR • Our Bible story reminds me of God’s great love 

for us. He created us, and He provides for everything 
we need. Let’s say “thank You” to God by singing 
together now. 

Sing “Our Creator and King,” choose from the songs 
provided this volume, or sing other songs as time allows.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
CAMILLE • You know, thinking about the ways 

Jesus helps us better reflect God’s image to the 
world reminds me of the mission Christians have 
to share the gospel with the world. Remember the 
missionaries we learned about last week? Let’s learn 
more about them!

Choose two volunteers: a “king” (or “queen”) and an 
“ambassador.” The king will silently give a royal message 
card to the ambassador. The ambassador must draw a 
picture that will prompt the rest of the group to say the 
word on the card. The first kid to guess the word becomes 
the new ambassador in the next round, and the ambassador 
becomes the king.
TREVOR • England has had kings and queens for hundreds 

of years. The Rigneys are a missionary family. Like 
the king or queen of England, they live in London, 

• “Our Creator and 
King” song and other 
songs of your choice

• “Royal Message 
Cards”printable
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the capital of England. They reflect God by showing 
His love to people and telling them that God is our 
Creator and King.

Announcements (2 min.)
TREVOR • Well, I’d better get back to organizing all these 

old family photos. It’s been so fun hanging out with 
you guys today. I hope you’ll all come back to the 
bike shop next week for another Bible story!

CAMILLE • Before we say goodbye, we have some 
announcements for you.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)
CAMILLE • Let’s pray. Trevor, would you lead us this week?
TREVOR • I sure can. 

God, thank You for creating us in Your image. We 
know that because of sin we don’t reflect You as we 
should. But we thank You for sending Jesus to die for 
our sin so we can live a life that honors and glorifies 
You. Help us reflect You more and more each day. 
Amen.

Additional idea
BALLOON SWAT

Form two teams. Tape a line down the center of the room 
and instruct each team to stand on one side of the line. 
Inflate several balloons and place half on each side of the 
line. Explain to each team that when you say “go,” they 
must rush to throw as many balloons to the other side of 
the line as possible. They may approach the line, but may 
not cross it. After a minute or two, tell the teams to stop 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• balloons 
• masking tape
• paper wads or foam 

balls (optional)
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and count how many balloons are on each side. Declare the 
team whose side has fewer balloons the winners. Play again 
as time allows.

Use paper wads or foam balls if anyone in your 
classroom has a latex allergy.
TREVOR • A balloon isn’t alive, but it certainly is more fun 

when we breathe air into it!
CAMILLE • In our story, we learned that God created man 

from dust, and then God Himself breathed life into 
the man. People are different from the rest of God’s 
creation because God created people in His own 
image, and He loves us. It’s just as we have been 
learning, God is our Creator and King.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

33God Created Everything


