
Unit 1: God the Creator

Unit Description:
In the beginning, God created everything for His glory. He made 
people in His image. When sin entered the world through Adam and 
Eve, God revealed His plan to bring people back to Himself through a 
descendant—His own Son.

Unit Key Passage: 
1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Questions: 
Why did God create the world? God created the world and everything 
in it for His glory. 
What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law, and sin separates people from 
God.
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Unit 1: God the Creator

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
God Created the World
Bible Passage: 
Genesis 1:1-25 
Main Point: 
God created everything for His 
glory.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
God Created People
Bible Passage: 
Genesis 1:26–2:25
Main Point: 
God created people in His own 
image; God created them male 
and female.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Sin Entered the World
Bible Passage: 
Genesis 3:1-24
Main Point: 
Adam and Eve’s sin separated 
them from God.

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
Cain and Abel
Bible Passage: 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26
Main Point: 
Cain’s sin separated him from 
God and people.

Session 5:
Bible Story: 
Noah and the Ark
Bible Passage: 
Genesis 6:5–9:17
Main Point: 
God is holy, and He punishes 
sin.

Session 6:
Bible Story: 
The Tower of Babel
Bible Passage: 
Genesis 11:1-9
Main Point: 
God created people to give 
glory to Him alone.
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Use Week of:

Kids WORSHIP OVERVIEW

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
UNIT BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created 

the world and everything in it for His glory.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min..)

• Giant Timeline (1 min..)

• Big picture question (1 min..)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min..)

• The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

• Group demonstration (5 min..)

• Review (4 min..)

• Key Passage (5 min..)

• Group game (10 min..)

• Sing and Offering (3-12 min..)

• Missions (6 min..)

• Announcements (2 min..)

• Prayer (2 min..)

• Additional idea 

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.  
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

UNIT 1

Session 1

KIDS 
WORSHIP 
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex 
nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When God 
spoke, it happened. Light, land, sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made 
them all, and they were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger story—God’s 
redemptive story. Sin would enter the world and affect everything, but God 
already knew. He already had a plan to show His grace to people through 
His Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible says that God’s 
plan existed before He created the world. (Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed rebellious people 
by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of 
Jesus does not begin in a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was 
present at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were created. 
(John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by Him and for 
Him, and He holds everything together. Through creation, we see and 
understand God’s eternal power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them discover who God 
is. Remind boys and girls that God created everything with a purpose, to 
bring Him glory. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It 
is a true story, and at the center of it all is the true hero, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. This story changes everything.
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God Created the World
Genesis 1:1-25

In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God 
spoke and created the heavens and the earth. When He 
first created the earth, it had no shape and total darkness 
covered the earth. The Spirit of God was there, hovering 
over the waters. 

God spoke. He said, “Let there be light!” and what 
God said happened. Light was created. God saw that 
the light was good, and He separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light day, and He called the 
darkness night. Evening came, and then morning came. 
That was the first day of creation.

God spoke again: “Let there be an expanse between 
the waters to separate them.” What God said happened. 
He made a space between the water that was on the earth 
and the water above the earth. God called the expanse sky. 
Evening came, and then morning came. That was the 
second day of creation.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” What God 
said happened. God called the dry land earth, and He 
called the gathered water seas. God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, “Let the earth make plants and trees 
with fruits and seeds.” What God said happened. Plants 
and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the third day of 
creation.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the 
sun to shine during the day and the moon and stars to 
shine at night. God gave us lights to provide light on the 

The BIBLE STORY
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earth, to separate day from night, and to help us track time 
in days and years. God saw that it was good. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the fourth day 
of creation.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the 
water. He made birds to flap their wings and soar across 
the sky. God saw that it was good. God told the animals 
to multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the fifth day of 
creation.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures 
that crawl, and wildlife to live on the earth. When God said 
it, it happened. And God saw that it was good.

Christ Connection: The Bible says that Jesus is Lord over 
all of creation. Everything was created by Him and for Him. 
The Son has always existed, and He holds everything together. 
(Colossians 1:16-17)
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SUGGESTED THEME DECORATING IDEAS: Project the 
theme slide as the focus of your set. Create a large hot air 
balloon by draping a sheet over a large exercise ball and 
attaching a basket with rope. If not using the slide, add 
a backdrop of  rolling hills and a blue sky. Add artificial 
trees and props used in travel, like suitcases or passports. 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins.

Introduce the session (2 min..)
[As the countdown video music winds down, Charlie enters 
wearing flight goggles, a leather jacket, a scarf, and binoculars 
around her neck. She is carrying an old piece of luggage.]
CHARLIE • Hello, friends! Wait, where is your luggage? Did 

you pack for our trip today? [Wait for responses.] Well, 
we’ll just have to make do with what we have. I can share! 
We have a lot to see today, so we better get moving! 
Where’s Logan? [Yell.] Logan! Logan! Looooooooogan! 

[Logan shuffles in, dragging a blanket and looking like he just 
rolled out of the bed with extreme bed head.]
LOGAN • Why must you yell? I was eating ice cream and 

• Theme slide
• room decorations

Tip: Select 
decorations that fit 
your ministry and 
budget.

• countdown video

• Leader attire: flight 
goggles, leather 
jacket, scarf, 
binoculars, luggage, 
blanket

Insight: Charlie is 
an overly excited 
traveler who has 
interesting taste. 
Logan is not thrilled 
to go on Charlie’s 
trips. For one leader, 
adapt the script for 
Charlie to take the 
kids on the journey.

Kids Worship LEADER

BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
UNIT BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created 

the world and everything in it for His glory.
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riding a mini horse in my dream, just minding my own 
business, when that mini horse looked at me and started 
screaming! [Mimic Charlie.] “Logan! Logan! Looooogan!” 
From awesome dream to nightmare, just like that.

CHARLIE • We were going to take a break from adventuring, 
but then I remembered, there’s a great big world out 
there! There’s just too much to see to take a day off!

LOGAN •[sarcastically] Oh boy. I can’t wait. What, oh what, 
on earth are you dragging us to see today? The world’s 
stinkiest shoe? The world’s longest pasta noodle?

CHARLIE • No, Logan, we’ve actually already been to both 
of those fascinating exhibits. I’m sorry to disappoint you, 
but I wasn’t planning to revisit those today. They are two 
of my favorite, so maybe we can schedule them in later 
this . . .

LOGAN • [cuts in] No, no. It will be very difficult, but I 
think I will be OK if we don’t sniff that giant shoe again. 
I’ve just begun to get back my sense of smell.

CHARLIE • What cents did you get back? Did someone take 
your lunch money again? 

LOGAN • [Roll your eyes.] Charlie, where are we going today?
CHARLIE • Saddle up your horses and get ready to ride into 

the sunset. We’re going to see the most fascinating exhibit 
the world has ever seen about the magnificent chipmunk. 
[Show teeth and make a chipmunk face.] 

LOGAN • [sarcastically] Right. Chipmunk. The most 
magnificent. [blandly] I’m so excited I could just scream 
and shake and dance. [hopefully] I have an idea. I’ll go 
with you to this ‘ex-ribbit’ thing, but only if we can read a 
Bible story on the way. 

CHARLIE • It’s an ex-hib-it. But yes, if you’ll go, we can read 
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a story.
LOGAN • Actually, let’s talk about when God created 

chipmunks. You just think the exhibit is awesome. Did 
you know that God created all things? He spoke, and 
everything on earth was created.

Giant timeline (1 min.)
LOGAN • In the beginning, there was just God. There was 

no earth, no people, and no chipmunks.
CHARLIE • No chipmunks! How sad. Then there would be 

no exhibit to see!
LOGAN • [contemplating, under breath] That’s true. God, 

were chipmunks really necessary? [to Charlie] Anyway, we 
are at the very beginning of our timeline. See? Our Bible 
story picture shows some of the things that God created. 

CHARLIE • OH! You mean this story might help us 
understand more about chipmunks? I’m in. Let’s hear this 
story!

Big picture question (1 min.)
LOGAN • Something like that. Chipmunks and all.
CHARLIE • Chipmunk Hall? [Become very excited.] We’ll visit 

there today, too. So, what’s the story all about? 
LOGAN • Well, I want you to listen for the answer to this 

question: Why did God create the world? [to kids] Can 
I count on you all to help Charlie? [Wait for responses.] 
Good. She needs all the help she can get.

Tell the Bible story
Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Tell the Bible story in your 
own words using the script provided, or watch the Bible 
story video “God Created the World.”
CHARLIE • Wow. God spoke and everything was created. 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “God Created 

the World” video 
(optional)

• Big Picture Question 
Slide or Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Slide or Poster
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With His words. It just happened. He said, “Let there be 
chipmunks, and there were chipmunks.”

LOGAN • That’s true, but God created much more than 
chipmunks. 

CHARLIE • I know. He created [draw out word] everything! 
LOGAN • [to kids] Why did God create the world? God 

created everything for His glory.
CHARLIE • Who is Glory? She must be really important. 
LOGAN • No, Charlie. God created all things so that they 

would show how awesome He is. That’s the point. His 
glory, or His fame. God wanted all things to point to 
Him as the powerful Creator and the God who is in 
control of all.

CHARLIE • Oh! Well, that makes more sense. 

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)
LOGAN • Yep. God created everything for His glory, but 

people wouldn’t choose to live only for His glory. Sin 
would enter the world through Adam and Eve. God 
wasn’t surprised by this, though. He already had a plan 
to send Jesus so that sin could be forgiven. Everyone who 
trusts Jesus and repents of his sin will be saved. 

CHARLIE • Wow. So even though people would mess up 
God’s perfect creation, God still made a way for them to 
be made right with Him through Jesus?

LOGAN • Exactly. 
Use your Bible and the guide provided to explain how to 
become a Christian. Encourage kids to ask their parents 
or other adults any questions they have about becoming a 
Christian. 

Anytime you share how to become a Christian in a large 
group environment, try to have counselors available to meet 
one-on-one with kids. Make sure kids know who they can 
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talk to and when they can talk.

Group demonstration (5 min.)
For this demonstration, you will need a large mirror and a 
flashlight. 
LOGAN • God didn’t create the world without a purpose. 

Everything He created was meant to bring Him glory, 
or show how awesome God is. Bringing God glory can 
also be described as reflecting God’s glory. He’s already 
awesome, and we just want to reflect that so others can 
see it, too. 

CHARLIE • Oh yeah. Reflex. 
[Charlie walks toward opposite side of stage talking to kids. 
Logan closely follows.] 
CHARLIE • I really hate when a doctor checks that. He gets 

out his little doctor hammer and puts it into his little 
doctor hand and hits me in the knee! Have you been 
there? Not cool, doctors. Not cool!

LOGAN • Not reflex. Reflect. [Hold up mirror directly behind 
Charlie.]

CHARLIE • [Turn, and then scream at the sight of the mirror. 
Quickly calm, realizing it’s your own reflection. Check your 
hair.] Oh hello, there. Looking good!

LOGAN • [Sigh.] Charlie. Reflect. We can reflect God’s 
glory. [Hold up the flashlight.] God is already glorious and 
perfect. This flashlight creates light by using a battery 
to light the bulb inside. If it’s dark, there’s nothing we 
can do to create light without help. Similarly, we are not 
glorious. We don’t deserve glory, and we can’t make glory 
for God. He already has glory! So what we want to do is 
reflect His glory so all can see how great He is. That’s like 
this mirror. The mirror isn’t light, but it can reflect the 
light. God’s creation reflects God’s glory! Why did God 

• mirror
• flashlight
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create the world? God created the world and everything 
in it for His glory. 

CHARLIE • I get it. God made all things so that we would 
know how great He is when we see them. Creation is 
pretty great, but God is so much greater than all of it put 
together. 

LOGAN • Exactly. Let’s test your knowledge of today’s story. 
I bet our friends here can help you, too.

Review (4 min.)
Invite the kids to answer the following questions:

1. How did God create the heavens and 
the earth? (God spoke and it happened; 
Genesis 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24)

2. What day did God create birds and fish? (the fifth 
day, Genesis 1:20-23)

3. What day did God create the sun, moon, and stars? 
(the fourth day, Genesis 1:14-19)

4. What did God say about creation? (It was good; 
Genesis 1:4,10,12,18,21,25)

5. Why did God create the world? God created the 
world and everything in it for His glory. 

Key Passage (5 min.)
CHARLIE • It sounds like God is pretty amazing! He’s the 

only God that could have created all things. 
LOGAN • No kidding. Our key passage says our God is the 

one God who created all things, and that His Son, Jesus, 
is the One who has given us life. [Read 1 Corinthians 8:6.] 

CHARLIE • Oh! I know how Jesus gave us life. He gave us 
life when He died on the cross to pay for our sin. He 
didn’t just give us any life, but for those who repent and 
trust Him, He gives eternal life, and eternal life is life for 

• “There Is Only One” 
song

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster
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a long [Hold out word as long as possible, taking a breath in 
between for comic effect.] time—a.k.a. forever.

Group game (10 min.)
CHARLIE • Oh! I have an idea! Let’s play a game. It will be 

the greatest, most magnificent game in the entire world!
LOGAN • Will this game help remind us to praise God and 

give glory to Him each time we see His creation? 
CHARLIE • Yes. What’s going to happen is you are going 

to move around the room. I’m going to place some hula 
hoops around the floor. When I say mountain, everyone 
will rush to put at least one foot into the hula hoop. If 
I say valley, then everyone must move around the room 
again. The last person in the hula hoop each round will be 
out, and must go sit back in his seat. 

Kids will mill about the room. You may add a new 
instruction by asking kids to pick up a hula hoop and hold 
it above their heads when you say mountain peak. The first 
kid to hold each hula hoop will continue the game, while 
the others must sit down. Continue until only one child 
remains. 
LOGAN • Charlie, you did pretty well. That game was fun. 

Now every time I see a mountain, I will remember to 
thank God for all He has created. I don’t want to just 
remember when I see mountains, though. I want to 
remember every day to give God glory. Why did God 
create the world? God created the world and everything 
in it for His glory. 

Sing and Offering (3–12 min.)
CHARLIE • Logan, doesn’t all this ‘“talk” about God make 

you want to sing? Let’s give glory to God right now by 

• 5 hula hoops for 
every 15 kids

• “All Creatures of Our 
God and King” song 
and other songs of 
your choice
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singing!
Sing “All Creatures of Our God and King.” Choose other 
songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “All Creatures of Our God and King” song (unit 
theme)

• “Your Glory is Forever” song
• “Lord of All” song
• “Live to Worship You” song
• “These Are the Names of God” song

Missions (6 min.)
LOGAN • You know, I saw a really neat missions video the 

other day about missionaries who do work along the 
Amazon River. I think you’ll like it with your newfound 
love of woodland creatures. What’s that exhibit? Oh yeah, 
chipmunks, and you even called them magnificent. Did 
you know that over half the world’s animal species lives in 
the Amazon rainforest? Let’s watch our video.

Show the missions video “River of Life.”
CHARLIE • Wow. Life is so different along the Amazon 

River. They probably aren’t going to any chipmunk 
exhibits. They basically live in a zoo!

LOGAN • That’s true. Many groups of people who live 
around the Amazon River have never heard about Jesus. 
These groups are called unreached or unengaged people 
groups. This means that no missionaries live among them 
to teach them about Jesus. Let’s pray and ask God to send 
people to tell the unreached people about Jesus. Let’s also 
pray that God would use each of us to tell others about 
Jesus at school and in our communities, too. 

• “River of Life” video
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Announcements (2 min.)
CHARLIE • OK, I think it’s time that we head to that 

exhibit. It will take us an hour to fly there in the balloon 
and that only leaves us six hours until they close. That’s 
not much time! We better get moving! 

LOGAN • [sarcastically] Oh boy. I knew this time would 
come. First, we have some announcements for the kids.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)
LOGAN • Let’s pray! God, thank You for creating all things 

so that they could reflect Your glory. Help us remember 
Your greatness every time we see Your beautiful creation. 
Thank You for creating so many things for us to enjoy. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

CHARLIE • Now Logan, you and I must go. We have an 
exhibit to attend! We’ll see you guys next week. Who 
knows what we’ll go see then. It might be giant balls of 
string, or the biggest pumpkin pie, or bears. Oh my! I 
can’t wait! [Grab Logan’s arm and pull him off stage.]

LOGAN • [Roll eyes.] See you next week!

Additional idea 
MAKE A WORSHIP MURAL

Place a tarp on the floor and place the roll paper on top. 
Invite kids to draw or paint a nature scene. If they struggle 
to choose a scene, recommend that kids draw a stream, 
forest, mountains, and sunset. Guide them to add details 
like fish and animals into the scene. As they work, guide 
them to pray and thank God for all of His creation. 
CHARLIE • God created everything for His glory, and 

what He created is so beautiful! I’m so glad we get to 
enjoy all of His creation.

• roll paper
• tarp
• paint or markers
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 
1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and 
explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:19.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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