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From the Editor

The Gospel Project® for Kids tells a single story—the story of Jesus and His mission to seek out and 
restore lost people to God. Each book, chapter, and verse of the Bible in both the Old Testament and 
the New Testament is part of that one overarching gospel narrative. From cover to cover, it’s all about 
Jesus. (Lk. 24:27) He is the thread woven throughout the pages of Scripture that holds it all together. 

The Gospel Project® for Kids is a curriculum designed to guide children on a chronological journey 
through the Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—to encounter Jesus and learn the essential doctrines 
of the Christian faith. The goal is not for kids to know more about God, but instead it is for them 
to know Him more. To truly understand the story of salvation is to discover God’s missionary heart. 
And discovering God’s heart will lead kids to love Him more and embrace His invitation to join in 
the story by sharing Jesus to the world. 

We’re glad you are considering The Gospel Project® for Kids, because we believe that when a child 
truly encounters the gospel everything changes. A mind that understands the gospel story and a heart 
that loves the Author of that story prompt genuine and lasting Christ-centered transformation. It is 
the gospel—and only the gospel—that encourages and empowers a child to live out the mission to 
which God has called him, both in his neighborhood and to the uttermost parts of the world.

Brian Dembowczyk

Christ-centered Study that helps kids understand that all Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, 
gives testimony to Jesus Christ.

Chronological Study that shows kids that the Bible is not just a collection of stories, but one unified 
story—God’s story of redemption.

Missional Application that helps kids understand how the gospel encourages and empowers us to 
be mission driven.

Age Alignment that gives churches the ability to build an age-aligned discipleship experience 
throughout the body and equip parents to lead spiritual conversations in the home.

Essential Doctrines that help kids grasp essential theological doctrines of the Christian faith.

Our Core Values
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2. Read Scripture as 
Christ-centered
The Leader Guides and Activity Pages  
provide a deep, Christ-centered 
Bible study experience for all 
ages—babies through preteens. Kids 
will understand that all Scripture, 
from Genesis to Revelation gives 
testimony to Jesus Christ.

in just six days. At first, there was nothing but God. 
Then God made the everything out of nothing. God 
created the world, just by using His words. 

Point to the very beginning of the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What was there in the beginning? (nothing but God) 
2. Who created the world and everything in it? (God)
3. What did God use to create the world? (nothing)
4. How did God create everything? (by speaking)
5. What did God say about everything He made? 

(It was good.) 

Big picture question
SAY • I am going to ask you another very important 

question. This question is our big picture question 
for the next few weeks. Why did God create the 
world? [Allow for responses.] God created the world 
for His glory. You see, God created everything in 
the world to show how wonderful and amazing He 
is. When we look at the things God made, we want 
to say “Thank You, God!” Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Key passage 
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 8:6.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that there is only one God. 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit 
worked together to create the world. Everything they 
made glorifies them.

Read the key passage aloud several times using any hand 
motions you may have created. Sing together the key 
passage song, “One God.”

Transition to small groups

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “One God” song

Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you about their favorite story.
SAY • Everyone likes a good story. God’s story in the 

Bible is the greatest story there ever was or ever 
will be. Most of the stories you told me about are 
make-believe. They did not happen in real life. 
God’s story in the Bible is true! It really happened. 
When you read or hear a story, you always start at 
the beginning. Today we are starting at the very 
beginning of the Bible to learn how God created the 
world.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Open your Bible to Genesis 1.
SAY • The Bible story about how God created the world 

is in the very first book of the Bible, the Book of 
Genesis.

Show the Bible story video “God Created the World” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Wow! God created everything in the entire world 

• various storybooks
• Bible

• Bible 
• “God Created the 

World” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

Large Group BIBLE STUDY

• Main Point Slide or 
Poster

• Big Picture Question 
Slide or Poster

Tip: Define glory 
for preschoolers as 
God’s awesomeness. 
.

1110 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1. See the Big Story
The Gospel Project® for Kids immerses kids 
in the gospel through every story, theological 
concept, and call to mission from Genesis to 
Revelation. Kids will understand the Bible 
is not just a collection of stories, but one 
unified story—God’s story of redemption.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world? 
God created the world for His 
glory. 

• What is sin? Sin is breaking 
God’s law.  

BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Can you imagine what it was 
like for there to only be God? 

•  Why do you think God decided 
to create the world? (God created 
the world to show how awesome 
He is.)   

•  What are some things God 
made? (See Genesis 1-2.)

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

Instructions: Match the animal at the bottom to its place in the Bible story picture. 

 1

2

How Will 
This Help?
The Gospel Project® for Kids
helps you teach kids to:

2
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3. Grasp Essential 
Christian Doctrines
The Big Picture Questions and 
Answers are designed to help kids 
understand essential theological 
doctrines of the Christian faith.

spread

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit 
http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

UNIT 1
Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the 
universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began 
with a word. When God spoke, it happened. Light, land, 
sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they 
were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger 
story—God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already 
had a plan to show His grace to people through His Son 
(2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible 
says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of Jesus does not begin in 

Use Week of:

God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.

a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was present 
at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were 
created. (John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them 
discover who God is. Remind boys and girls that God 
created everything with a purpose, to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story 
ever told. It is a true story, and at the center of it all is 
the true hero, our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 1520 MINUTES PAGE 10
LARGE GROUP LEADER 3045 MINUTES PAGE 12
SMALL GROUP LEADER 2030 MINUTES PAGE 18

5
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God the Creator
Younger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Younger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide

in just six days. At first, there was nothing but God. 
Then God made the everything out of nothing. God 
created the world, just by using His words. 

Point to the very beginning of the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What was there in the beginning? (nothing but God) 
2. Who created the world and everything in it? (God)
3. What did God use to create the world? (nothing)
4. How did God create everything? (by speaking)
5. What did God say about everything He made? 

(It was good.) 

Big picture question
SAY • I am going to ask you another very important 

question. This question is our big picture question 
for the next few weeks. Why did God create the 
world? [Allow for responses.] God created the world 
for His glory. You see, God created everything in 
the world to show how wonderful and amazing He 
is. When we look at the things God made, we want 
to say “Thank You, God!” Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Key passage 
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 8:6.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that there is only one God. 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit 
worked together to create the world. Everything they 
made glorifies them.

Read the key passage aloud several times using any hand 
motions you may have created. Sing together the key 
passage song, “One God.”

Transition to small groups

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “One God” song

Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you about their favorite story.
SAY • Everyone likes a good story. God’s story in the 

Bible is the greatest story there ever was or ever 
will be. Most of the stories you told me about are 
make-believe. They did not happen in real life. 
God’s story in the Bible is true! It really happened. 
When you read or hear a story, you always start at 
the beginning. Today we are starting at the very 
beginning of the Bible to learn how God created the 
world.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Open your Bible to Genesis 1.
SAY • The Bible story about how God created the world 

is in the very first book of the Bible, the Book of 
Genesis.

Show the Bible story video “God Created the World” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Wow! God created everything in the entire world 

• various storybooks
• Bible

• Bible 
• “God Created the 

World” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

Large Group BIBLE STUDY

• Main Point Slide or 
Poster

• Big Picture Question 
Slide or Poster

Tip: Define glory 
for preschoolers as 
God’s awesomeness. 
.

1110 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1
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1. Chronological Timeline 
of Bible Events
Using a chronological approach, kids will see 
how Christ fits into the whole Bible, 
pre-creation to eternity. Kids will understand 
the timeline of the overarching Bible story. 

3. Creative Teaching Elements
Each week Bible stories are brought to life through 
video, music, activities, and more.
• Bible story videos
• Discussion-starter videos for younger and older kids
• Music for all ages
• Coloring pages for preschool and younger kids
• Fun activity sheets
• Hands-on activities

3

MAIN POINT: GOD CREATED EVERYTHING FOR HIS GLORY. God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25 2

How it
Works

Snack and Transition
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Gather preschoolers for snack time. Guide preschoolers 
to help clean their areas. Take a restroom break and wash 
hands or use hand sanitizer. Thank God for the snack. 

Serve fruit such as sliced apples, oranges, or bananas. 
Talk about how God created plants and trees to provide 
food for us to eat.

TRANSITION 

When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite kids to draw a picture 
of something God created. Pray for the kids.
SAY • Thank you, God, for creating this beautiful world for 

us to enjoy. You are our Creator. There is no one like 
You. Help us to remember how amazing You are as 
we enjoy Your creation. We love You. Amen!

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
(enhanced CD) 

• snack food
• paper cups and 

napkins 

When we enjoy God’s creation, we show how good 
God is. Everything God makes is good. God created 
everything.

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing. Sing this song to the tune of 
“God Is So Good”:

“ God made the *world, 
God made the world,  
God made the world,  
God made everything.” 

*Substitute: Allow preschoolers to take turns choosing a 
different thing God created to use in place of “world” each 
time. 

Sing until each child has shared something God created.
SAY • God made so many amazing things that bring 

Him glory. When we see the good things that God 
made we see how awesome God is. God created 
everything.

• Journal Page 
(enhanced CD) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• books and puzzles 
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Preschool

1514 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Small Group ACTIVITIES
look at their discoveries. Discuss how their items feel. 
Rough? Smooth? Wet? Discuss the colors they see. Blue? 
Green? Red?
SAY • God has given us such a beautiful world full of things 

to enjoy. God created all that we see simply by 
speaking His words. God created everything.

Paint with nature mediums
Display nature items and give a piece of paper to each child. 
Invite the children to create a picture using the nature items 
as paintbrushes. Talk to them about the Bible story as they 
paint. Be sure to post an allergy alert where parents can see 
for preschoolers who may be allergic to the nature items.
SAY • You used things that God created to create a beautiful 

painting of your own. God created everything. Your 
paintings glorify God because they remind me how 
wonderful God is!

Sequence creation days
Print “Creation Days” before class. Cut apart the numbers 
and tape them on a wall. Place numbers close together and 
in order for younger preschoolers. Spread out the numbers 
or mix them up to challenge older preschoolers. Point out 
that the pictures on each number remind us of what God 
created on that day.

Invite preschoolers to take turns running up and tapping 
the numbers 1–6 in order. As kids tap each number, the rest 
of the group may call out the number.
SAY • God created the world in six days. Before God 

created the world, there was nothing. �ere was only 
God. God made a beautiful world for us to enjoy. 

• nature items (pine 
needles, hay, 
feathers, leaves, 
wild flowers, and 
so forth) 

• paper
• washable paint
• cups of water
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)

• “Creation Days” 
(enhanced CD) 

• scissors
• tape 

Play with play dough
Use the play dough you made in the small group opening 
or provide different colors of store-bought play dough for 
the children. Lead kids to make creations with play dough. 
Encourage creativity. Praise kids for their creations.
SAY • You made all kinds of cool things with play dough 

using your hands and other tools. In our Bible story 
today, we learned that God made all kinds of cool 
things too, except God didn’t use His hands or any 
tools! God created something from nothing just by 
speaking. God created everything.

Collect nature objects 
If weather permits, walk preschoolers to a safe outdoor 
area. Provide preschoolers with paper bags and magnifying 
glasses. Invite kids to observe God’s creation in nature by 
focusing on the sights and sounds around them.

Lead preschoolers to use their senses. Touch trees. Feel 
the leaves, the bark, and the roots. Listen to the sound 
of the birds and the wind. Look at the shapes of plants, 
flowers, and insects. Smell the grass, the flowers, and the 
earth. Invite kids to place small discoveries in their bags. 
Guide kids to use their magnifying glasses to take a closer 

• play dough 
• play dough utensils 

• lunch-sized brown 
paper bags

• magnifying glasses, 
1 per kid

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

LOW PREP

1312 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world?  
God created the world and  
everything in it for His glory.

 
BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

• God planned for all of creation 
to bring Him glory.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What are some things that God 
created? (See Genesis 1-2.)

• What does it mean to bring 
God glory? (We can show people 
how awesome God is.)

• How can you and your family 
bring God glory this week?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• As you are riding in a vehicle, 
lead kids to observe God’s 
creation around you. Talk about 
how God’s creation displays His 
glory. Pray as a family thanking 
God for His creation. 

• Take it a step further by going 
on a family nature walk. 

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

INSTRUCTIONS: Find your way through the maze to reveal the days of creation.

1



7

2. Old and New 
Testament Studies
Kids will learn how each passage they 
study connects with the gospel. 
• Kids will spend equal time in the Old  
   and New Testaments
• Kids will study the New 
   Testament letters
• Kids will learn about missions taking     
   place around the globe

Additional Hour of Worship
For those who desire to provide an 
additional hour of content that reinforces 
learning and provides a worship 
experience for preschoolers and kids, 
The Gospel Project® for Kids with Worship 
is available. 

4. Family Resources
Age group resources are designed with built-in 
content just for parents—so they will be equipped 
to continue the learning at home.
• Activity Pages
• The Big Picture Cards for Families
• Family App

Key Passage:

Christ Connection:

Main Points:

Big Picture Question and Answer:

Family Points:

God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25 MAIN POINT: God created everything. 2

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world? 
God created the world for His 
glory. 

• What is sin? Sin is breaking 
God’s law.  

BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Can you imagine what it was 
like for there to only be God? 

•  Why do you think God decided 
to create the world? (God created 
the world to show how awesome 
He is.)   

•  What are some things God 
made? (See Genesis 1-2.)

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

Instructions: Match the animal at the bottom to its place in the Bible story picture. 

 1

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit 
http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

UNIT 1
Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the 
universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began 
with a word. When God spoke, it happened. Light, land, 
sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they 
were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger 
story—God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already 
had a plan to show His grace to people through His Son 
(2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible 
says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of Jesus does not begin in 

Use Week of:

God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.

a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was present 
at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were 
created. (John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them 
discover who God is. Remind boys and girls that God 
created everything with a purpose, to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story 
ever told. It is a true story, and at the center of it all is 
the true hero, our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 1520 MINUTES PAGE 10
LARGE GROUP LEADER 3045 MINUTES PAGE 12
SMALL GROUP LEADER 2030 MINUTES PAGE 18

54 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Younger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide

Kids spend 
equal time 

in the Old 
and New 

Testaments!
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Use Week of:

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit 
http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the 
universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began 
with a word. When God spoke, it happened. Light, land, 
sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they 
were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger 
story—God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already 
had a plan to show His grace to people through His Son 
(2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible 
says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of Jesus does not begin in 

God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

UNIT 1
Session 1

a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was present 
at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were 
created. (John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them 
discover who God is. Remind boys and girls that God 
created everything with a purpose, to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story 
ever told. It is a true story, and at the center of it all is 
the true hero, our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 1520 MINUTES PAGE 10
LARGE BIBLE STUDY 1015 MINUTES PAGE 12
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 2025 MINUTES PAGE 14

54 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1

3

2
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Use Week of:

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit 
http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the 
universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began 
with a word. When God spoke, it happened. Light, land, 
sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they 
were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger 
story—God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already 
had a plan to show His grace to people through His Son 
(2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible 
says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of Jesus does not begin in 

God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

UNIT 1
Session 1

a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was present 
at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were 
created. (John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them 
discover who God is. Remind boys and girls that God 
created everything with a purpose, to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story 
ever told. It is a true story, and at the center of it all is 
the true hero, our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 1520 MINUTES PAGE 10
LARGE BIBLE STUDY 1015 MINUTES PAGE 12
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 2025 MINUTES PAGE 14
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Features

1.  The Main Point for each 
session is listed, and is 
reinforced throughout 
the session.

2.  Big Picture Questions are 
included in each unit.

3.  Leader Bible Study is 
provided to prepare 
leaders for teaching.

4. Additional teaching       
    suggestions are 
    available online.
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God Created the World
Genesis 1:1-25

In the beginning, there was nothing but God. There 
was no sun, no dirt, no creeks, no animals, and no people. 
God began to do something that no person could ever do. 
God began to make the world … out of nothing!

First, God made the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was covered with water, and it was dark. God said, “Let 
there be light!” And there was light. God saw that the 
light was good. God called the light “day,” and He called 
the darkness “night.” That was the first day ever—Day 1.

On Day 2, God made the sky.
On Day 3, God gathered the water on earth into 

oceans. Now there was dry land. God saw that it was 
good, and He kept on working. He made all kinds of 
plants and trees. Every plant and tree had seed to grow 
more of the same kind of plant or tree. And God saw that 
it was good. Everything God makes is good.

On Day 4, God made lights in the sky for day and 
night. He made the sun for daytime, and the moon and 
stars for night. God looked at what He had made, and 
God saw that it was good.

On Day 5, God made animals that live in the water 
and animals that fly in the sky. He made fish and whales 
and sea horses and octopuses that move in the water. He 
made birds that fly in the sky. He made each kind of animal 
different, and God saw that it was good. So God blessed 
the animals and told them to have baby fish and baby 
birds so there would be more of them on earth.

On Day 6, God made animals that live on earth—all 
different kinds! He made wild animals, like lions and 

giraffes and foxes. He made animals that crawl on the 
ground, like alligators and caterpillars. He made animals 
that help people, like cows and camels and sheep. And God 
saw that it was good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over everything. Everything 
was created by Him and for Him. Jesus holds everything 
together. (Colossians 1:16-17).

The BIBLE STORY

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S 
WORD? GET 

MORE!

Invite kids to check out 
today’s devotional to 
discover more about 
God as Creator. Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

76 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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God Created the World
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God saw that it was good.

On Day 5, God made animals that live in the water 
and animals that fly in the sky. He made fish and whales 
and sea horses and octopuses that move in the water. He 
made birds that fly in the sky. He made each kind of animal 
different, and God saw that it was good. So God blessed 
the animals and told them to have baby fish and baby 
birds so there would be more of them on earth.

On Day 6, God made animals that live on earth—all 
different kinds! He made wild animals, like lions and 

giraffes and foxes. He made animals that crawl on the 
ground, like alligators and caterpillars. He made animals 
that help people, like cows and camels and sheep. And God 
saw that it was good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over everything. Everything 
was created by Him and for Him. Jesus holds everything 
together. (Colossians 1:16-17).
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Features

 1.    The Bible story is 
designed to connect 
preschoolers to the 
grand narrative of 
redemption. Leaders can 
use the bold-type text to 
tell a shortened version 
of the Bible story to 
younger preschoolers.

2.  A Christ Connection 
    is included for 
    every session.

2
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Small Group OPENING

SAY • Animals make different sounds and act in different 
ways. Whoever made all the different animals must 
have a great imagination! In our Bible story today, we 
will discover who made everything, including all the 
animals.

Make play dough
Pour the salt, flour, and water into a mixing bowl. Allow 
older preschoolers to assist in adding ingredients. Mix the 
ingredients. Begin to knead as the dough forms. Provide 
a ziplock bag for each preschooler and place some of the 
dough in individual bags. Guide preschoolers to choose a 
food color and place several drops in their bags. Carefully 
seal each bag. Lead preschoolers to knead the color into the 
dough. 
SAY • We made play dough from salt, water, flour, and 

food color. We used our hands to form the dough. 
In our Bible story today, God created something, 
too, except God didn’t need any ingredients. He did 
not use His hands or any tools either. God created 
something amazing from nothing at all, just by 
speaking His words. Are you ready to find out more? 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite the children to move to Bible study by pretending to 
be their favorite animal.

• mixing bowl
• spoon 
• 1 part salt
• 1 part water
• 2 parts flour
• food color
• quart-sized ziplock 

bags
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)

• countdown video 
(optional)

Welcome
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide kids to match the animals at the bottom of the activity 
page to its place in the Bible story picture.
SAY • Good job finding all the items in the picture. In our 

Bible story today, we are going to discover who made 
everything you see in the picture.

Animal charades
Prepare the “Animal Cards” or write the names of various 
animals on index cards. Place the animal cards in a basket. 
Invite preschoolers to take turns drawing a card from the 
basket.

Whisper the animal to a child and guide her to pretend 
to be the animal on the card using gestures or sounds. The 
rest of the class may guess the animal. Continue to play 
until each child has a turn or as time allows.

• “God the Creator” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)
• favorite toys 

• “Creation Puzzle” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or crayons

• “Animal Cards” 
(enhanced CD) 

• basket
• index cards 

(optional) 
• marker (optional) 

LOW PREP

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

98 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1

2
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Small Group OPENING

SAY • Animals make different sounds and act in different 
ways. Whoever made all the different animals must 
have a great imagination! In our Bible story today, we 
will discover who made everything, including all the 
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Make play dough
Pour the salt, flour, and water into a mixing bowl. Allow 
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ingredients. Begin to knead as the dough forms. Provide 
a ziplock bag for each preschooler and place some of the 
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food color and place several drops in their bags. Carefully 
seal each bag. Lead preschoolers to knead the color into the 
dough. 
SAY • We made play dough from salt, water, flour, and 

food color. We used our hands to form the dough. 
In our Bible story today, God created something, 
too, except God didn’t need any ingredients. He did 
not use His hands or any tools either. God created 
something amazing from nothing at all, just by 
speaking His words. Are you ready to find out more? 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite the children to move to Bible study by pretending to 
be their favorite animal.

• mixing bowl
• spoon 
• 1 part salt
• 1 part water
• 2 parts flour
• food color
• quart-sized ziplock 

bags
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)

• countdown video 
(optional)

Welcome
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide kids to match the animals at the bottom of the activity 
page to its place in the Bible story picture.
SAY • Good job finding all the items in the picture. In our 

Bible story today, we are going to discover who made 
everything you see in the picture.

Animal charades
Prepare the “Animal Cards” or write the names of various 
animals on index cards. Place the animal cards in a basket. 
Invite preschoolers to take turns drawing a card from the 
basket.

Whisper the animal to a child and guide her to pretend 
to be the animal on the card using gestures or sounds. The 
rest of the class may guess the animal. Continue to play 
until each child has a turn or as time allows.

• “God the Creator” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)
• favorite toys 

• “Creation Puzzle” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or crayons

• “Animal Cards” 
(enhanced CD) 

• basket
• index cards 

(optional) 
• marker (optional) 

LOW PREP

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

98 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1.  Small Group Opening 
Activities reinforce 

    the Main Point of 
    every session.

2. Low-prep options are 
    provided for leaders with 
    limited time and resources.
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in just six days. At first, there was nothing but God. 
Then God made the everything out of nothing. God 
created the world, just by using His words. 

Point to the very beginning of the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What was there in the beginning? (nothing but God) 
2. Who created the world and everything in it? (God)
3. What did God use to create the world? (nothing)
4. How did God create everything? (by speaking)
5. What did God say about everything He made? 

(It was good.) 

Big picture question
SAY • I am going to ask you another very important 

question. This question is our big picture question 
for the next few weeks. Why did God create the 
world? [Allow for responses.] God created the world 
for His glory. You see, God created everything in 
the world to show how wonderful and amazing He 
is. When we look at the things God made, we want 
to say “Thank You, God!” Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Key passage 
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 8:6.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that there is only one God. 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit 
worked together to create the world. Everything they 
made glorifies them.

Read the key passage aloud several times using any hand 
motions you may have created. Sing together the key 
passage song, “One God.”

Transition to small groups

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “One God” song

Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you about their favorite story.
SAY • Everyone likes a good story. God’s story in the 

Bible is the greatest story there ever was or ever 
will be. Most of the stories you told me about are 
make-believe. They did not happen in real life. 
God’s story in the Bible is true! It really happened. 
When you read or hear a story, you always start at 
the beginning. Today we are starting at the very 
beginning of the Bible to learn how God created the 
world.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Open your Bible to Genesis 1.
SAY • The Bible story about how God created the world 

is in the very first book of the Bible, the Book of 
Genesis.

Show the Bible story video “God Created the World” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Wow! God created everything in the entire world 

• various storybooks
• Bible

• Bible 
• “God Created the 

World” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

Large Group BIBLE STUDY

• Main Point Slide or 
Poster

• Big Picture Question 
Slide or Poster

Tip: Define glory 
for preschoolers as 
God’s awesomeness. 
.

1110 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1
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in just six days. At first, there was nothing but God. 
Then God made the everything out of nothing. God 
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for the next few weeks. Why did God create the 
world? [Allow for responses.] God created the world 
for His glory. You see, God created everything in 
the world to show how wonderful and amazing He 
is. When we look at the things God made, we want 
to say “Thank You, God!” Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Key passage 
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 8:6.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that there is only one God. 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit 
worked together to create the world. Everything they 
made glorifies them.

Read the key passage aloud several times using any hand 
motions you may have created. Sing together the key 
passage song, “One God.”

Transition to small groups

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “One God” song

Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you about their favorite story.
SAY • Everyone likes a good story. God’s story in the 

Bible is the greatest story there ever was or ever 
will be. Most of the stories you told me about are 
make-believe. They did not happen in real life. 
God’s story in the Bible is true! It really happened. 
When you read or hear a story, you always start at 
the beginning. Today we are starting at the very 
beginning of the Bible to learn how God created the 
world.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Open your Bible to Genesis 1.
SAY • The Bible story about how God created the world 

is in the very first book of the Bible, the Book of 
Genesis.

Show the Bible story video “God Created the World” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Wow! God created everything in the entire world 

• various storybooks
• Bible

• Bible 
• “God Created the 

World” video
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SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.
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Poster
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Slide or Poster

Tip: Define glory 
for preschoolers as 
God’s awesomeness. 
.
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Features

 1.  Large group Bible study 
provides group time 
suggestions that can 
be used with one class 
or with more than one 
small group.

2. The Bible story 
    introduction helps 
    connect preschoolers 
    to the grand narrative 
    of redemption. 
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
look at their discoveries. Discuss how their items feel. 
Rough? Smooth? Wet? Discuss the colors they see. Blue? 
Green? Red?
SAY • God has given us such a beautiful world full of things 

to enjoy. God created all that we see simply by 
speaking His words. God created everything.

Paint with nature mediums
Display nature items and give a piece of paper to each child. 
Invite the children to create a picture using the nature items 
as paintbrushes. Talk to them about the Bible story as they 
paint. Be sure to post an allergy alert where parents can see 
for preschoolers who may be allergic to the nature items.
SAY • You used things that God created to create a beautiful 

painting of your own. God created everything. Your 
paintings glorify God because they remind me how 
wonderful God is!

Sequence creation days
Print “Creation Days” before class. Cut apart the numbers 
and tape them on a wall. Place numbers close together and 
in order for younger preschoolers. Spread out the numbers 
or mix them up to challenge older preschoolers. Point out 
that the pictures on each number remind us of what God 
created on that day.

Invite preschoolers to take turns running up and tapping 
the numbers 1–6 in order. As kids tap each number, the rest 
of the group may call out the number.
SAY • God created the world in six days. Before God 

created the world, there was nothing. �ere was only 
God. God made a beautiful world for us to enjoy. 

• nature items (pine 
needles, hay, 
feathers, leaves, 
wild flowers, and 
so forth) 

• paper
• washable paint
• cups of water
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)

• “Creation Days” 
(enhanced CD) 

• scissors
• tape 

Play with play dough
Use the play dough you made in the small group opening 
or provide different colors of store-bought play dough for 
the children. Lead kids to make creations with play dough. 
Encourage creativity. Praise kids for their creations.
SAY • You made all kinds of cool things with play dough 

using your hands and other tools. In our Bible story 
today, we learned that God made all kinds of cool 
things too, except God didn’t use His hands or any 
tools! God created something from nothing just by 
speaking. God created everything.

Collect nature objects 
If weather permits, walk preschoolers to a safe outdoor 
area. Provide preschoolers with paper bags and magnifying 
glasses. Invite kids to observe God’s creation in nature by 
focusing on the sights and sounds around them.

Lead preschoolers to use their senses. Touch trees. Feel 
the leaves, the bark, and the roots. Listen to the sound 
of the birds and the wind. Look at the shapes of plants, 
flowers, and insects. Smell the grass, the flowers, and the 
earth. Invite kids to place small discoveries in their bags. 
Guide kids to use their magnifying glasses to take a closer 

• play dough 
• play dough utensils 

• lunch-sized brown 
paper bags

• magnifying glasses, 
1 per kid

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

LOW PREP

1312 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1

2
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
look at their discoveries. Discuss how their items feel. 
Rough? Smooth? Wet? Discuss the colors they see. Blue? 
Green? Red?
SAY • God has given us such a beautiful world full of things 

to enjoy. God created all that we see simply by 
speaking His words. God created everything.

Paint with nature mediums
Display nature items and give a piece of paper to each child. 
Invite the children to create a picture using the nature items 
as paintbrushes. Talk to them about the Bible story as they 
paint. Be sure to post an allergy alert where parents can see 
for preschoolers who may be allergic to the nature items.
SAY • You used things that God created to create a beautiful 

painting of your own. God created everything. Your 
paintings glorify God because they remind me how 
wonderful God is!

Sequence creation days
Print “Creation Days” before class. Cut apart the numbers 
and tape them on a wall. Place numbers close together and 
in order for younger preschoolers. Spread out the numbers 
or mix them up to challenge older preschoolers. Point out 
that the pictures on each number remind us of what God 
created on that day.

Invite preschoolers to take turns running up and tapping 
the numbers 1–6 in order. As kids tap each number, the rest 
of the group may call out the number.
SAY • God created the world in six days. Before God 

created the world, there was nothing. �ere was only 
God. God made a beautiful world for us to enjoy. 

• nature items (pine 
needles, hay, 
feathers, leaves, 
wild flowers, and 
so forth) 

• paper
• washable paint
• cups of water
• Allergy Alert 

(enhanced CD)

• “Creation Days” 
(enhanced CD) 

• scissors
• tape 

Play with play dough
Use the play dough you made in the small group opening 
or provide different colors of store-bought play dough for 
the children. Lead kids to make creations with play dough. 
Encourage creativity. Praise kids for their creations.
SAY • You made all kinds of cool things with play dough 

using your hands and other tools. In our Bible story 
today, we learned that God made all kinds of cool 
things too, except God didn’t use His hands or any 
tools! God created something from nothing just by 
speaking. God created everything.

Collect nature objects 
If weather permits, walk preschoolers to a safe outdoor 
area. Provide preschoolers with paper bags and magnifying 
glasses. Invite kids to observe God’s creation in nature by 
focusing on the sights and sounds around them.

Lead preschoolers to use their senses. Touch trees. Feel 
the leaves, the bark, and the roots. Listen to the sound 
of the birds and the wind. Look at the shapes of plants, 
flowers, and insects. Smell the grass, the flowers, and the 
earth. Invite kids to place small discoveries in their bags. 
Guide kids to use their magnifying glasses to take a closer 

• play dough 
• play dough utensils 

• lunch-sized brown 
paper bags

• magnifying glasses, 
1 per kid

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world for His glory.

LOW PREP
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Features

 1.  Hands-on, small group 
activities are designed to 
reach kids with multiple 
learning styles.

2. Low-prep options are 
    provided for leaders 
    with limited time 
    and resources.
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Snack and Transition
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Gather preschoolers for snack time. Guide preschoolers 
to help clean their areas. Take a restroom break and wash 
hands or use hand sanitizer. Thank God for the snack. 

Serve fruit such as sliced apples, oranges, or bananas. 
Talk about how God created plants and trees to provide 
food for us to eat.

TRANSITION 

When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite kids to draw a picture 
of something God created. Pray for the kids.
SAY • Thank you, God, for creating this beautiful world for 

us to enjoy. You are our Creator. There is no one like 
You. Help us to remember how amazing You are as 
we enjoy Your creation. We love You. Amen!

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
(enhanced CD) 

• snack food
• paper cups and 

napkins 

When we enjoy God’s creation, we show how good 
God is. Everything God makes is good. God created 
everything.

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing. Sing this song to the tune of 
“God Is So Good”:

“ God made the *world, 
God made the world,  
God made the world,  
God made everything.” 

*Substitute: Allow preschoolers to take turns choosing a 
different thing God created to use in place of “world” each 
time. 

Sing until each child has shared something God created.
SAY • God made so many amazing things that bring 

Him glory. When we see the good things that God 
made we see how awesome God is. God created 
everything.

• Journal Page 
(enhanced CD) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• books and puzzles 
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Preschool

1514 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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Snack and Transition
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Gather preschoolers for snack time. Guide preschoolers 
to help clean their areas. Take a restroom break and wash 
hands or use hand sanitizer. Thank God for the snack. 

Serve fruit such as sliced apples, oranges, or bananas. 
Talk about how God created plants and trees to provide 
food for us to eat.

TRANSITION 

When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite kids to draw a picture 
of something God created. Pray for the kids.
SAY • Thank you, God, for creating this beautiful world for 

us to enjoy. You are our Creator. There is no one like 
You. Help us to remember how amazing You are as 
we enjoy Your creation. We love You. Amen!

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
(enhanced CD) 

• snack food
• paper cups and 

napkins 

When we enjoy God’s creation, we show how good 
God is. Everything God makes is good. God created 
everything.

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing. Sing this song to the tune of 
“God Is So Good”:

“ God made the *world, 
God made the world,  
God made the world,  
God made everything.” 

*Substitute: Allow preschoolers to take turns choosing a 
different thing God created to use in place of “world” each 
time. 

Sing until each child has shared something God created.
SAY • God made so many amazing things that bring 

Him glory. When we see the good things that God 
made we see how awesome God is. God created 
everything.

• Journal Page 
(enhanced CD) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• books and puzzles 
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Preschool

1514 God the CreatorPreschool Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1. Preschoolers sing a song    
    that reinforces learning.

2. Snack suggestions are 
    provided, along with 
    talking points to tie 
    snack time back to the 
    session content.

2



22

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world? 
God created the world for His 
glory. 

BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Can you imagine what it was 
like for there to only be God? 

•  Why do you think God decided 
to create the world? (to show 
how awesome He is.)   

•  What are some things God 
made? (See Genesis 1-2.)

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• As you are riding in a vehicle, 
lead kids to observe God’s 
creation around you. Talk about 
how God’s creation displays His 
glory. Pray as a family thanking 
God for His creation. 

• Take it a step further by going 
on a family nature walk. 

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APPINSTRUCTIONS: Match the animal at the bottom to its place in the Bible story picture. 

 1

God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25 MAIN POINT: God created everything. 2
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Preschool
Activity 
Pages
Features

 1. Bible Story Points 
    help parents review 
    the session with 
    their preschoolers.

2.  Family Discussion Starters
    equip parents to engage    
    their preschoolers in       
    spiritual conversations.

3.  Family Activities
    help parents continue the  
    Bible learning at home.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world? 
God created the world for His 
glory. 

BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

•  Can you imagine what it was 
like for there to only be God? 

•  Why do you think God decided 
to create the world? (to show 
how awesome He is.)   

•  What are some things God 
made? (See Genesis 1-2.)

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• As you are riding in a vehicle, 
lead kids to observe God’s 
creation around you. Talk about 
how God’s creation displays His 
glory. Pray as a family thanking 
God for His creation. 

• Take it a step further by going 
on a family nature walk. 

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APPINSTRUCTIONS: Match the animal at the bottom to its place in the Bible story picture. 

 1

God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25 MAIN POINT: God created everything. 2

1

2

3
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The Big 
Picture
Cards for 
Families:
Preschool
Features

 1.  New larger size with
    rounded corners is    
    preschool-friendly
  
2. Includes the Key Passage, 
    Big Picture Question,  
    Main Point, and 
    Christ Connection 
    for each session.

3. Includes Family Points 
    to help parents engage 
    their preschoolers in  
    spiritual discussions.

4. Includes additional 
    content for babies 
    and toddlers.

Key Passage:

Christ Connection:

Main Points:

Big Picture Question and Answer:

Family Points:3

2

4
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PRESENT THE STORY 
OF REDEMPTION 
THROUGH JESUS

 LIKE KIDS HAVE NEVER 
SEEN IT BEFORE!

Kids

B.C.

A.D.

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
YOUNGER KIDS LEADER GUIDE
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor
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Leader
Guide
Younger Kids

Kids

B.C.

A.D.

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
YOUNGER KIDS LEADER GUIDE
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

(Sample shown at 108% of actual size)
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Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit 
http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

UNIT 1
Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the 
universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began 
with a word. When God spoke, it happened. Light, land, 
sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they 
were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger 
story—God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already 
had a plan to show His grace to people through His Son 
(2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible 
says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of Jesus does not begin in 

Use Week of:

God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.

a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was present 
at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were 
created. (John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them 
discover who God is. Remind boys and girls that God 
created everything with a purpose, to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story 
ever told. It is a true story, and at the center of it all is 
the true hero, our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 1520 MINUTES PAGE 10
LARGE GROUP LEADER 3045 MINUTES PAGE 12
SMALL GROUP LEADER 2030 MINUTES PAGE 18

54 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Younger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide

1

3

2
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Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit 
http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

UNIT 1
Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the 
universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began 
with a word. When God spoke, it happened. Light, land, 
sky, stars, plants, and animals. God made them all, and they 
were good. Creation was perfect, just as God intended.

Every story in the Bible is a small piece of a much bigger 
story—God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already 
had a plan to show His grace to people through His Son 
(2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and restore. In fact, the Bible 
says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6)

The Bible is the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin. The story of Jesus does not begin in 

Use Week of:

God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.

a manger. The Son has always existed, and He was present 
at creation. He is the Word through whom all things were 
created. (John 1:1-3)

Colossians 1:16-17 says that everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal 
power and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them 
discover who God is. Remind boys and girls that God 
created everything with a purpose, to bring Him glory. 
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story 
ever told. It is a true story, and at the center of it all is 
the true hero, our Savior, Jesus Christ. This story changes 
everything.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 1520 MINUTES PAGE 10
LARGE GROUP LEADER 3045 MINUTES PAGE 12
SMALL GROUP LEADER 2030 MINUTES PAGE 18

54 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Younger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide

Features

1.  The Main Point for each 
session is listed, and is 
reinforced throughout 
the session.

2.  Big Picture Questions are 
included in each unit.

3.  Leader Bible Study is 
provided to prepare 
leaders for teaching.

4. Additional teaching       
    suggestions are 
    available online.
 

4
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WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S 
WORD? GET 
ADVENTURE!

Invite kids to check 
out today’s devotional 

to discover more 
about creation. Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

God Created the World
Genesis 1:1-25

In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God 
spoke and created the heavens and the earth. When He 
first created the earth, it had no shape and total darkness 
covered the earth. The Spirit of God was there, hovering 
over the waters. 

God spoke. He said, “Let there be light!” and what 
God said happened. Light was created. God saw that 
the light was good, and He separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light day, and He called the 
darkness night. Evening came, and then morning came. 
That was the first day of creation.

God spoke again: “Let there be an expanse between 
the waters to separate them.” What God said happened. 
He made a space between the water that was on the earth 
and the water above the earth. God called the expanse sky. 
Evening came, and then morning came. That was the 
second day of creation.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” What God 
said happened. God called the dry land earth, and He 
called the gathered water seas. God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, “Let the earth make plants and trees 
with fruits and seeds.” What God said happened. Plants 
and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the third day of 
creation.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the 
sun to shine during the day and the moon and stars to 
shine at night. God gave us lights to provide light on the 

earth, to separate day from night, and to help us track time 
in days and years. God saw that it was good. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the fourth day 
of creation.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the 
water. He made birds to flap their wings and soar across 
the sky. God saw that it was good. God told the animals 
to multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the fifth day of 
creation.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures 
that crawl, and wildlife to live on the earth. When God said 
it, it happened. And God saw that it was good.

Christ Connection: The Bible says that Jesus is Lord over 
all of creation. Everything was created by Him and for Him. 
The Son has always existed, and He holds everything together. 
(Colossians 1:16-17)

The BIBLE STORY

76 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S 
WORD? GET 
ADVENTURE!

Invite kids to check 
out today’s devotional 

to discover more 
about creation. Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

God Created the World
Genesis 1:1-25

In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God 
spoke and created the heavens and the earth. When He 
first created the earth, it had no shape and total darkness 
covered the earth. The Spirit of God was there, hovering 
over the waters. 

God spoke. He said, “Let there be light!” and what 
God said happened. Light was created. God saw that 
the light was good, and He separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light day, and He called the 
darkness night. Evening came, and then morning came. 
That was the first day of creation.

God spoke again: “Let there be an expanse between 
the waters to separate them.” What God said happened. 
He made a space between the water that was on the earth 
and the water above the earth. God called the expanse sky. 
Evening came, and then morning came. That was the 
second day of creation.

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” What God 
said happened. God called the dry land earth, and He 
called the gathered water seas. God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, “Let the earth make plants and trees 
with fruits and seeds.” What God said happened. Plants 
and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the third day of 
creation.

Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the 
sun to shine during the day and the moon and stars to 
shine at night. God gave us lights to provide light on the 

earth, to separate day from night, and to help us track time 
in days and years. God saw that it was good. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the fourth day 
of creation.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the 
water. He made birds to flap their wings and soar across 
the sky. God saw that it was good. God told the animals 
to multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening 
came, and then morning came. That was the fifth day of 
creation.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures 
that crawl, and wildlife to live on the earth. When God said 
it, it happened. And God saw that it was good.

Christ Connection: The Bible says that Jesus is Lord over 
all of creation. Everything was created by Him and for Him. 
The Son has always existed, and He holds everything together. 
(Colossians 1:16-17)

The BIBLE STORY

76 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1.    The Bible story is 
designed to connect kids 
to the grand narrative of 
redemption. Leaders can 
use the bolded text to 
tell a condensed version 
of the Bible story.

2.  A Christ Connection 
    is included for 
    every session.

2
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Small Group OPENING

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Story-go-round
Guide kids to sit in a circle. Explain that kids will tell a 
story by saying one sentence and then pointing to another 
child to add another sentence. Begin a story with “Once 
upon a time … ” and point to a child, leading her to add 
the next sentence. Continue until each child who wants to 
participate has had a chance to do so. 
SAY • Do you like stories? Today, we are going to read the 

first story in the Bible. It’s a true story. Even from the 
very beginning, God had a plan for us to be a part of 
that story! God created us—and all of creation—so 
that He would be glorified with our lives.

OPTION 2: Out of nothing
Form groups of four to six kids. Give each group a bag of 
supplies. Explain that groups will work together to create 
different items from the supplies. Challenge groups to build 
the tallest tower or the strongest bridge. Choose a winner 
with each assignment. Be mindful of how much time you 
have, and use a timer to limit time for each build.

Pretend to pour the contents from an empty bag. 
SAY • Could you create something out of nothing just 

by talking? God is so powerful that He created 
everything just by speaking it into existence. God 
created everything for His glory. How do you feel 
when you look at something beautiful that God has 
created? We can praise God for all the wonderful 
things He has made! 

Transition to large group

LOW PREP

• bags, 1 per group. 
• newspapers
• tape
• child-sized scissors
• rocks
• other random craft 

materials
• timer

Welcome time
ARRIVING ACTIVITY: Do what I say
Write the main point: God created everything for His glory. 
on an index card and hide it in the room.

Guide kids to stand around the room. Explain that you 
will give instructions that will lead them to find the main 
point. Tell kids to listen carefully and do what you ask them 
to do, or they will have to sit down where they are. Give 
kids instructions like “Turn left and hop four times.” Lead 
them all around the room with your instructions before 
guiding them to the card. When the kids reach the card, ask 
them to read the main point aloud. 
SAY • Did you know that God created everything by just 

speaking it? He said what should happen, and it did. 
You listened to my voice and found the main point. 
God is so powerful that when He spoke, He created 
everything!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Guide boys and girls to complete the activity page.
SAY • Today we will learn how God created everything for 

His glory. He did this over six days. The maze that 
you completed shows us on what day God created 
each thing.

• index card
• marker

• “Creation Maze” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory. 

98 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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Small Group OPENING

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Story-go-round
Guide kids to sit in a circle. Explain that kids will tell a 
story by saying one sentence and then pointing to another 
child to add another sentence. Begin a story with “Once 
upon a time … ” and point to a child, leading her to add 
the next sentence. Continue until each child who wants to 
participate has had a chance to do so. 
SAY • Do you like stories? Today, we are going to read the 

first story in the Bible. It’s a true story. Even from the 
very beginning, God had a plan for us to be a part of 
that story! God created us—and all of creation—so 
that He would be glorified with our lives.

OPTION 2: Out of nothing
Form groups of four to six kids. Give each group a bag of 
supplies. Explain that groups will work together to create 
different items from the supplies. Challenge groups to build 
the tallest tower or the strongest bridge. Choose a winner 
with each assignment. Be mindful of how much time you 
have, and use a timer to limit time for each build.

Pretend to pour the contents from an empty bag. 
SAY • Could you create something out of nothing just 

by talking? God is so powerful that He created 
everything just by speaking it into existence. God 
created everything for His glory. How do you feel 
when you look at something beautiful that God has 
created? We can praise God for all the wonderful 
things He has made! 

Transition to large group

LOW PREP

• bags, 1 per group. 
• newspapers
• tape
• child-sized scissors
• rocks
• other random craft 

materials
• timer

Welcome time
ARRIVING ACTIVITY: Do what I say
Write the main point: God created everything for His glory. 
on an index card and hide it in the room.

Guide kids to stand around the room. Explain that you 
will give instructions that will lead them to find the main 
point. Tell kids to listen carefully and do what you ask them 
to do, or they will have to sit down where they are. Give 
kids instructions like “Turn left and hop four times.” Lead 
them all around the room with your instructions before 
guiding them to the card. When the kids reach the card, ask 
them to read the main point aloud. 
SAY • Did you know that God created everything by just 

speaking it? He said what should happen, and it did. 
You listened to my voice and found the main point. 
God is so powerful that when He spoke, He created 
everything!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Guide boys and girls to complete the activity page.
SAY • Today we will learn how God created everything for 

His glory. He did this over six days. The maze that 
you completed shows us on what day God created 
each thing.

• index card
• marker

• “Creation Maze” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory. 

98 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1.  Small Group Opening 
Activities reinforce 

    the Main Point of
    every session.

2. Low-prep options are 
    provided for leaders
    with limited time 
    and resources.

2
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can see—and even things that we can’t—by simply 
speaking them into being! 

Timeline map (1 minute)

LEADER • We are at the very beginning of time as we know 
it. (Point to beginning of the giant timeline.) God 
the Son, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit were 
not created but have always existed. That’s pretty 
hard for my brain to understand, but I know it’s true!

The story of creation is the first story in the Bible, 
and it is the beginning of God’s great story that He 
has written for us! God created everything so that 
everything could give Him glory. How do you think 
we can give God glory? We can give God glory by 
pleasing Him with our lives. The story that begins 
with creation continues throughout history, and even 
you are a part of it!

Sing (5 minutes)

LEADER • God created the world and everything in it for 
His glory. We can praise Him for all the beautiful, 
glorious, detailed things that He created. When we 
sing, we can praise God and tell Him thank You 
for creating all of these wonderful things for us to 
experience.

Sing together “God the Creator.”

Key passage (5 minutes)

LEADER • God created everything just by speaking it into 
existence. He is the one true God, and we exist for 
Him! After all, He created us! Our key passage is 

• Giant Timeline

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “One God” song

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Create a large hot 
air balloon by draping a sheet over a large exercise ball and 
attaching a basket with rope. Add a backdrop of a rolling 
hills and a blue sky. Add artificial trees and props used in 
travel like suitcases or passports to the scene.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins. 

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters, carrying an old suitcase.]
LEADER Hello, my friends! Can anyone tell me about 

something that they have made that they were very 
proud of? I made all of this. (Open the suitcase 
and spill the contents onto the floor.) Aren’t they 
glorious? I love making crafts, and I’m pretty great 
at it. Wouldn’t you agree? I even made this hot air 
balloon [point to the screen] with a little help (under 
breath) or a lot of help. 

Today we are going to read about the best Creator 
from the very beginning of the story God has given 
us in Genesis 1. God created everything that we 

• countdown video

• old suitcase filled 
with poorly made 
crafts

• Slide of hot air 
balloon 

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory. 

Large Group LEADER

• “God the Creator” 
song

1110 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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can see—and even things that we can’t—by simply 
speaking them into being! 

Timeline map (1 minute)

LEADER • We are at the very beginning of time as we know 
it. (Point to beginning of the giant timeline.) God 
the Son, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit were 
not created but have always existed. That’s pretty 
hard for my brain to understand, but I know it’s true!

The story of creation is the first story in the Bible, 
and it is the beginning of God’s great story that He 
has written for us! God created everything so that 
everything could give Him glory. How do you think 
we can give God glory? We can give God glory by 
pleasing Him with our lives. The story that begins 
with creation continues throughout history, and even 
you are a part of it!

Sing (5 minutes)

LEADER • God created the world and everything in it for 
His glory. We can praise Him for all the beautiful, 
glorious, detailed things that He created. When we 
sing, we can praise God and tell Him thank You 
for creating all of these wonderful things for us to 
experience.

Sing together “God the Creator.”

Key passage (5 minutes)

LEADER • God created everything just by speaking it into 
existence. He is the one true God, and we exist for 
Him! After all, He created us! Our key passage is 

• Giant Timeline

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “One God” song

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Create a large hot 
air balloon by draping a sheet over a large exercise ball and 
attaching a basket with rope. Add a backdrop of a rolling 
hills and a blue sky. Add artificial trees and props used in 
travel like suitcases or passports to the scene.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins. 

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters, carrying an old suitcase.]
LEADER Hello, my friends! Can anyone tell me about 

something that they have made that they were very 
proud of? I made all of this. (Open the suitcase 
and spill the contents onto the floor.) Aren’t they 
glorious? I love making crafts, and I’m pretty great 
at it. Wouldn’t you agree? I even made this hot air 
balloon [point to the screen] with a little help (under 
breath) or a lot of help. 

Today we are going to read about the best Creator 
from the very beginning of the story God has given 
us in Genesis 1. God created everything that we 

• countdown video

• old suitcase filled 
with poorly made 
crafts

• Slide of hot air 
balloon 

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory. 

Large Group LEADER

• “God the Creator” 
song

1110 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1.  Includes optional themed 
decorating suggestions.

2.  A Countdown video is 
provided in the Leader Kit.

3. A Giant Timeline 
    Bonus Pack is available for   
    purchase separately.

4. Music is provided in the 
    Leader Kit. 

5. Key Passage slides and 
    print outs are included in 
    the Leader Kit.

5
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enjoy, and all the details that He put into them teach 
us about God. God is powerful and creative, and 
He wants all of His creation to point us to praise 
Him! Why did God create the world? God created 
the world and everything in it for His glory. Let’s 
review our story.

Ask the following review questions:
1. What did God create each day of creation?  

(Day 1: the heavens and the earth, and day and night,  
Genesis 1:1-5;  
Day 2: sky, Genesis 1:6-8;  
Day 3: land and seas, plants, trees, Genesis 1:9-13;  
Day 4: sun, stars, moon, Genesis 1:14-19;  
Day 5: creatures in the water and birds,  
Genesis 1:20-23;  
Day 6: animals, Genesis 1:24-25)

2. How did God create all things? (He spoke and they 
were created, Genesis 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24)

3. What did God think of His creation? (It was good, 
Genesis 1:10,12,18,21,25)

4. Why did God create the world? God created the 
world and everything in it for His glory. 

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever considered how detailed God’s 
creation is? Let’s watch our video.

Show the “Unit 1, Session 1” video.
LEADER • Wow! God is so creative! He made every 

animal so different and interesting! What was most 
interesting to you? What are some things God made 
that you might see each day that can remind you to 

• “Unit 1, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video

from 1 Corinthians 8:6. Can you find it in your 
Bible? Let’s say it together.

Show the slide or poster of the key passage,  
1 Corinthians 8:6. Lead the boys and girls to read the verse. 
Then sing together “One God.”

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • God created everything in the world—everything 
that we see and even things we don’t see! He created 
the sun and the wind and the mountains and the 
beach and flamingos and bears and even fish that 
haven’t even been discovered yet that live in the 
deepest parts of the ocean! Why do you think God 
did all of this? Why did God create the world? 
That’s a good question. Let’s see if we can find out 
using God’s Word. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

LEADER • Turn in your Bible to Genesis 1. It is at the very 
beginning of the Bible. Let’s find out more about 
what God created and why. Listen closely for the 
answer to the big picture question, Why did God 
create the world? Let’s also listen for the words, “It 
was good.” Each time you hear “It was good,” shake 
your hands in the air.

Show the video, or tell the Bible story in your own words 
using the script provided. For a shorter version of the story, 
read the bolded text.
LEADER • God didn’t create a boring world of black and 

white. He created a beautiful, fascinating world! He 
gave us all different kinds of plants and animals to 

• Bibles
• “God Created the 

World” Video
• Big Picture Question 

Slide or Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster

1312 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1
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enjoy, and all the details that He put into them teach 
us about God. God is powerful and creative, and 
He wants all of His creation to point us to praise 
Him! Why did God create the world? God created 
the world and everything in it for His glory. Let’s 
review our story.

Ask the following review questions:
1. What did God create each day of creation?  

(Day 1: the heavens and the earth, and day and night,  
Genesis 1:1-5;  
Day 2: sky, Genesis 1:6-8;  
Day 3: land and seas, plants, trees, Genesis 1:9-13;  
Day 4: sun, stars, moon, Genesis 1:14-19;  
Day 5: creatures in the water and birds,  
Genesis 1:20-23;  
Day 6: animals, Genesis 1:24-25)

2. How did God create all things? (He spoke and they 
were created, Genesis 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24)

3. What did God think of His creation? (It was good, 
Genesis 1:10,12,18,21,25)

4. Why did God create the world? God created the 
world and everything in it for His glory. 

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever considered how detailed God’s 
creation is? Let’s watch our video.

Show the “Unit 1, Session 1” video.
LEADER • Wow! God is so creative! He made every 

animal so different and interesting! What was most 
interesting to you? What are some things God made 
that you might see each day that can remind you to 

• “Unit 1, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video

from 1 Corinthians 8:6. Can you find it in your 
Bible? Let’s say it together.

Show the slide or poster of the key passage,  
1 Corinthians 8:6. Lead the boys and girls to read the verse. 
Then sing together “One God.”

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • God created everything in the world—everything 
that we see and even things we don’t see! He created 
the sun and the wind and the mountains and the 
beach and flamingos and bears and even fish that 
haven’t even been discovered yet that live in the 
deepest parts of the ocean! Why do you think God 
did all of this? Why did God create the world? 
That’s a good question. Let’s see if we can find out 
using God’s Word. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

LEADER • Turn in your Bible to Genesis 1. It is at the very 
beginning of the Bible. Let’s find out more about 
what God created and why. Listen closely for the 
answer to the big picture question, Why did God 
create the world? Let’s also listen for the words, “It 
was good.” Each time you hear “It was good,” shake 
your hands in the air.

Show the video, or tell the Bible story in your own words 
using the script provided. For a shorter version of the story, 
read the bolded text.
LEADER • God didn’t create a boring world of black and 

white. He created a beautiful, fascinating world! He 
gave us all different kinds of plants and animals to 

• Bibles
• “God Created the 

World” Video
• Big Picture Question 

Slide or Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster

1312 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1. The Big Picture 
    Question sets the stage  
    for Bible learning. 

2. The Bible story is 
    designed to connect kids 
    to the grand narrative 
    of redemption.

3.  Bible story 
    review questions  
    reinforce learning.

4.  A Discussion Starter 
Video is included in the 
Leader Kit.

3

4
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praise Him? Why did God create the world? God 
created the world and everything in it for His 
glory. We can respond to all that God created by 
giving Him glory, or praise, for it!

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. If 
this is not possible, encourage boys and girls to ask their 
parents, small group leaders, or other Christian adults any 
questions they may have about becoming a Christian.

Big picture question and prayer (5 minutes)

Show the big picture question slide or poster. 
LEADER • What is the answer to the big picture question? 

Why did God create the world? God created the 
world and everything in it for His glory.

Guide kids to sit in rows. Give the first kid in each row 
a playground ball. Ask him to say the first word of the 
question and pass the ball. �e next kid will say the next 
word before passing the ball. Continue until the question 
and the answer are completed. If the ball reaches the end of 
the row before question and answer is finished, the last kid 
should reverse the direction. �e first row to finish wins.

Before transitioning to small groups, make any necessary 
announcements. Lead kids in prayer. Praise God for the 
great gift He has given through His creation. Ask God to 
help each child be thankful to Him when enjoying the 
beauty of creation.

Dismiss to small groups

• playground balls, 
1 per row

• Big Picture Question 
slide or poster

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, 
and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from 
the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what 
these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God 
is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves 
God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent 
His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the 
punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our 
own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross 
for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:19.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-
10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus 
alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning 
from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.

1514 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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praise Him? Why did God create the world? God 
created the world and everything in it for His 
glory. We can respond to all that God created by 
giving Him glory, or praise, for it!

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. If 
this is not possible, encourage boys and girls to ask their 
parents, small group leaders, or other Christian adults any 
questions they may have about becoming a Christian.

Big picture question and prayer (5 minutes)

Show the big picture question slide or poster. 
LEADER • What is the answer to the big picture question? 

Why did God create the world? God created the 
world and everything in it for His glory.

Guide kids to sit in rows. Give the first kid in each row 
a playground ball. Ask him to say the first word of the 
question and pass the ball. �e next kid will say the next 
word before passing the ball. Continue until the question 
and the answer are completed. If the ball reaches the end of 
the row before question and answer is finished, the last kid 
should reverse the direction. �e first row to finish wins.

Before transitioning to small groups, make any necessary 
announcements. Lead kids in prayer. Praise God for the 
great gift He has given through His creation. Ask God to 
help each child be thankful to Him when enjoying the 
beauty of creation.

Dismiss to small groups

• playground balls, 
1 per row

• Big Picture Question 
slide or poster

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, 
and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from 
the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what 
these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God 
is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves 
God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent 
His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the 
punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our 
own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross 
for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:19.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-
10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus 
alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning 
from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.

1514 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

1. Every Leader Guide 
    includes talking points to 
    help leaders communicate 
    the gospel to kids.
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Small Group LEADER

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Encourage the kids to find Genesis 1 in their Bibles. 
SAY • Where is the Book of Genesis located in the Bible? 

(the first book) Who wrote Genesis? (Moses) Moses 
wrote the Pentateuch, or the Law, which is the first 
five books of the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word. 
God chose people to write down the message He 
gave them.

Use the small group timeline to show kids where today’s 
Bible story. Point to the first picture. Explain that God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit have always 
existed. (See John 1:1-4.) God did not begin at the 
beginning of the timeline because He has always been and 
always will be. God is eternal. Our timeline begins when 
God created everything for His glory. Write the numbers 
1–6 on separate sheets of paper and tape them around the 
room. 

As you review the Bible story, ask kids to stand by the 
number that indicates what day of creation you are speaking 
about. Ask them to take a pencil with them so that they 
can list on that sheet of paper some of the things that God 
created on that specific day. 

Read the story provided using the bolded text, or 
summarize the story in your own words. Pause in the story 
as you mention each day, giving kids time to write on each 
numbered sheet of paper. After finishing the story, challenge 
kids to go to one of the numbered sheets and write today’s 
main point on it. 

Show the main point slide or poster.
SAY • God created everything in six days, and it was all very 

good! God created everything for His glory. 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Slide or 

Poster
• Small Group 

Timeline
• paper
• tape

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Make sure the key passage, 1 Corinthians 8:6, is visible for 
each child, either as the printed poster or written on a dry 
erase board. Read the verse together.
SAY • Our key passage says the everything that exists comes 

from God—including us! God made you and me for 
Himself. He wants us to live for Him.  God created 
everything for His glory. Also Jesus is Lord over 
everything, and He gives us life! 

Write the words of the key passage on paper plates and hide 
them around the room. Create two sets, using two different-
colored markers to differentiate between the two sets.

Form two teams and assign each team a color. Place a 
jump rope on the ground and explain that each team will 
make a straight line starting behind the jump rope. Teams 
will take turns sending one player to look for plates until 
all are found. After the plates are found, designate one 
child from each team to hold the hula hoop a few feet from 
the jump rope. Guide each player to toss the paper plate 
through the hula hoop in the order of the verse, reading the 
word aloud as a team as each plate is tossed.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper plates
• markers
• jump rope
• hula hoop

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory. 

1716 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

1
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Small Group LEADER

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Encourage the kids to find Genesis 1 in their Bibles. 
SAY • Where is the Book of Genesis located in the Bible? 

(the first book) Who wrote Genesis? (Moses) Moses 
wrote the Pentateuch, or the Law, which is the first 
five books of the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word. 
God chose people to write down the message He 
gave them.

Use the small group timeline to show kids where today’s 
Bible story. Point to the first picture. Explain that God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit have always 
existed. (See John 1:1-4.) God did not begin at the 
beginning of the timeline because He has always been and 
always will be. God is eternal. Our timeline begins when 
God created everything for His glory. Write the numbers 
1–6 on separate sheets of paper and tape them around the 
room. 

As you review the Bible story, ask kids to stand by the 
number that indicates what day of creation you are speaking 
about. Ask them to take a pencil with them so that they 
can list on that sheet of paper some of the things that God 
created on that specific day. 

Read the story provided using the bolded text, or 
summarize the story in your own words. Pause in the story 
as you mention each day, giving kids time to write on each 
numbered sheet of paper. After finishing the story, challenge 
kids to go to one of the numbered sheets and write today’s 
main point on it. 

Show the main point slide or poster.
SAY • God created everything in six days, and it was all very 

good! God created everything for His glory. 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Slide or 

Poster
• Small Group 

Timeline
• paper
• tape

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Make sure the key passage, 1 Corinthians 8:6, is visible for 
each child, either as the printed poster or written on a dry 
erase board. Read the verse together.
SAY • Our key passage says the everything that exists comes 

from God—including us! God made you and me for 
Himself. He wants us to live for Him.  God created 
everything for His glory. Also Jesus is Lord over 
everything, and He gives us life! 

Write the words of the key passage on paper plates and hide 
them around the room. Create two sets, using two different-
colored markers to differentiate between the two sets.

Form two teams and assign each team a color. Place a 
jump rope on the ground and explain that each team will 
make a straight line starting behind the jump rope. Teams 
will take turns sending one player to look for plates until 
all are found. After the plates are found, designate one 
child from each team to hold the hula hoop a few feet from 
the jump rope. Guide each player to toss the paper plate 
through the hula hoop in the order of the verse, reading the 
word aloud as a team as each plate is tossed.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper plates
• markers
• jump rope
• hula hoop

SESSION TITLE: God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:1-25
MAIN POINT: God created everything for His glory.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory. 

1716 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1.  An activity is provided 
    to reinforce the 
    Key Passage.

2. Bible skills are 
    strengthened during 
    Bible story review.

2



42

worship God because of its beauty and detail. God 
created everything for His glory. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Prepare a journal using a folder and the journal pages 
provided, or prepare a composition notebook for each child 
and allow them to glue their pages and other pertinent 
items inside. A journal activity will be provided each week. 
Distribute each child’s journal and instruct the kids to draw 
a picture of God’s creation that they enjoy. Writers can list 
things that they would like to praise God for creating. 
SAY • God created many amazing things! Why do you 

think He did this? God created everything for His 
glory. Whenever something in creation brings us joy, 
we can thank God for it.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the coloring page provided with this session. Pray, 
thanking God for His wonderful creation. Pray for each 
child by name, asking God to open her eyes to the wonder 
and beauty of His creation so she will worship Him.

• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• pens, crayons, etc.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What day? 
Guide kids to help you make up motions for each of the six 
days. For example, for Day 1, kids might hold up both arms 
as if they are seeing light for the first time, or they might 
make a big circle with their arms because God created the 
earth. On Day 2, they might make waves with their arms 
to indicate that God separated the waters from the sky. 
For Day 3, kids might stand or bend like a tree. Continue 
making motions to illustrate what happened on each day. 
Review them a few times before beginning the game. 

Call out one of the days. Challenge kids to do the 
motion for the day. 
SAY • God created everything over six days. He did this so 

that all things might bring Him glory!

OPTION 2: Worship mural
Place a plastic drop cloth or tablecloth onto a hard floor or 
long table to protect the surface. Roll out a large piece of 
paper on top of the covering. Invite kids to put on a smock 
and to paint using the nature mediums. Guide them to 
paint things that God created that inspire them to worship 
Him. Ask kids to wipe off their hands using the hand wipes 
when finished. Use a blow dryer on the mural to speed up 
drying time. Only the adults should use the blow dryer 
for safety reasons. After the mural is dry, you may hang it 
in your classroom or cut it into pieces so children can take 
home pieces of the work that they did with their friends.
SAY • We can worship God for many reasons. He has done 

so many great things for us! All of creation was 
made with a purpose, and all of creation points us to 

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
(enhanced CD)

• large piece of paper
•  plastic drop cloth or 

table cloth
• nature items 

(leaves, sticks, grass, 
flowers)

• smocks, 1 per child
• hand wipes
• blow dryer 

(optional)

1918 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1
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worship God because of its beauty and detail. God 
created everything for His glory. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Prepare a journal using a folder and the journal pages 
provided, or prepare a composition notebook for each child 
and allow them to glue their pages and other pertinent 
items inside. A journal activity will be provided each week. 
Distribute each child’s journal and instruct the kids to draw 
a picture of God’s creation that they enjoy. Writers can list 
things that they would like to praise God for creating. 
SAY • God created many amazing things! Why do you 

think He did this? God created everything for His 
glory. Whenever something in creation brings us joy, 
we can thank God for it.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the coloring page provided with this session. Pray, 
thanking God for His wonderful creation. Pray for each 
child by name, asking God to open her eyes to the wonder 
and beauty of His creation so she will worship Him.

• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• pens, crayons, etc.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What day? 
Guide kids to help you make up motions for each of the six 
days. For example, for Day 1, kids might hold up both arms 
as if they are seeing light for the first time, or they might 
make a big circle with their arms because God created the 
earth. On Day 2, they might make waves with their arms 
to indicate that God separated the waters from the sky. 
For Day 3, kids might stand or bend like a tree. Continue 
making motions to illustrate what happened on each day. 
Review them a few times before beginning the game. 

Call out one of the days. Challenge kids to do the 
motion for the day. 
SAY • God created everything over six days. He did this so 

that all things might bring Him glory!

OPTION 2: Worship mural
Place a plastic drop cloth or tablecloth onto a hard floor or 
long table to protect the surface. Roll out a large piece of 
paper on top of the covering. Invite kids to put on a smock 
and to paint using the nature mediums. Guide them to 
paint things that God created that inspire them to worship 
Him. Ask kids to wipe off their hands using the hand wipes 
when finished. Use a blow dryer on the mural to speed up 
drying time. Only the adults should use the blow dryer 
for safety reasons. After the mural is dry, you may hang it 
in your classroom or cut it into pieces so children can take 
home pieces of the work that they did with their friends.
SAY • We can worship God for many reasons. He has done 

so many great things for us! All of creation was 
made with a purpose, and all of creation points us to 

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
(enhanced CD)

• large piece of paper
•  plastic drop cloth or 

table cloth
• nature items 

(leaves, sticks, grass, 
flowers)

• smocks, 1 per child
• hand wipes
• blow dryer 

(optional)

1918 God the CreatorYounger Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 1

Features

 1.  Hands-on, small group 
activities are designed to 
reach kids with multiple 
learning styles.

2. Low-prep options are
    provided for leaders 
    with limited time 
    and resources.
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KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world?  
God created the world and  
everything in it for His glory.

 
BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

• God planned for all of creation 
to bring Him glory.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What are some things that God 
created? (See Genesis 1-2.)

• What does it mean to bring 
God glory? (We can show people 
how awesome God is.)

• How can you and your family 
bring God glory this week?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• As you are riding in a vehicle, 
lead kids to observe God’s 
creation around you. Talk about 
how God’s creation displays His 
glory. Pray as a family thanking 
God for His creation. 

• Take it a step further by going 
on a family nature walk. 

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

INSTRUCTIONS: Find your way through the maze to reveal the days of creation.

1

MAIN POINT: GOD CREATED EVERYTHING FOR HIS GLORY. God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25 2
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KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did God create the world?  
God created the world and  
everything in it for His glory.

 
BIBLE STORY: 

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

• In the beginning, there was 
nothing but God.

• God made the world out of 
nothing. 

• God saw everything He made 
was good.

• God planned for all of creation 
to bring Him glory.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What are some things that God 
created? (See Genesis 1-2.)

• What does it mean to bring 
God glory? (We can show people 
how awesome God is.)

• How can you and your family 
bring God glory this week?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• As you are riding in a vehicle, 
lead kids to observe God’s 
creation around you. Talk about 
how God’s creation displays His 
glory. Pray as a family thanking 
God for His creation. 

• Take it a step further by going 
on a family nature walk. 

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 1 Session 1

God Created the World

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

INSTRUCTIONS: Find your way through the maze to reveal the days of creation.

1

Younger 
Kids
Activity 
Pages

MAIN POINT: GOD CREATED EVERYTHING FOR HIS GLORY. God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25 2

Features

 1. Bible Story Points help 
    parents review the
    session with their kids.

2.  Family Discussion 
Starters equip parents 
to engage their kids in 
spiritual conversations.

3. Family Activity         
    suggestions help parents                           
    continue the Bible          
    learning at home.

3

1

3

2
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God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25

®®

4
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Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question for Kids: Why did 
God create the world? God created the world 
and everything in it for His glory. 

Main Point: God created everything for His glory.

Christ Connection: �e Bible says that 
Jesus is Lord over all of creation. Everything 
was created by Him and for Him. �e Son 
has always existed, and He holds everything 
together. (Colossians 1:16-17)

Family Points:  
•What did God create? 
• What does it mean to give God glory?  
(We show everyone how awesome He is.)  
•How can you do that this week?

God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25

The Big 
Picture
Cards for 
Families:
Kids
Features

1. Includes the Key Passage, 
    Big Picture Question, 
    Main Point, and 
    Christ Connection for   
    each session.

2. Includes Family 
    Points to help parents  
    engage their kids in     
    spiritual discussions.

3. New card size! Cards 
    fit easily inside trading 
    card pages. 

4. Cards are hole-punched 
    and packaged 
    with  a loose-leaf ring 
    for convenience.

1

3

2
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THE GOSPEL 
PROJECT® 
FOR KIDS 

THREE-YEAR 
STUDY PLAN
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Year 1
 
Fall 2015: The Story Begins
God the Creator (Genesis)
God the Covenant-Maker  
(Genesis)
God the Covenant-Keeper
(Genesis)

Winter 2015-2016: God Delivers
God the Redeemer (Exodus)
Christmas (Matthew, Luke)
God Is Holy
(Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy)

Spring 2016:
The Promised Land
God the Savior (Numbers, Joshua)
Easter (Gospels)
God Judges His People
(Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel)

Summer 2016: 
A Kingdom Established
God the King (1-2 Samuel, Psalms)
God All Wise (1 Kings, Proverbs)
Wisdom Literature 
(Ecclesiastes, Job, Psalms)

Study Plan
Chronological

Year 2 

Fall 2016: Prophets and Kings
God the Revealer  
(1-2 Kings, Isaiah)
God the Pursuer (Hosea, Jonah, Joel)
Jeremiah and Captivity 
(2 Chronicles, Jeremiah, Ezekiel)

Winter 2016-2017: 
Exile and Return
God the Sustainer (Daniel)
Christmas (Isaiah, Matthew, Luke)
God the Provider 
(Nehemiah, Esther, Malachi)

Spring 2017: The Rescue Begins
God the Son (Gospels)
Easter (Gospels)
God Among Us (Luke, John)

Summer 2017: Stories and Signs
Jesus the Storyteller  
(Gospels)
Jesus the Miracle-Worker  
(Gospels)
Jesus the Healer (Gospels)

Year 3

Fall 2017: Jesus Saves
Jesus the Anoited One (Gospels)
Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Jesus the Risen King 
(Isaiah, Gospels, Acts)

Winter 2017-2018: 
The Church on Mission
The God Who Empowers (Acts)
Christmas (Matthew, Luke)
The God Who Sends (Acts)

Spring 2018: Letters to God’s 
People
The God Who Leads (Letters)
Easter (Gospels)
The God Who Changes Us 
(Letters)

Summer 2018: Come, Lord Jesus
God’s Plan for Paul (Acts, Letters)
The God Who Gives Hope 
(Letters)
The God Who Makes All Things 
New (Letters, Revelation)

Study plan 
aligns with 
Students 

and Adults!
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Kids

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
KIDS LEADER KIT
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

Preschool Leader Kit 
with Worship 
Contains Babies & 
Toddlers Leader Guide, 
Preschool Leader Guide, 
Preschool Activity Pack, 
videos, music, and a full 
set of worship resources, 
including cool music 
videos, for an additional 
hour of worship. Purchase 
one Leader Kit with 
Worship for your ministry 
area and additional 
Leader Guides and 
Activity Packs as needed 
for your ministry size. 

Kids Leader Kit with 
Worship 
Contains a Younger Kids 
Leader Guide, Older 
Kids Leader Guide, Kids 
Activity Pack, videos, 
music, and a full set of 
worship resources— 
including cool music 
videos, missions videos, 
and a worship guide—for 
an additional hour of 
worship. Purchase one 
Leader Kit with Worship 
for your ministry area 
and additional Leader 
Guides and Activity 
Packs as needed for 
your ministry size. 

Kids Leader Kit 
Includes Younger Kids 
Leader Guide, Older 
Kids Leader Guide, Kids 
Activity Pack, videos, 
and music. Each Activity 
Pack contains fun Activity 
Pages and The Big 
Picture Cards for Families 
to help parents continue 
the learning at home. 
Purchase one Leader Kit 
and additional Leader 
Guides and Activity 
Packs as needed for your 
ministry size. 

Preschool Leader Kit  
Includes Babies & Toddlers 
Leader Guide, Preschool 
Leader Guide, Preschool 
Activity Pack, videos, and 
music. Each Activity Pack 
contains fun Activity Pages 
and The Big Picture Cards 
for Families to help parents 
continue the learning 
at home. Purchase one 
Leader Kit and additional 
Leader Guides and Activity 
Packs as needed for your 
ministry size. The Babies 
& Toddlers Leader Guide 
includes bonus teaching 
hour suggestions.

Kids Products

Kids

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
KIDS LEADER KIT WITH WORSHIP
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

Kids

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
PRESCHOOL LEADER KIT
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

Kids

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
PRESCHOOL LEADER KIT WITH WORSHIP
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

GET STARTED WITH A LEADER KIT!
Each Leader Kit is packed with the essential resources you need to lead your groups. 
Simply order one Kit per preschool or kids ministry. If you need an additional hour of 
content, including worship resources, try the Leader Kit with Worship. Order a Leader Guide 
for each leader and Activity Packs for each child separately.

Print
Digital curriculum bundles are available. Visit gospelproject.com for details.
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Family App 
This convenient, easy-to-navigate app is filled with 
simple things parents and kids can do to review each 
week’s session. Enables parents to engage in Bible 
learning with their kids. Available through the App 
Store and Google Play™.

Leader Guide 
Provides easy-to-use, low-prep lesson 
plans and a variety of hands-on 
activities for each session. Order one 
for each leader. 

  

Activity Pages 
Engage kids in learning! Includes one 
Activity Page per session, along with 
a coloring page for Preschool and 
Younger Kids. Order one per child and 
extra for visitors.

Available for Preschool, Younger 
Kids, and Older Kids.  

Kids

B.C.

A.D.

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
YOUNGER KIDS LEADER GUIDE
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

Kids

B.C.

A.D.

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
YOUNGER KIDS ACTIVITY PAGES
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

The Big Picture Cards for Families 
Fifteen colorful cards equip parents 
with a Big Picture Question and points 
for family discussion.The preschool 
version also provides simple phrases 
parents repeat to babies and toddlers to 
reinforce learning at home. Order one 
pack per child and extra for visitors.

Available for Preschool and Kids.

  

Posters 
A variety of poster options is provided 
to help you create an engaging 
learning environment.

The Gospel Project for Kids Small 
Group Timeline  

The Gospel Project for Kids Giant 
Timeline Bonus Pack 

Poster Pack 

Books of the Bible Posters Ed Stetzer General Editor  Trevin Wax Managing Editor

T h e  S t o r y  B e g i n s

Kids Poster Pack

Kids

gospelproject.com

Activity Pack 
Contains Activity Pages for use in group 
and a set of The Big Picture Cards for 
Families for sending home. Order one 
per child and extra for visitors.

Available for Preschool, Younger Kids, 
and Older Kids.  

Kids

B.C.

A.D.

STORY
BEGINS

THE

FALL 2015 
YOUNGER KIDS ACTIVITY PAGES
Ed Stetzer • General Editor
Trevin Wax • Managing Editor

God Created the World 

Genesis 1:1-25
®

God Created the World 

Genesis 1:1-25
®

God Created the World 

Genesis 1:1-25
®

God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25

®

God Created the World 
Genesis 1:1-25

®®

Available for Babies and 
Toddlers, Preschool, Younger 
Kids, and Older Kids. 
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This fall, The Gospel Project will begin a new chronological, Christ-centered 
study cycle in which all ages—Adults, Students, and Kids—will discover 

the overarching thread of redemption that runs from Genesis to Revelation. 
Every session, participants will be immersed in the gospel and challenged to 

live on mission for the Kingdom.

VIEW THE NEW STUDY PLAN TODAY AT GOSPELPROJECT.COM/2015.

Download 3  
additional preview 
sessions at  
gospelproject.com.

ORDER FOR  
ALL AGES.

p: 800.458.2772 

w:  gospelproject.com

t: @gospel_project

f:  facebook.com/thegospelproject

b:  gospelproject.com/blog

FIND THE GOSPEL 
PROJECT ONLINE.

Kids

B.C.
A.D.

STORYBEGINS
THE

FALL 2015 
YOUNGER KIDS LEADER GUIDEEd Stetzer • General EditorTrevin Wax • Managing Editor

CHRONOLOGICAL

THE

THE STORY 
BEGINS

FALL 2015: PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
Ed Stetzer General Editor
Trevin Wax Managing Editor

A.D.

B.C.

CHRONOLOGICAL

FALL 2015: Personal Study Guide HCSB

Ed Stetzer  Gener a l Editor

Trevin Wax  M a naging Editor

Volume 1
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