
FOR THE 
LEADER

Isaac and Rebekah 
Genesis 21:1-7; 24

God’s call of Abraham is central to every episode in his life. God made several promises 
to Abraham in that calling. In subsequent encounters, God clarified and explained these 
promises. At the heart of all of them was God’s pledge to multiply Abraham’s descendants 
into a nation that would occupy the land of Canaan. God would bless all humanity through 
Abraham. Every event moves the narrative one step closer to that blessing. Therefore, every 
experience in Abraham’s life must be interpreted in light of its correlation to the fulfillment 
of God’s pledge. 

God promised to make a great nation from Abraham’s countless descendants. God is 
faithful. Within the year specified, Sarah became the mother of Abraham’s son. The couple 
named him Isaac in obedience to the Lord’s instructions. God promised to make a great 
nation from Abraham’s countless descendants. Isaac— Abraham and Sarah’s only son and 
heir to the promise—was in his late thirties. Fulfillment of the promise required a new 
generation, but Isaac was not married and his prospects for a wife weren’t particularly 
hopeful. Abraham opposed any union with the women of Canaan. 

Abraham commissioned a servant to go back to Haran and obtain a wife from 
Abraham’s extended family. While he paused at a well in Haran, the servant prayed for 
success. God granted the servant’s petition and led him to Rebekah, Abraham’s brother’s 
granddaughter. The servant lavished her with gold jewelry. When her brother Laban saw 
the expensive ornaments, he invited the servant to dine with the family. Before accepting 
the invitation, the servant shared in great detail his mission, his prayer, and his perception 
of Rebekah’s advent. After hearing his story, Rebekah’s father and brother consented to 
betrothing her to Isaac. Rebekah and Isaac were married when Isaac was 40 years old. God 
made a promise to Abraham, and God always keeps His promises.   
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 21:1-7; 24

MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 40:28

BONUS VERSE: Psalm 54:2

TEXT TRUTH: God hears our prayers.

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT: Names the 10 divisions of the Old and New Testament. Locates 
the two main parts of the Bible-the Old Testament and the New Testament-and 
identifies some books in each part.

BIBLE STUDY  
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: “Marriage 
Ring” (Slide), “Text Truth 
4” (Slide)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, Family Cards, 
“Wedding Customs” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“Isaiah 40:28” (Poster 
Pack), timer

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 4” 
(Slide), crayons, paper

APPLY THE TRUTH  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
Bible

 ¨ Review: “Review 
Questions” (Printables), 
tape

 ¨ Tech Connect 
(Optional): a device with 
the LifeWay Kids app 

ACTIVITIES  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Bible Book 
Cards” (Printables), 
“Bible Books” (Books 
of the Bible Posters), 5 
pieces of paper, marker, 
tape

 ¨ Move: 4 large plastic 
containers, water, plastic 
cups, painter’s tape

 ¨ Make: 3 whole chenille 
stems of same color cut in 
half (one set per child)

 ¨ Explore: “Soto Family 
and Ministry Photos” 
(Poster Pack), “Soto Photo 
Captions,” (Printables), 
tape, index cards, pencils
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See Printables for additional 
family resources.

CHRIST IN CONTEXT: 
The Book of Genesis is a 
book of beginnings. In the 
beginning, God created a 
perfect world. Sin separated 
mankind from God and 
showed that people need a 
Savior. God called Abraham 
and promised him that one 
day his descendants would 
be God’s special people and 
one day, He would send a 
Messiah—Jesus—to rescue 
them.

ISAAC AND REBEKAH 
Genesis 21:1-7; 24

God kept His special promise to Abraham and Sarah. Sarah had a baby boy 
and Abraham named his son Isaac. Isaac grew up and one day Abraham 
called his servant. Abraham asked the man to travel back to the land 
Abraham was from and find a wife for Abraham’s son, Isaac. 

The servant took 10 camels and many goods. When he arrived, he made the 
camels kneel beside a well. It was the time of day when women would come 
to the well for water.

The servant prayed to God, “Please help me today. Let the girl to whom I 
say, ‘Please lower your water jug so I can have a drink’ and who responds, 
‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen 
to marry Isaac.”

Before he finished his prayer, a woman named Rebekah appeared. She was 
very beautiful. She filled her jug with water. The servant went to her and 
said, “Please let me have a little water from your jug.” Rebekah answered, 
“Drink.” When she finished giving him water, she said, “I’ll give water to 
your camels.”

She gave water for the servant’s camels until they were finished drinking.

The servant watched her to see whether or not she was the woman God had 
picked for Isaac.

When the camels finished drinking, the servant asked Rebekah about her 
family. He wanted to stay with them. Rebekah agreed.

The man bowed down and worshiped the Lord for providing for Abraham’s 
son Isaac. 

Rebekah led him to meet her family. Soon, Rebekah’s family agreed that 
God had chosen her for Isaac. Rebekah traveled with the servant back to 
Abraham’s home. When she arrived, she and Isaac were married. Isaac 
loved her.
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

Need an Opening Activity? Choose one of the activities in the Activities  
section and adapt it to introduce the session.

JUMP IN
• Begin: “Welcome to Bible Study today. Can anybody remember who we 

talked about last week in our study?” (Abraham)
• Display the “Marriage Ring” slide.
• Ask: “What is this a picture of?” (A ring) “What does the picture in the 

middle of the ring show?” (Two people, a cross, words) “When you decide to 
marry someone, what does the man usually give the woman?” (A ring)

• Explain: “For many, many years, it has been a tradition if a woman 
agreed to marry a man, she received jewelry.”

• Say: “Today we are going to talk about Abraham’s promised son, Isaac. In 
today’s Bible story, God provides a wife for Isaac in a very special way. We 
don’t know if they had a special ring like this one, but we do know that 
God was keeping His promise to Abraham’s family.”

• Say: “Last week we learned about God’s plan to give Abraham a very big 
family. Part of God’s plan was that Isaac would marry and have a family 
so Abraham’s family could continue to grow.”

• Explain: “In our Bible story today, someone prayed for help.”
• Display the Text Truth: God hears our prayers. Read it out loud 

together.
• Conclude: “Let’s see how God answered this person’s prayer.

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Begin: “What book in the Bible have we been reading from for the past 

few weeks?” (Genesis)
• Say: “Turn in your Bibles to the book of Genesis. We are going to find 

chapter 24, and then verse 12.”
• Invite one or two volunteers to read verses 12-15 to the group.
• Continue telling the Bible story in your own words, using the Bible story 

page as a guide.
• Explain: “The servant that Abraham sent to find Isaac’s wife prayed for 

God to reveal who the woman should be, by offering him and his camels 
a drink, and immediately God answered his prayer.”

• Ask: “What was the name of the woman who watered the servant’s 
camels?” (Rebekah)

• Read Genesis 24:26-27 to the children. 
• Say: “What did the servant do after he met Rebekah at the well?” 

(Worshiped God.)
• Continue: “Rebekah’s family agreed that she should go back to Canaan 

and marry Isaac. The servant also gave Rebekah a gold ring and bracelets 
to let her family know that Abraham intended to bless their family.”

• Display “Wedding Customs” poster, and discuss the information.

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Marriage Ring” 

and “Text Truth 4” (Slide)
• Examine the Text: Bibles, 

Family Cards, “Wedding 
Customs” (Poster Pack)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: 
“Isaiah 40:28” (Poster Pack), 
timer

• Prayer: “Text Truth 4” (Slide), 
crayons, paper
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BIBLE STUDY

• Distribute Family Cards. Encourage children to work with their family on 
some of the Bible skills located on the back of the card.

• Remind children of the picture of the ring and how God heard the 
servant’s prayer.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 4 video.
• Ask: “What animal did Joel meet? How much water can a camel drink in 

one sitting? What did he learn about today’s Bible story?”

MEMORY VERSE
 ¨ Bonus Verse Option: The Memory Verse activity each week is focused on the 

monthly Memory Verse, Isaiah 40:28. If your kids quickly memorize the Memory 
Verse, you may opt to challenge them to learn an additional weekly Bonus Verse. 
This week’s Bonus Verse is Psalm 54:2.

• Say: “We have had the same Memory Verse for this month, can anybody 
remember where we find it?” (Isaiah)

• Display the “Isaiah 40:28” poster.
• Form groups of 3-4 kids. Allow each group to say the verse aloud a few 

times, taking turns. 
• Ask: “What does this verse tell us about God’s understanding?” (Allow for 

responses.)
• Say: “We cannot begin to understand all of the things God knows 

and understands. He is so wise and knows everything. When I think 
about that, it reminds me that I can trust God. He understands what is 
happening all the time, even when I do not! Last week we talked about 
how Isaiah said that God never becomes weary. Remember that weary 
means tired.”

• Continue: “We are going to run in place saying our Bible verse, and see if 
we become tired after continuing to run for a long time.”

• Time students to see who can go the longest running and saying the 
Bible verse. Encourage kids to try to say the verse without looking at the 
poster.

PRAYER
• Review the Text Truth: God hears our prayers.
• Say: “When we pray, we can trust that God always hears us. When the 

servant prayed, God heard him and immediately answered. We may not 
always get a quick answer, because God works in His timing. But we can 
know that God hears us.”

• Distribute crayons and paper to each child. Encourage children to write 
down their prayers or draw a picture of something they want to tell God.

• Pray for each child, thanking God that He hears our prayers and knows 
what we need even before we ask.
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APPLY

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Explorer 

Guides, pens, Bible
• Review: “Review Questions” 

(Printables)
• Tech Connect (Optional): a 

device with the LifeWay Kids 
app

APPLY THE TRUTH (20 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and locate today’s pages.
• Invite kids to take turns reading aloud the “Crazy Camel Facts.”
• Help boys and girls solve “An Amazing Maze.” Invite kids to share their 

favorite part or detail in today’s Bible story as they work.
• Read aloud “Worldwide Weddings.”
• Review today’s object, the “Marriage Ring.”
• Guide girls and boys to understand more about praying to God by leading 

them to complete the activity, “Praying Hands.”

REVIEW
 ¨ Print or write out the review questions and hide them around the room. You 

may opt to print and hide multiple copies of each question so multiple kids can 
answer it.

• Explain to children that there are hidden review questions around the 
room. Tell children that if they find a question, they have to bring it to an 
adult to read it out loud. If they answer the question correctly, then they 
get to go back and look for more hidden questions.

• Questions:
▸▸ What animal did Rebekah give water to? (camel, Genesis 24:20)
▸▸ Where did the servant meet Rebekah? (At the well/spring, Genesis 
24:11,15)

▸▸ What did the servant do after Rebekah offered him and the camels 
water? (worshiped God, Genesis 24:26)

▸▸ What was the name of Abraham’s son, who was looking for a wife? 
(Isaac, Genesis 24:4)

▸▸ What was some of the jewelry that the servant gave Rebekah? (A ring 
and bracelets, Genesis 24:22)

▸▸ What was our Text Truth this week? (God hears our prayers.)
▸▸ In what book of the Bible is today’s Bible story found? (Genesis)
▸▸ Name one thing you learned from this week’s Bible story.

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.
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ACTIVITIES

WATER FROM THE WELL 
RELAY
Tools: 4 large containers, water, plastic cups, 
painter’s tape, towels

 ¨ Clear an empty area for two lines of children 
to race in the room. Fill two of the large 
containers with water and place towels 
underneath.

•	 Form	two	groups	behind	the	two	empty	large	
containers.	Place	tape	on	the	floor	to	create	a	
starting	line	for	the	race.

•	 Explain	to	children	that	they	cannot	run	with	
the	cups	of	water,	only	fast	walk.	Choose	a	
child	to	model	a	fast	walk.

•	 Explain:	“Each	group	will	take	an	empty	cup	
down	to	the	container	with	the	water,	then	
walk	back	to	the	empty	containers	and	pour	
out	the	contents	of	the	cup.	We	are	going	
to	see	which	team	can	fill	up	the	empty	
container	the	fastest.”

•	 Remind	kids	that	moving	too	fast	will	cause	
them	to	spill	the	water.	

•	 Let	children	play	as	time	allows.
•	 Review	the	Text	Truth:	God hears our 

prayers.
•	 Explain:	“The	servant	prayed	to	God	to	show	

him	the	woman	Isaac	should	marry.	What	
did	he	pray	the	woman	would	do?”	(She 
would give him a drink and give water to his 
camels.)	“What	was	the	name	of	woman	who	
did	this?”	(Rebekah)

•	 Conclude:	“God	answered	the	man’s	prayer.	
We	can	be	confident	that	God hears our 
prayers	too.	He	may	not	always	answer	as	
quickly	as	He	did	the	servant,	but	we	know	He	
always	hears	us.”

ACTIVITIES (20 MINUTES)

• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

OLD TESTAMENT BOOK 
DIVISIONS

Tools: “Bible Book Cards” (Printables), “Bible 

Books” (Books of the Bible Posters), 5 pieces of 

paper, marker, tape
 ¨ Create signs for the first 3 divisions by 

writing Law, History, and Poetry and Wisdom 

on separate pieces of paper. Tape the signs to 

a wall, door, table top, or floor.

 ¨ Cut out Bible Book Cards from the divisions 

of Law, History, and Poetry and Wisdom 

(Genesis—Song of Solomon).

•	 Say:	“The	Books	of	the	Bible	are	arranged	in	a	

specific	order.	There	are	10	categories	called	

divisions	of	the	Bible	books.	Each	division	

is	about	a	common	theme	or	set	of	events.	

Knowing	what	division	a	Bible	book	belongs	

to	helps	us	know	where	to	find	the	book	and	

what	the	book	is	about.”	

•	 Continue:	“Does	anyone	remember	in	what	

division	Genesis	is	found?	(Law)

•	 Explain:	“We	are	going	to	look	at	the	first	3	

divisions:	the	Books	of	the	Law,	the	Books	

of	History,	and	the	Books	of	Poetry	and	

Wisdom.”
•	 Review	the	“Bible	Books”	poster,	pointing	

out	the	three	divisions	and	the	books	found	in	

each.
•	 Form	equal	groups,	giving	each	group	a	set	of	

the	Bible	Book	Cards.

•	 Show	children	the	division	signs,	and	explain	

how	they	are	to	tape	the	correct	books	under	

the	correct	sign.
•	 Before	you	begin,	remind	children	to	use	the	

“Bible	Books”	poster	for	help.

•	 After	the	children	have	been	given	some	time	

to	work	together	to	put	the	books	in	order,	

review	the	divisions	and	books	together.

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE
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SMALL GROUP

MATCH THE PHOTO
Tools: “Soto Family and Ministry Photos” 
(Poster Pack), “Soto Photo Captions,” 
(Printables), tape, index cards, pencils

 ¨ Display the photos in your room. Print the 
photo captions and cut them apart. 

•	 Say:	“This	month	we’ve	been	focusing	on	a	
missionary	couple	named	Luis	and	Betty	Soto.	
They	have	started	a	church	in	Utah	for	people	
who	speak	Spanish.	Many	of	the	people	in	
Utah	have	heard	of	Jesus,	but	they	do	not	
know	the	truth	of	who	the	Bible	says	Jesus	is.	
Luis	preaches	and	teaches	from	the	Bible	in	
Spanish	so	that	people	can	understand	they	
need	to	repent	of	their	sin	and	trust	Jesus	as	
Savior	and	Lord.”	

•	 Invite	kids	to	look	at	the	photos	that	you	have	
displayed.	Ask	for	volunteers	to	choose	a	
caption.	Encourage	kids	to	work	together	
to	match	the	caption	to	the	photo.	Tape	the	
caption	to	the	bottom	of	the	photo.	

•	 Next,	encourage	kids	to	look	at	the	photos	
again	and	write	on	an	index	card	ways	that	
they	can	pray	for	the	Sotos	and	mission	work	
in	Utah.	Suggest	prayers	for	their	family,	
health,	people	to	repent	and	trust	Christ,	the	
Soto’s	family	in	Puerto	Rico,	and	so	on.	

•	 Guide	kids	to	tape	the	index	cards	next	to	the	
photos.	Consider	making	a	“prayer	poster”	
with	the	photos	and	index	cards.	If	possible,	
leave	the	photos	displayed	during	the	rest	of	
the	quarter.	

•	 Close	with	a	prayer	time,	asking	kids	to	read	
the	prayer	requests	they	wrote.	Ask	for	a	few	
volunteers	to	voice	a	prayer	aloud.	

STARBURST RINGS

Tools: 3 chenille stems of same color,  
cut in half (one set per child)

•	 Begin:	“In	order	for	God	to	continue	to	bless	
Abraham,	Abraham	had	to	follow	God’s	plan.	

God	had	planned	for	Isaac,	Abraham’s	son,	
to	marry.	So	Abraham	sent	a	servant	to	find	
Isaac	a	wife.	The	servant	prayed	and	asked	
God	to	help	him	know	which	woman	was	the	

one	God	planned	for	Isaac	to	marry.”
•	 Continue:	“In	Genesis	24:22,	it	says	the	

servant	placed	a	gold	ring	and	two	bracelets	

on	Rebekah’s	hand	after	she	had	given	him	
and	his	camels	water.	Today	we	are	going	to	
make	starburst	rings	to	remind	us	of	how	God 
hears our prayers.”

•	 Distribute	the	sets	of	chenille	stems	to	the	
children.	Guide	the	children	to	count	out	five	

of	the	stems	and	then	bend	those	in	half.	
•	 Instruct	kids	to	lay	out	the	five	bent	stems	

next	to	each	other.	Lead	boys	and	girls	to	
slide	the	sixth	stem	in	the	bent	middle	of	each	

of	the	other	stems.	Then	twist	each	of	the	5	
stems	to	hold	the	sixth	stem	in	place.	

•	 Help	kids	to	securely	wrap	the	six	stem	
around	their	finger	while	keeping	the	5	stems	

on	the	front	side	of	their	finger.	Then	show	
the	children	how	to	bend	the	loose	ends	of	
the	5	bent	stems	out	to	make	the	shape	of	a	
starburst.

ACTIVITIES

BIBLE SKILLS
MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE
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