
God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers in order to 
demonstrate His greatness and advance His plan for the nations.

CENTRAL truth

1. Greatest Acts
Divide your group into smaller groups of two to three students each. Give each small group a pen or pencil 

and a sheet of paper. Instruct them to brainstorm a list of the greatest human achievements in the history of 

the world. If they struggle to think of things, help them out by giving them some examples: invention of the 

wheel, the printing press, the Protestant Reformation, and so on. After giving students some time to compile 

their lists, ask each group share some of their answers. Point out that while all of these feats are impressive 

and certainly demonstrate the ingenuity and power of people, no one’s power is impressive compared to God. 

Today we are going to see that our God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers in order to demonstrate 

His greatness and advance His plan for the nations.

2. House of Cards
Divide your group into two teams. Give each a couple packs of playing cards or notebook cards. Tell each team 

that they will have three minutes to build the tallest tower they can with the cards. They can bend the cards 

if they want to make the tower sturdier. After time is up consider awarding a small prize to the team with the 

tallest tower with the stipulation that their tower must stand for at least 10 seconds after time is up. Point out 

how easy it is for a tower made of cards to topple over. Today we are going to see that our God has the power to 

topple human kings, governments, and nations. God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers in order 

to demonstrate His greatness and advance His plan for the nations.

EXPLORE options

EXPLORE scripture ISAIAH 23:8-18

GOD REIGNS

ISAIAH 23:8-12

ISAIAH 23:13-14

ISAIAH 23:15-18
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There is a famous poem by William Ernest Henley called Invictus 
which has been quoted in movies and books and speeches. The 
poem ends with this line, “It matters not how strait the gate, How 
charged with punishments the scroll, I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of my soul.” People love this poem because 
we all like to think of ourselves as competent, powerful people. 
While this poem has inspired many people to solve problems and 
overcome insecurities, it’s important to remember that the list 
of things outside our control is probably bigger than the list of 
things we can control. For instance, you can control your actions 
and attitude but not the actions and attitudes of other people. You 
also can’t control the weather, the passage of time, or what will 
happen in the future. The good news, however, is that God can 
control all those things—though this is only really good news 
for those who trust in Him. Today as we continue our study of 
Isaiah, we will see that God controls the rise and fall of nations 
and powers in order to demonstrate His greatness and advance 
His plan for the nations.

THIS WEEK’S focus
What are some things in 
your life that you feel like 
you have control over? What 
are some things that are 
outside your control?

Does the list of things that 
you can’t control bother 
you? Which of these things 
do you most wish you 
could control?

LET’S talk
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8 Who planned this against Tyre, the bestower of 
crowns, whose traders are princes, whose merchants 
are the honored ones of the earth? 9 The Lord 
of Armies planned it, to desecrate all its glorious 
beauty, to disgrace all the honored ones of the 
earth. 10 Overflow your land like the Nile, daughter 
of Tarshish; there is no longer anything to restrain 

you. 11 He stretched out his hand over the sea; he 
made kingdoms tremble. The Lord has commanded 
that the Canaanite fortresses be destroyed. 12 He 
said, “You will not celebrate anymore, ravished 
young woman, daughter of Sidon. Get up and cross 
over to Cyprus—even there you will have no rest!” 

13 Look at the land of the Chaldeans—a people 
who no longer exist. Assyria destined it for desert 
creatures. They set up their siege towers and 

stripped its palaces. They made it a ruin. 14 Wail, 
ships of Tarshish, because your fortress is destroyed! 

15 On that day Tyre will be forgotten for seventy 
years—the life span of one king. At the end of 
seventy years, what the song says about the 
prostitute will happen to Tyre: 16 Pick up your lyre, 
stroll through the city, you forgotten prostitute. 
Play skillfully, sing many a song so that you will 
be remembered. 17 And at the end of the seventy 

years, the Lord will restore Tyre and she will go 
back into business, prostituting herself with all 
the kingdoms of the world throughout the earth. 
18 But her profits and wages will be dedicated to the 
Lord. They will not be stored or saved, for her profit 
will go to those who live in the Lord’s presence, to 
provide them with ample food and sacred clothing..



KEY QUESTION

READ ISAIAH 23:8-12.
8 Who planned this against Tyre, the bestower 

of crowns, whose traders are princes, whose 

merchants are the honored ones of the earth? 

9 The Lord of Armies planned it, to desecrate all its 

glorious beauty, to disgrace all the honored ones 

of the earth. 10 Overflow your land like the Nile, 

daughter of Tarshish; there is no longer anything 

to restrain you. 11 He stretched out his hand over 

the sea; he made kingdoms tremble. The Lord 

has commanded that the Canaanite fortresses 

be destroyed. 12 He said, “You will not celebrate 

anymore, ravished young woman, daughter of 

Sidon. Get up and cross over to Cyprus—even 

there you will have no rest!” 

In Isaiah 23:1-7, God promised that Tyre, a wealthy city due to its large ships and 
important port, would find their ships destroyed. What message was God delivering 
through the question in verse 8?

Isaiah posed a rhetorical question about who would destroy Tyre. In other words, the answer to the question in 

verse 8 is obvious. Isaiah merely asked this question to make a point—God was the one who would bring Tyre 

down, raising His hand against Tyre and its sister city Sidon. Even those fleeing the region would not escape 

God’s judgment. 

CONTEXT | This is one of many pronouncements of judgment God gave Isaiah 
concerning foreign nations.

Isaiah 13-23 marks a new section of Isaiah’s prophecy as the focus turns to the destruction of 
several nations (mostly foreign nations). These oracles, however, do play on themes previously 
introduced, for example: many people in these nations are proud (13:19; 14:11; 16:6; 23:9), just 
like the people of Judah (2:11-12,17; 3:16), Israel (9:8), and the Assyrian king (10:5-14). Earlier 
prophecies affirmed that God will judge some of these nations (11:14) and that a godly remnant 
of people will come from these nations (11:11). Consistent with these earlier announcements, 
the oracles in Isaiah 12-23 promise that a remnant from many of these nations will turn from 
their old ways and worship God with His people (14:1-2; 17:7-8; 18:7; 19:18-25; 23:18; cf. 2:1-5). 
In other words, these pronouncements of judgment are designed to move people to repent from 
sin and trust in the Lord.
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ISAIAH 23:8-12
23:8. Tyre’s wealth had brought her great 

power and prestige. It was the southernmost 

major city of Phoenicia. It was a wealthy 

city due to its development and control of 

sea trade. As an island city (with overflow 

population living on the mainland) its major 

port was easily protected. Tyre had established 

a trading colony on Tarshish, thought to be in 

what is modern Spain (Tartessus). The ships 

of Tarshish were particularly impressive, since 

they traveled so far between Tyre and Iberia.  

23:9. In answer to the question of v. 8, the 

pronouncement proclaims that the one who 

planned the fall of the magnificent city of Tyre 

was none other than the LORD of Armies. Thus, 

this pronouncement continues the teaching 

that God is sovereign over all nations.

23:10. The Nile’s waters overflow annually, 

depositing a rich, fertile soil. As a result, the 

Nile also overflowed with human population. 

Now Tarshish will overflow with refugees from 

destroyed cities of the Phoenician coastland.

23:11. God determines the fate of even the 

most powerful cities and strikes terror in the 

hearts of the nations (Ps 2). Phoenicia was 

considered a part of Canaan, and its fortresses 

may be referred to as Canaanite fortresses.

23:12. Sidon is compared to a rape victim, 

who must leave to seek refuge in Cyprus. 

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

Need more commentary? Use code 
XTJKDF at mywsb.com for access to 
more Bible commentary on Isaiah.

CONVERSATION

  questions
How are Tyre and its people described in these 
verses? How does this compare to how God 
is described?

Why is it important that we remember that our 
God has the power to humble the proud and 
destroy even the most powerful nations?

Tyre is described as a glorious city full of important and impressive 

people. And this was true (vv. 8-9)—Tyre was a very successful 

port city in Isaiah’s day. In light of this, the way God’s actions 

are described is jarring. God desecrates, destroys, and overflows, 

making the kingdoms of men tremble. If we read carefully, the point 

here is impossible to miss. God is powerful on a level that isn’t even 

comparable with the power of some of the most important and 

powerful people on the planet. Challenge your students to consider 

whether this is something they think about often—that God is 

glorious, powerful, and in control on a level that makes people 

tremble. This should move us to approach Him with deep awe and 

respect. It should move us to consider our relationship with Him. 

Are we humble seeking God in acknowledgement of His vast power, 

or have we convinced ourselves that we are the master of our own 

fates and the captain of our souls? It is important to note that our 

God doesn’t leave those who trust in Him in a state of fear. We will 

soon see that God has done something to ease our fears and offer 

hope even to those who face the prospect of His judgment.
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READ ISAIAH 23:13-14.
13 Look at the land of the Chaldeans—a people 

who no longer exist. Assyria destined it for 

desert creatures. They set up their siege towers 

and stripped its palaces. They made it a ruin. 

14 Wail, ships of Tarshish, because your fortress 

is destroyed! 

What was the point of the example God gives in verse 13? What does this tell us 
about God?

Isaiah pointed to Assyria’s defeat of the early Babylonians (Chaldeans) as evidence of God’s power in the affairs 

of His creation. The same fate awaited Tyre and Sidon. In other words, the point of the example in verse 13 was 

to make clear that God who is ultimately in control of the rise and fall of nations. In other words, God’s plans 

for Tyre were not something they could find a way out of. When God determines to act, no amount of human 

plotting, planning, or maneuvering can change things. 

What did God command the people of Tyre to do in light of His pronouncement of the 
city’s coming destruction?

How should we respond when we are caught in sin and must face 
the consequences?
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ISAIAH 23:13-14
23:13-14. An analogy is drawn between the 

fall of the Chaldeans and the fall of Tyre. Since 

the verse goes on to imply the fall of Babylon 

at the hands of the Assyrians, it probably 

refers to the first of these, not the second in 

which Babylon was victorious. 

The Kassidim or Chaldeans took over Babylon 

in 626 B.C. They besieged Tyre for thirteen 

years, beginning about 585 B.C., and sent the 

king of Tyre to Babylon in exile, marking the 

beginning of the end of Tyre as an international 

power. Long before that, the Assyrians under 

Sargon and then under Sennacherib had 

defeated Babylon. What Babylon had suffered, 

Tyre could, too. Ships docking as far away 

as Tarshish will mourn, for their home port 

is destroyed. 

We don’t need to get caught up, however, in 

determining exactly what events in world 

history these verses refer to as their theological 

point is more important within the context of 

Isaiah. The point here is, once again, that God 

is in control and is utilizing the rise and fall 

of nations for His plans and purposes. As we 

continue studying Isaiah, we will see that these 

plans and purposes are ultimately redemptive.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

CONVERSATION

  questions
There is hope in verse 14. God called Tyre to wail in response to the 

destruction of their ships. In other words, God is calling them to take 

ownership of this situation and repent from their destructive pride 

which landed them in this situation. While we don’t always know 

exactly what God is doing in our lives, it is important to remember 

that our God is constantly offering us opportunities to repent—to 

turn from selfish living, acknowledge His power, and run to Him for 

the redemption He alone can provide.

Have you ever been moved to tears over your sin? Consider 
sharing an example of a time from you own life when you felt 
the weight of your own sinful attitude or sinful decisions. 
How did this realization move you to repentance?

BE  VULNERABLE
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KEY QUESTION

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

CONVERSATION

  questions
in Jerusalem. 

There has been much debate over the years among Bible scholars 

about when this period of seventy years began and ended but no 

clear date has been determined. What’s most important for students 

to see here is God’s plan for the nations. Despite Tyre’s pride and 

rebellion against God, He would not abandon them. While not 

everyone in Tyre would repent, Isaiah’s prophecy and the ensuing 

judgement the city faced was a wake up call that was ultimately 

designed to draw a group of people from this pagan city to the Lord. 

This is good news as it gives us hope that, despite our past sins and 

the failures of the people around us, God is at work drawing us back 

to Himself and redeeming our world. While things around us may 

feel out of control, texts like Isaiah 23:8-18 remind us that our God 

is always in control. His plan of redemption will stand.

READ ISAIAH 23:15-18.
15 On that day Tyre will be forgotten for 

seventy years—the life span of one king. At the 

end of seventy years, what the song says about 

the prostitute will happen to Tyre: 16 Pick up 

your lyre, stroll through the city, you forgotten 

prostitute. Play skillfully, sing many a song so that 

you will be remembered. 17 And at the end of the 

seventy years, the Lord will restore Tyre and she 

will go back into business, prostituting herself 

with all the kingdoms of the world throughout 

the earth. 18 But her profits and wages will be 

dedicated to the Lord. They will not be stored or 

saved, for her profit will go to those who live in 

the Lord’s presence, to provide them with ample 

food and sacred clothing.

What would happen after 70 years? What does this tell us about God’s plan for 
the nations?

HISTORY | Verse 16 is likely indented in your Bible and your students’ Bibles. Why is 
that? What is the point of this verse?

Verse 16 was likely a well-known song in ancient Israel. It speaks of an old forgotten prostitute 
who tried to attract attention by singing songs. The revived Tyre is like this prostitute. The image 
of the prostitute relates to Tyre since it was a trading city. It seems that Isaiah was using this 
song to communicate that Tyre was living by an anything-for-money moto. What makes this 
metaphor stunning is that God would dramatically redirect it wealth to be used for the Lord and 
service to Him in the temple.

How would Tyre’s profits be redirected? What does this tell us about God’s care for 
His people?

The pronouncement against Tyre ends with a note about its restoration. It also suggests that the city will turn 

to the Lord. Isaiah declared that Tyre would be desolate for a period of seventy years. After that time, God 

would allow Tyre to make a comeback. However, He would not only redeem the city but redirect it’s prosperity. 

He would ensure that Tyre’s great profits would advance His plan by benefiting His temple and the priesthood 
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ISAIAH 23:15-18
The pronouncement against Tyre ends with a 

note about its restoration. It also suggests that 

the city will turn to the Lord.

23:15. Interestingly, seventy years is cited 

as the length of the exile and punishment 

of the people of God (Jr 25:12; Dn 9:2; 

Zch 1:12). There have been some attempts to 

identify such a time period (from the death of 

Sennacherib to the time of Nebuchadnezzar), 

but this cannot be done with certainty.

23:16-18. Tyre is pictured as an old 

prostitute who has lost her charms. She will 

walk in dejection through the city streets 

and sing her charming song, trying to attract 

attention to herself. Such punishment must 

last seventy years, a round number used to 

express the lifetime of a generation (Ps. 90:10). 

Then Tyre would regain her prostitute charms 

and continue to ply her trade with strangers 

around the world. She would have a new 

master and bring her earnings to him at the 

Jerusalem temple. The people of God would 

benefit from the Phoenician trade (cp. 18:7; 

49:22-23). The oracle against Tyre joined the 

other oracles against the nations in warning 

Judah of any political alliances. Not even the 

island stronghold of Tyre could help Judah. 

Second, if Judah would wait, God would give 

her victory. Then she could enjoy the spoils 

of Tyre for herself. In the end, Tyre fell, but 

Judah would not listen to God and also fell, 

never enjoying the favors of Tyre. One can read 

this prophecy in two ways. Either this promise 

is conditional upon Judah’s obedience and so 

does not come to pass for a disobedient nation, 

or this promise remains to be fulfilled for an 

Israel restored to glory in the last days.  
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KEY QUESTION

NOWwhat?

Do you tend to think of God as all powerful and in control? What 
keeps us from living with an awareness of God’s sovereignty 
and power?

How might we deepen our awareness of God’s power? How 
might we help each other expand our view of God?

Do you see yourself as part of God’s plan for the nations? Why or 
why not?

Why is it good news that God’s plan extends to all nations? How 
can we participate in this plan?
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God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers in 
order to demonstrate His greatness and advance His 
plan for the nations.

CENTRAL truth

THE STUDENT LEADER PACK is available for purchase on lifeway.com/ 

explorethebiblestudents. It includes valuable posters that are referenced throughout 

the Leader Guide, Family Connection guides that equip families to discuss the Bible 

on-the-go, a Midweek study of a complimentary book of the Bible,  a link to training 

audio to help leaders prepare for each session, and PowerPoint templates with graphics 

from the quarter study to help prepare slides for teaching.

What does this passage 
demand of me?

LEADER  
challenge
MEMORIZE
Isaiah 14:24

CONNECT
Send a group email or group message 

to your students, encouraging them 

to complete their daily devotions. You 

might also consider sharing your own 

insights from the daily readings as a 

means of encouraging them.

The Bible is no ordinary book—it is God’s powerful Word and it is given to us for our good (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 

Heb. 4:13). So we should read the Bible more carefully and thoughtfully than any other book. This is where the 

7 Arrows of Bible Reading come in—these 7 questions will train you and your students to get more out of your 

time in the Bible and experience its life-transforming power. Your students’ Daily Discipleship Guides (item 

005646504) contain five days of Daily Devotions built on the 7 Arrows. Here is a summary of the texts they will be 

studying. We encourage you to follow along and use the 7 Arrows questions to guide your own study of God’s Word.

DAY 1 ISAIAH 23:1-4

DAY 2 ISAIAH 23:5-7

DAY 3 ISAIAH 23:8-11

DAY 4 ISAIAH 23:12-16

DAY 5 ISAIAH 23:17-18

7 ARROWS FOR BIBLE 

reading

        DAILYdevotions

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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