
GOD  
REIGNS

ISAIAH 23: 8-18

THIS WEEK’S focus
There is a famous poem by William Ernest Henley called Invictus which has 

been quoted in movies, books, and speeches. The poem ends with this line, “It 

matters not how strait the gate, How charged with punishments the scroll, I 

am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.” People love this poem 

because we all like to think of ourselves as in charge. While this poem has 

inspired many people to take charge, it’s important to remember that the list 

of things outside our control is probably bigger than the list of things we can 

control. For instance, you can control your actions and attitude but not the 

actions and attitudes of other people. You also can’t control the weather or the 

future. Thankfully, God can control all those things. Today as we continue our 

study of Isaiah, we will see that God controls the rise and fall of nations and 

powers in order to demonstrate His greatness.

CENTRAL truth
God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers in 
order to demonstrate His greatness and advance His 
plan for the nations.
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ ISAIAH 23:8-12.

In Isaiah 23:1-7, God promised that Tyre, 
a wealthy city due to its large ships and 
important port, would find their ships 
destroyed. What message was God delivering 
through the question in v. 8? 

How are Tyre and its people described in these 
verses? How does this compare to how God 
is described?

Why is it important that we remember that our 
God has the power to humble the proud and 
destroy even the most powerful nations?

.01

.02

.03

ISAIAH 23: 8-18

CONTEXT
Isaiah 13-23 marks a new section of 
Isaiah’s prophecy as the focus turns 
to the destruction of several nations 
(mostly foreign nations). These 
oracles, however, do play on themes 
previously introduced, for example: 
many people in these nations are 
proud (13:19; 14:11; 16:6; 23:9), 
just like the people of Judah 
(2:11-12,17; 3:16), Israel (9:8), and 
the Assyrian king (10:5-14). Earlier 
prophecies affirmed that God 
will judge some of these nations 
(11:14) and that a godly remnant 
of people will come from these 
nations (11:11). Consistent with 
these earlier announcements, the 
oracles in Isaiah 12-23 promise 
that a remnant from many of these 
nations will turn from their old ways 
and worship God with His people.

EXPLORE

  scripture ISAIAH 23: 8-18

ISAIAH 23:8-12

ISAIAH 23:13-14

ISAIAH 23:15-18
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8 Who planned this against Tyre, the 

bestower of crowns, whose traders 

are princes, whose merchants are the 

honored ones of the earth? 9 The Lord 

of Armies planned it, to desecrate all 

its glorious beauty, to disgrace all the 

honored ones of the earth. 10 Overflow 

your land like the Nile, daughter of 

Tarshish; there is no longer anything 

to restrain you. 11 He stretched out his 

hand over the sea; he made kingdoms 

tremble. The Lord has commanded that 

the Canaanite fortresses be destroyed. 12 

He said, “You will not celebrate anymore, 

ravished young woman, daughter of 

Sidon. Get up and cross over to Cyprus—

even there you will have no rest!” 

13 Look at the land of the Chaldeans—a 

people who no longer exist. Assyria destined 

it for desert creatures. They set up their siege 

towers and stripped its palaces. They made 

it a ruin. 14 Wail, ships of Tarshish, because 

your fortress is destroyed! 

15 On that day Tyre will be forgotten for 

seventy years—the life span of one king. 

At the end of seventy years, what the song 

says about the prostitute will happen to 

Tyre: 16 Pick up your lyre, stroll through 

the city, you forgotten prostitute. Play 

skillfully, sing many a song so that you 

will be remembered. 17 And at the end 

of the seventy years, the Lord will 

restore Tyre and she will go back into 

business, prostituting herself with all the 

kingdoms of the world throughout the 

earth. 18 But her profits and wages will 

be dedicated to the Lord. They will not 

be stored or saved, for her profit will go 

to those who live in the Lord’s presence, 

to provide them with ample food and 

sacred clothing.



READ ISAIAH 23:13-14.

What was the point of the example God gives in 
verse 13? What does this tell us about God?

What did God command the people of Tyre to 
do in light of His pronouncement of the city’s 
coming destruction?

How should we respond when we are caught in 
sin and must face the consequences?

READ ISAIAH 23:15-18.

What would happen after 70 years? What does 
this tell us about God’s plan for the nations?

How would Tyre’s profits be redirected? What 
does this tell us about God’s care for His people?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

HISTORY
Verse 16 was likely a well-known 
song in ancient Israel. It speaks of 
an old forgotten prostitute who 
tried to attract attention by singing 
songs. The revived Tyre is like 
this prostitute. The image of the 
prostitute relates to Tyre since it was 
a trading city. It seems that Isaiah 
was using this song to communicate 
that Tyre was living by an anything-
for-money moto. What makes 
this metaphor stunning is that 
God would dramatically redirect it 
wealth to be used for the Lord and 
service to Him in the temple.

NOW

 what?
ISAIAH 23: 8-18

CENTRAL truth
God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers in 
order to demonstrate His greatness and advance His plan 
for the nations.

Do you tend to think of God as all 
powerful and in control? What 
keeps us from living with an 
awareness of God’s sovereignty 
and power?

How might we deepen our 
awareness of God’s power? 
How might we help each other 
expand our view of God?

.09 .10

Do you see yourself as part of 
God’s plan for the nations? Why 
or why not?

Why is it good news that God’s 
plan extends to all nations? How 
can we participate in this plan?

.11 .12
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 day 1

ISAIAH 
23:1-4

 day 3

ISAIAH 
23:8-11

DWELL
Isaiah 23 begins the fifth of a series of oracles Isaiah gave 
concerning God's work among the nations, particularly 
His work of judgement. While these oracles primarily 
have to do with God holding these nations accountable 
for their pride and idolatry, there is also a theme of 
redemption that springs up that we will see displayed 
in later verses. The oracle itself shows God's mercy as it 
was designed to move those who read it to repentance.

How should Tyre and Sidon respond to 
having their sins revealed?

How should you respond when your sins 
are revealed to you?

MEMORIZE
Ask a friend or family member to memorize 
Isaiah 14:24 with you this week. Quiz each other 
several times this week.

PRAY
Thank God for revealing your sin to you so that you 
might repent and rest in the forgiveness Jesus provides.

DWELL
While the answer to the question in verse 8 is obvious, 
Isaiah goes ahead and answers it in verse 9. Tyre's 
downfall is ultimately God's doing. Our God is in control 
of all things, including the rise and fall of nations. The 
way God intended to humble Tyre should remind us to 
humble ourselves before God. The Bible is constantly 
confronting us with God's vast power and greatness 
and our own lack of power. The Bible does this not to 
shame us, but to move us to repent and humbly seek 
God and live for His glory.

What did God intend to accomplish by 
judging Tyre (v. 9)?

How should you respond when confronted 
with God's vast power?

MEMORIZE
Use a dry erase marker to write Isaiah 14:24 on a 
mirror you use every day or write it on a notebook card 
and tape it to the mirror. Erase or mark out a few words 
each day until you've memorized the whole verse.

PRAY
Ask God to help you see the many ways He is constantly 
demonstrating His power and ask that He would help 
you humbly submit to Him.

 day 2

ISAIAH 
23:5-7
DWELL

How would others respond to the news 
about Tyre? What did this communicate 
about God?

How does it make you feel to know that 
this same all powerful God invites you into 
a relationship with Him through Jesus?

Other nations and cities would hear of the devastation 
of Tyre. The intent here seems to be to spread the 
fame of God's vast power. Too often we live with little 
regard to the fact that there is a holy and all-powerful 
God of the universe who is in control of all things. 
This passage calls us to recenter our lives around this 
reality. Thankfully this same all powerful God invites 
us into a personal relationship with Him through faith 
in His Son.

MEMORIZE
Break Isaiah 14:24 down into several parts, work on 
reciting each part one at a time from memory before 
trying to recite the whole verse.

PRAY
Take some time to reflect on God's power. Thank Him 
for His power to shape and change the world, to shape 
and change you.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE ISAIAH 14:24

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

ISAIAH 
23:17-18
DWELL
The pronouncement against Tyre ends with a note 
about its restoration. It also suggests that the city will 
turn to the Lord. Isaiah declared that Tyre would be 
desolate for a period of seventy years. After that time, 
God would allow Tyre to make a comeback. However, 
He would not only redeem the city but redirect it’s 
prosperity. He would ensure that Tyre’s great profits 
would advance His plan by benefiting His temple and 
the priesthood in Jerusalem. This passage reminds us 
of a theme we have seen in Isaiah, our God is in control 
of all things and is constantly at work demonstrating 
His glory.

What does this passage tell us about how 
God is at work even when we don't see it?

How can you be restored to a right 
relationship with God? How does Jesus 
make this possible?

MEMORIZE
Check in with your friend or family member from 
Day 1 and continue to challenge each other to commit 
Isaiah 14:24 to memory.

PRAY
Thank God for the restoration promised you in Christ.

 day 2

ISAIAH 
23:12-16
DWELL
Here Tyre is compared to a prostitute, which seems 
to indicate that its people had an anything-for-money 
attitude in the way that they lived. This further 
demonstrates why God pronounced judgement 
upon the city through Isaiah. Verses 15-16, however, 
indicate that the judgement of God on Tyre had an 
expiration date. These sorts of judgements should 
serve as a reminder to us to repent quickly when our 
sins are exposed, particularly since we now know of the 
redemption offered us in Christ.

While Tyre would undergo a time of 
judgement, what did God promise to do in 
the end? 

Why is this good news for us today?

MEMORIZE
Go somewhere quiet and read Isaiah 14:24 aloud 
several times. Note key words and think of images or 
hand motions to help you memorize the verse.

PRAY
Ask God to help you repent quickly when you become 
aware of sin in your heart and life.
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