
We’ve all felt the sting of working really hard at something and 
preparing thoroughly only to have the event go poorly. This is 
because we live in a broken world full of broken people and 
systems, things just don’t go the way we hope sometimes. You 
can practice for days and days for a choir concert only to lose 
your voice the day of the show. You can practice relentlessly for a 
soccer tournament only to get injured and have to sit out. While 
oftentimes such things don’t happen, none of us possess the 
power to ensure that they don’t. This is a reminder that we are 
not in control of everything that happens in our lives. Thankfully, 
however, our God is. Today by looking at Isaiah’s prophecy to 
Ahaz we will see that our God is in control of all things and will 
keep all His promises.

THIS WEEK’S focus

1. Controller Quiz
Print out pictures or create a slideshow of various video game controllers from over the years of video game 

history. As you show the picture of each, ask students to guess which video game system the controller belongs to. 

Try to mix up the pictures with common controllers and more obscure ones like (Neo Geo or Virtual Boy, and so 

on). Consider offering a small prize to the student who gets the most correct answers. Point out that the purpose 

of each of these devices was to make players feel like they are in control, like they have agency and can accurately 

move and control their characters in the games they play. We like to think that we are in control, but oftentimes 

we learn the hard way that there are a lot of things outside our control. In this session we will see Ahaz learn one 

such lesson and as we do so, we will be reminded that our God is sovereign and in control of all things. This is good 

news because it tells us that we can trust His promises.

2. In Control
Set up a simple video game system in your meeting space—something with simple controls like the original 

Super Mario Bros. One at a time ask two students to come up and attempt to complete level one. The trick is that 

one student will control one side of the controller with their left hand and the other student will control the other 

side of the controller with their right hand. In other words, one student will move Mario and the other will make 

him jump etc. Another option would be to play a game on a tablet but blindfold the student playing while having 

the other student give verbal directions. After letting a few students try, point out how it’s frustrating to feel like 

you are not in control. We all want to be in control of our lives but the truth is that there is only one person who is 

fully and completely in control at all times—God. Today by looking at how God used Isaiah to confront Ahaz, we 

will be reminded that our God is sovereign. He is control of all things and will keep all His promises.

EXPLORE options

EXPLORE scripture ISAIAH 7:7-17

GOD’S PROMISES

Our God is sovereign. He is in control of all 
things, therefore we can trust His promises.

CENTRAL truth

Share about a game, 
event, or performance you 
prepared or practiced a lot 
for. How did it go? 

Have you ever worked 
really hard and prepared 
a great deal only to have 
things go poorly anyway? 
Why does this happen 
sometimes?

LET’S talk

ISAIAH 7:7-9

ISAIAH 7:10-13

ISAIAH 7:14-17
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7 This is what the Lord God says: It will not 
happen; it will not occur. 8 The chief city of Aram 
is Damascus, the chief of Damascus is Rezin (within 
sixty-five years Ephraim will be too shattered to be 

a people), 9 the chief city of Ephraim is Samaria, 
and the chief of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If 
you do not stand firm in your faith, then you will 
not stand at all. 

10 Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz: 11 “Ask for 
a sign from the Lord your God—it can be as deep 
as Sheol or as high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz replied, 
“I will not ask. I will not test the Lord.” 13 Isaiah 

said, “Listen, house of David! Is it not enough for 
you to try the patience of men? Will you also try the 
patience of my God?

14 Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a 
sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son, and 
name him Immanuel. 15 By the time he learns to 
reject what is bad and choose what is good, he will 
be eating curds and honey. 16 For before the boy 
knows to reject what is bad and choose what is

good, the land of the two kings you dread will be 
abandoned. 17 The Lord will bring on you, your 
people, and your father’s house such a time as has 
never been since Ephraim separated from Judah: 
He will bring the king of Assyria.”



KEY QUESTION

READ ISAIAH 7:7-9
7 This is what the Lord God says: It will not 

happen; it will not occur. 8 The chief city of 

Aram is Damascus, the chief of Damascus is 

Rezin (within sixty-five years Ephraim will be 

too shattered to be a people), 9 the chief city of 

Ephraim is Samaria, and the chief of Samaria is 

the son of Remaliah. If you do not stand firm in 

your faith, then you will not stand at all. 

Look back at Isaiah 7:1-2. How are Ahaz and the people of Judah described? How 
did that relate to the prophecy Isaiah delivered to Ahaz?

Why did God allow His people, the people of Judah, to be threatened by the 
kingdoms of Aram and Israel?

HISTORY | What was significant about Ephriam teaming up with Syria? Why was this 
such a big deal?

It is important to remember that the Israelites were divided into two nations at this juncture: the 
northern tribe of Israel and the southern tribe of Judah which contained Jerusalem. Ephriam was a 
key tribe in the northern kingdom of Israel. So when we read that Ephriam and Syria were plotting 
together against Judah, what is really happening is that one part of the people of God were allying 
with a foreign nation to plot against another part of the people of God. When Ephriam declared 
independence from Jerusalem two centuries prior, it cut itself off from David’s household and from 
the temple which would be built in Jerusalem. In other words, Ephriam’s focus was on their own 
welfare and relevance, not on their God and His purposes.

God allowed His people to be threatened by these two kings for the same reason He sometimes allows us to 

face difficulty today. Difficult times test our faith and give us the opportunity to deepen our trust in God. King 

Ahaz and his people demonstrated where their trust lied through the fact that they were overcome with fear. 

While we can understand how they would be afraid of Israel and Aram’s attack, but we do not see the king 

seeking out Isaiah for counsel or going to the Lord Himself. Ahaz should have known to seek the Lord during 

such a national crisis, but he didn’t. We may not face a threatening army at our gates, but we will face trials that 

will force us to choose: we can either lean on the Lord or live in constant anxiety.
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ISAIAH 7:7-9
7:1-7. The political situation was tense in 

Jerusalem. In the early 730s BC the aggressive 

Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser III was busy on 

his northern frontier. During this time, Rezin, 

the king of Aram with its capital in Damascus, 

and Pekah, the king of Israel (also known as 

Ephraim), joined forces to withstand the almost 

certain Assyrian attack that would follow 

Tiglath-pileser’s victory in the north. Rezin and 

Pekah wanted Judah to support them, but Ahaz 

wanted nothing to do with the alliance. By this 

time he might already have paid (or at least was 

contemplating paying) the Assyrians to rescue 

him from these kings (2 Ki. 16:6-9). He probably 

feared Tiglath-pileser, but he apparently 

realized the Syro-Ephraimite coalition was a 

more immediate threat. Isaiah confronted the 

king with a question: What was the source of 

his trust: Yahweh or the Assyrians? Rezin and 

Pekah wanted to remove Ahaz from the throne 

and they intended to install a puppet king who 

would be more easily manipulated.

7:8. The reference to 65 years is puzzling. If this 

oracle is dated to 735 BC or thereabouts, then 

it would point to approximately 670 BC, but 

the northern kingdom was soundly defeated 

by Assyria in 722 BC. Of course, that is “within 

65 years,” but perhaps the reference is to some 

unknown event among the survivors of the 

northern kingdom around 670 BC. It is also 

possible that the deportations of Israelites and 

the importation of foreigners into their former 

region happened around that time.

7:9. The challenge that the oracle presented 

to Ahaz was that he should trust God and 

not Assyria as he faced the threat from Rezin 

and Pekah.

How did Isaiah respond to Ahaz (see v. 4; vv. 7-9)? 
What can we learn from Isaiah’s response? 

Isaiah was not intimidated by King Ahaz in any way. He boldly told 

the king to “calm down and be quiet” (v. 4). He described the kings 

plotting against Judah “smoldering sticks” (v. 4) and assured Ahaz 

that their plot against Judah would not succeed (v. 8). He went on 

to tell him that if he couldn’t stand firm in his faith then he would 

not be able to stand at all (v. 9). Your students first reaction to this 

story might be to look down on Ahaz for his lack of faith, we must 

remember, however, that Scripture is full of people who needed 

to be encouraged to stand strong (see Deut. 31:6; Josh. 1:6-7; 

1 Chron. 28:20; 2 Tim. 1:6-8). Challenge your students to consider 

various ways their faith might need strengthening so that they 

might face the pressures of teenage life with confidence in God and 

hope for a bright future with Him.
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   SCRIPTURE
commentary

CONVERSATION

  questions

Need more commentary? Use code 
XTJKDF at mywsb.com for access to 
more Bible commentary on Isaiah.
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READ ISAIAH 7:10-13
10 Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz: 11 “Ask 

for a sign from the Lord your God—it can be as 

deep as Sheol or as high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz 

replied, “I will not ask. I will not test the Lord.” 

13 Isaiah said, “Listen, house of David! Is it not 

enough for you to try the patience of men? Will 

you also try the patience of my God?

What did God command Ahaz to do (vv. 11)? Why do you think Ahaz responded the 
way he did (v. 12)?

What does Isaiah’s response in verse 13 tell us about what was really 
motivating Ahaz?

At first glance Ahaz’s response in verse 12 seems reasonable—after all there were times when God commanded 

His people not to put Him to the test (Deut. 6:16). This, however, was not such an instance as God Himself 

commanded Ahaz to ask for a sign. In other words Ahaz disobeyed a direct command from God delivered 

through His prophet Isaiah. A closer look at the context reveals what was really motivating the king of Judah. 

Ahaz and God have completely different perspectives on the threat that Ephriam and Syria posed. Ahaz had 

put his faith in the king of Assyria to help him against Ephriam and Syria--he even gave the king of Assyria 

gold from the temple to bribe him to attack Syria (2 Kings 16:1-9). In other words Ahaz’s trust was in human 

power, not in the Lord.  

.04
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ISAIAH 7:10-13
7:11. The purpose of a sign was to give Ahaz 

even more reason to have confidence in God 

rather than Assyria to rescue him from Rezin 

and Pekah. Sheol refers to the underworld.

7:12. From Isaiah’s reaction, the reader 

can discern that Ahaz’s reply, which on the 

surface seems pious, was actually impious. 

The king seemed to cite scriptural precedent 

(Deut. 6:16), but the law prohibited the type 

of rebellious testing that took place at Massah 

(Ex 17:1-7), not a test offered by a true prophet 

of the Lord. It may be that Ahaz had already 

decided to call on Assyria for help

7:13. The use of my God in this verse instead 

of “your God,” as in v. 11, shows that Ahaz’s 

lack of faith was a turning point in his life. 

Isaiah’s reference to him as house of David 

shows also that it would impact the David’s 

dynasty, spelling its decline.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

CONVERSATION

  questions
Your students wonder if we should ask for signs from God. 
This is a unique situation, however, as God, through Isaiah, 
specifically instructed Ahaz to ask for a sign. Generally 
speaking, asking for signs is not seen in a positive light in 
the Bible. Jesus once criticized the scribes and Pharisees 
for demanding signs of Him despite the many miracles He 
had already performed (Matt. 12:38-40; Luke 11:14-16). Paul 
seemed to indicate that our focus today should be on preaching 
the gospel rather than asking for signs (1 Cor. 1:21-24). 
The apostles, in Acts, did ask God for signs out of a desire 
to see the people come to faith in Jesus (Acts 4:24-31). So 
it seems that motives matter. However, it is important to 
remember that God does not owe us signs or anything else. 
He has already given us the greatest sign imaginable—the 
resurrection of Jesus. So, the answer to this question is not 
entirely clear. What is clear is that our God invites us seek and 
submit to His will. It is worth mentioning that there are more 
reliable means of knowing God’s will than asking for signs as 
God’s will is made clear to us through the Bible. Additionally 
God has given us older brothers and sisters in Christ to help 
guide our paths and give us sound advice.

GIVE AN ANSWER
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KEY QUESTION ISAIAH 7:14-17
7:14. Context indicates that the preliminary 

fulfillment of this sign must have taken place 

within a few years of the prophecy—the time 

between a child’s conception and his knowing 

right from wrong (vv. 15-16), traditionally at 

age 12. The Hebrew word translated virgin 

means “young woman of marriageable age” 

and often has the implication of virginity. 

Many scholars feel that it refers to a woman 

Isaiah would marry and, if so, then the birth is 

mentioned in 8:1-4. This may be the immediate 

fulfillment of this sign. But its ultimate and 

more exalted fulfillment is noted in Mt 1:23 

as it cites the more specific Greek word found 

in Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old 

Testament), parthenos, which means “virgin.” 

Immanuel means “God is with us.”

7:15. The first phrase could also be translated, 

“In order to learn,” meaning that hardship 

will motivate the child to turn to God. The 

significance of eating butter and honey is that 

the devastation of the land (vv. 23-24) will be 

such that other foods will not be available.

7:16. Rezin was destroyed in 732 BC Tiglath-

pileser reduced the size of the kingdom of 

Pekah in 733 BC, and the king was assassinated 

and replaced by Hoshea. Even so, the northern 

kingdom was totally defeated in 722 BC, about 

13 years after the Immanuel prophecy.

7:17. In addition to Syria and the northern 

kingdom, Judah would also experience God’s 

punishment. As later events showed, paying 

Tiglath-pileser to take care of Ahaz’s northern 

problem was not the smartest strategy. From 

that point on Ahaz paid a heavy tribute as 

Assyria’s vassal (2Ki 16:10-18).

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

READ ISAIAH 7:14-17
14 Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a 

sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son, and 

name him Immanuel. 15 By the time he learns to 

reject what is bad and choose what is good, he will 

be eating curds and honey. 16 For before the boy 

knows to reject what is bad and choose what is

good, the land of the two kings you dread will be 

abandoned. 17 The Lord will bring on you, your 

people, and your father’s house such a time as has 

never been since Ephraim separated from Judah: 

He will bring the king of Assyria.”

What sign did God offer instead? What does the fact that God gave Ahaz a sign 
despite his refusal to ask for one tell us about Him?

What was Judah’s ultimate source of hope? What is our ultimate source of hope?

Isaiah declared that God would provide a sign despite Ahaz’s unbelief: a virgin would give birth to a child and 

name the child Immanuel. By the time this sign comes to pass, the virgin will have given birth and it will have 

been proved that “God is with us” such that she will be able to name her child “Immanuel.” The name of the 

child would be a reminder of God’s presence, bringing comfort to those who trust in God and destruction to 

those who refused to trust Him. In other words, God provided a sign of hope and salvation to Ahaz despite the 

fact the king’s sinful attitude and lack of faith. This points us forward to the gospel of Jesus Christ which tells 

us that our God demonstrates His love for us by dying for us while we were still sinners (Rom. 5:8).

THEOLOGY | Did Isaiah’s prophecy about the child born of a virgin relate to the 
unique historical situation that Ahaz and Judah were facing or did it only refer to the 
coming of Jesus and His virgin birth centuries later?

Almost all serious Bible scholars believe the prophecy in 7:14 refers to the birth of Jesus to the 
virgin Mary. Some hold that Isaiah had the Messiah and only Him in mind. Others think the prophecy 
had an initial application in Isaiah’s time and an ultimate fulfillment at Jesus’ birth (Matt. 1:21-23). 
Because the Bible is inspired by God, Isaiah’s prophecy can have both immediate and far-reaching 
intentions. We don’t have to choose between these two interpretations. Both can be true.

.06

.07

What did God promise Ahaz would happen in 
verse 17? What does this tell us about our God 
and how He relates to people?

While God promised to be with Ahaz and to give him a sign of 

hope and salvation, that did not mean that there would not be 

serious consequences for the king’s sinful attitude and actions. The 

Assyrians, who also devastated Ephriam and Syria (v. 16), would also 

invade Judah (v. 17). In other words, this passage reminds us that 

our God is just and sometimes lets us face the consequences of our 

sin in order to teach us to root our hope and trust in Him and not 

in ourselves.

.08

CONVERSATION

  questions

Consider sharing about a time when you had to face 
consequences for something sinful you did. What did you 
learn from having to face the consequences? Share this 
with your students as a means of encouraging them to see 
whatever consequences they might face as opportunities to 
learn and grow.

BE  VULNERABLE
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What does this passage 
demand of me?

How does knowing that God is sovereign, that He is in control 
of all things, change how you think about the frustrating or 
difficult situations you have been facing lately?

How have you or your family experienced God’s goodness in the 
midst of frustrating or difficult situations or circumstances?

What are some ways we can deepen our trust in God this week?

How can we help each other to remember to live with hope 
and purpose?

.09

.10
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.12

Our God is sovereign. He is in control of all things, 
therefore we can trust His promises.

CENTRAL truth

LEADER  
challenge
MEMORIZE
Isaiah 7:14

CONNECT
Send a group email or group message 

to your students, encouraging them 

to complete their daily devotions. You 

might also consider sharing your own 

insights from the daily readings as a 

means of encouraging them.

The Bible is no ordinary book—it is God’s powerful Word and it is given to us for our good (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 

Heb. 4:13). So we should read the Bible more carefully and thoughtfully than any other book. This is where the 

7 Arrows of Bible Reading come in—these 7 questions will train you and your students to get more out of your 

time in the Bible and experience its life-transforming power. Your students’ Daily Discipleship Guides (item 

005646504) contain five days of Daily Devotions built on the 7 Arrows. Here is a summary of the texts they will be 

studying. We encourage you to follow along and use the 7 Arrows questions to guide your own study of God’s Word.

DAY 1 ISAIAH 7:1-6

DAY 2 ISAIAH 7:7-13

DAY 3 ISAIAH 7:14-19

DAY 4 ISAIAH 7:20-25

DAY 5 MARK 1:12-15

THE STUDENT LEADER PACK is available for purchase on lifeway.com/ 

explorethebiblestudents. It includes valuable posters that are referenced throughout 

the Leader Guide, Family Connection guides that equip families to discuss the Bible 

on-the-go, a Midweek study of a complimentary book of the Bible,  a link to training 

audio to help leaders prepare for each session, and PowerPoint templates with graphics 

from the quarter study to help prepare slides for teaching.

7 ARROWS FOR BIBLE 

reading

        DAILYdevotionsNOWwhat?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?

KEY QUESTION
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