
CENTRAL truth
Our God is sovereign. He is in control of all things, 
therefore we can trust His promises.

GOD'S  
PROMISES

ISAIAH 7:7-17

THIS WEEK’S focus
We’ve all felt the sting of working really hard at something and preparing 

thoroughly for something only to have the event go poorly. This is because we 

live in a broken world full of broken people and systems, things just don’t go the 

way we hope sometimes. You can practice for days and days for a choir concert 

only to lose your voice the day of the show. You can practice relentlessly for a 

soccer tournament only to get injured and have to sit out. While oftentimes 

such things don’t happen, none of us possess the power to ensure that they 

don’t. This is a reminder that we are not in control of everything that happens 

in our lives. Thankfully, however, our God is. Today by looking at Isaiah’s 

prophecy to Ahaz we will see that our God is in control of all things and will 

keep all His promises.

session three | 21



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ ISAIAH 7:7-9.

Look back at Isaiah 7:1-2. How are Ahaz and 
the people of Judah described? How did that 
relate to the prophecy Isaiah delivered to Ahaz?

Why did God allow His people, the people of 
Judah, to be threatened by the kingdoms of 
Aram and Israel?

How did Isaiah respond to Ahaz (see 
v. 4; vv. 7-9)? What can we learn from 
Isaiah’s response?

.01

.02

.03

HISTORY
It is important to remember that 
the Israelites were divided into 
two nations at this juncture: the 
northern tribe of Israel and the 
southern tribe of Judah which 
contained Jerusalem. Ephraim 
was a key tribe in the northern 
kingdom of Israel. So when we 
read that Ephraim and Syria were 
plotting together against Judah, 
what is really happening is that 
one part of the people of God were 
allying with a foreign nation to plot 
against another part of the people 
of God. When Ephraim declared 
independence from Jerusalem 
two centuries prior, it cut itself 
off from David’s household and 
from the temple which would be 
built in Jerusalem. In other words, 
Ephraim's focus was on their own 
welfare and relevance, not on their 
God and His purposes.

ISAIAH 7:7-17
EXPLORE

  scripture ISAIAH 7:7-17

ISAIAH 7:7-9

ISAIAH 7:10-13

ISAIAH 7:14-17
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7 This is what the Lord God says: It will not 

happen; it will not occur. 8 The chief city of 

Aram is Damascus, the chief of Damascus is 

Rezin (within sixty-five years Ephraim will 

be too shattered to be a people), 9 the chief 

city of Ephraim is Samaria, and the chief of 

Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you do 

not stand firm in your faith, then you will 

not stand at all. 

10 Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz: 

11 “Ask for a sign from the Lord your 

God—it can be as deep as Sheol or as high 

as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz replied, “I will not 

ask. I will not test the Lord.” 13 Isaiah said, 

“Listen, house of David! Is it not enough for 

you to try the patience of men? Will you also 

try the patience of my God? 

14 Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a 

sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son, 

and name him Immanuel. 15 By the time he 

learns to reject what is bad and choose what 

is good, he will be eating curds and honey. 

16 For before the boy knows to reject what 

is bad and choose what is good, the land of 

the two kings you dread will be abandoned. 

17 The Lord will bring on you, your people, 

and your father’s house such a time as has 

never been since Ephraim separated from 

Judah: He will bring the king of Assyria.”



READ ISAIAH 7:10-13.

What did God command Ahaz to do (vv. 11)? 
Why do you think Ahaz responded the way he 
did (v. 12)?

What does Isaiah’s response in verse 13 tell us 
about what was really motivating Ahaz? 

READ ISAIAH 7:14-17.

What sign did God offer instead? What does 
the fact that God gave Ahaz a sign despite his 
refusal to ask for one tell us about Him?

What was Judah’s ultimate source of hope? 
What is our ultimate source of hope?

What did God promise Ahaz would happen in 
verse 17? What does this tell us about our God 
and how He relates to people?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
Almost all serious Bible scholars 
believe the prophecy in 7:14 refers 
intimately to the birth of Jesus to 
the virgin Mary. Some hold that 
Isaiah had the Messiah and only Him 
in mind. Others think the prophecy 
had an initial application in Isaiah’s 
time and an ultimate fulfillment 
at Jesus’ birth (Matt. 1:21-23). 
Because the Bible is inspired by 
God, Isaiah’s prophecy can have 
both immediate and far-reaching 
intentions. We don’t have to choose 
between these two interpretations. 
Both can be true.

NOW

 what?
ISAIAH 7:7-17

How does knowing that God is 
sovereign, that He is in control 
of all things, change how you 
think about the frustrating or 
difficult situations you have 
been facing lately?

How have you or your family 
experienced God’s goodness 
in the midst of frustrating 
or difficult situations or 
circumstances?

.09 .10

What are some ways we 
can deepen our trust in God 
this week?

How can we help each other 
to remember to live with hope 
and purpose?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Our God is sovereign. He is in control of all things, therefore 
we can trust His promises.
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 day 1

ISAIAH 
7:1-6

 day 3

ISAIAH 
7:14-19

DWELL
How did Ahaz and the people respond 
when they felt threatened by Aram (v. 2)?

In contrast, how did God describe the 
nations that were threatening Judah? Why 
is God's tremendous power good news 
for us?

Ahaz and the people's response to the nations that 
were threatening them demonstrated the state of their 
hearts. They were not resting in the Lord. In response, 
God sent Isaiah to tell Ahaz to calm down and be quiet 
and even referred to the kings that were threatening 
them as "smoldering sticks"—meaning they did not 
present a lasting threat. This story reminds us that 
we serve a God who is bigger than our fears and can't 
be intimidated.

MEMORIZE
Ask a friend or family member to memorize 
Isaiah 7:14 with you this week. Quiz each other several 
times this week.

PRAY
Thank God for His vast power and ask Him to help you 
rest in Him.

DWELL
While God promised to be with Ahaz and to give him 
a sign of hope and salvation, that did not mean that 
there would not be serious consequences for the king’s 
sinful attitude and actions. The Assyrians, who also 
devastated Ephriam and Syria (v. 16), would also invade 
Judah (v. 17). In other words, this passage reminds us 
that our God is just and sometimes lets us face the 
consequences of our sin in order to teach us to root our 
hope and trust in Him and not in ourselves.

What sign did God give Ahaz despite the 
king's failure to listen to God? Why is this 
good news?

When have you had to face consequences 
for breaking a rule? How might God use 
consequences to grow our faith?

MEMORIZE
Use a dry erase marker to write Isaiah 7:14 on a mirror 
you use every day or write it on a notebook card and 
tape it to the mirror. Erase or mark out a few words 
each day until you've memorized the whole verse.

PRAY
Thank God for the promise of new life in Christ.

 day 2

ISAIAH 
7:7-13
DWELL
God promised Ahaz and the people of Judah, through 
Isaiah, that the threat they faced from the armies at 
their doorstep would not be successful. God, however, 
warned that Judah's success against their enemies 
deepended on their continued faith. While God's favor 
is not something that can be earned, it is something 
that must be trusted in. God, through Isaiah, was 
testing Ahaz and the people of Judah's faith. God 
still tests our faith today. Through the situations and 
circumstances we face, God is at work, calling us to 
deepen our trust in Him.

What would happen if the people of Judah 
did not stand firm in their faith?

Why did Ahaz refuse to ask for a sign? 
How might you fight the temptation not to 
do what God commands?

MEMORIZE
Break Isaiah 7:14 down into several parts, work on 
reciting each part one at a time from memory before 
trying to recite the whole verse.

PRAY
Ask God to deepen your faith and grow in your love 
for Him.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE ISAIAH 7:14

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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 day 3

MARK 
1:12-15
DWELL
Where Ahaz and the people of Judah failed, Jesus 
succeeded. He refused to give into temptation and 
stayed the course of establishing the kingdom of God. 

Why is it good news that Jesus was 
tempted but never gave in?

Jesus called those who received the good 
news to repent. What sin do you need to 
turn from this week?

MEMORIZE
Check in with your friend or family member from 
Day 1 and continue to challenge each other to commit 
Isaiah 7:14 to memory.

PRAY
Thank God for overcoming temptation and for the 
hope that this brings you and all who trust in Jesus.

 day 2

ISAIAH 
7:20-25
DWELL
This passage demonstrates the complex and far 
reaching nature of prophecy. God would use Assyria to 
humble Judah but this was designed ultimately to pave 
the way for a future day of redemption and restoration.

What does this passage teach you 
about God's plan for Judah? Why is this 
good news?

When have you been brought low or 
humbled? What did God teach you through 
this experience?

MEMORIZE
Go somewhere quiet and read Isaiah 7:14 aloud several 
times. Note key words and think of images or hand 
motions to help you memorize the verse.

PRAY
Ask God to help you trust that He has a plan for you 
and that living for Him is worth it.
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