
Many students today, if they were honest, would say that 
they live for the weekend, for adventure, or to have a good 
time. Some might claim they live to make a difference or to 
help other people. Many might not have an answer at all. 
Sadly, few people give much thought to what they live for. 
The answer to this question will deeply influence the shape 
of your life and its impact. Today we will see God meet Isaiah 
in a vision where Isaiah is immediately confronted with God’s 
holiness—His perfection and glory. By looking at this vision 
we will be challenged to consider what we live for. Our God 
is holy, we must look to Him to forgive our sins and direct 
our lives.

THIS WEEK’S focus

1. Not Like the Other
Prior to your group meeting, look up some “One of these things is not like the other” memes. Compile a 

PowerPoint presentation or print out some of the best memes. Make sure you review each closely to make sure 

that they are appropriate for you group. Show each to your students and let them tell you the answer of which 

thing is not like the others in the picture. Today as we unpack Isaiah’s vision, in which he met with God and 

received a mission from Him, we are  going to see that God is holy. The word holy literally means “set apart”—

God is wholly other than us. He is set apart from us. He is all powerful, all knowing, and ever-present. We must 

always remember that we serve a holy God. Because of this we must look to Him for the forgiveness of our sins 

and for direction on what we should be living for.

2. Famous Missions
Research a famous mission prior to your group meeting this week. Examples could include any of the Apollo 

space missions, the mission to kill Osama Bin Laden, or the rescue of the Maersk Alabama crew. Whatever 

story you decide to share, point out some of the challenges that made that mission so difficult, important, or 

memorable. Tell students that today we are going to see that God gave Isaiah a mission that would be really 

difficult and unpleasant for the prophet, however, it was an important mission that played a central role in the 

story of redemption God is telling through the Bible. Through this story we will see that our God is holy. We 

must look to Him for the forgiveness of our sins and for direction on what we should be living for.

EXPLORE options

EXPLORE scripture ISAIAH 6:1-13

HOLY PURPOSE

Our God is holy, we must look to Him to 
forgive our sins and direct our lives.

CENTRAL truth

“What do you live for?” If you 
asked various people your 
age in your neighborhood or 
school this question, what 
kinds of answers do you 
think you would get? 

How might your answer to 
this question shape the way 
you live? In the next year? 
In the next ten years?

LET’S talk

ISAIAH 6:1-7

ISAIAH 6:8-10

ISAIAH 6:11-13
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session 202
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 
seated on a high and lofty throne, and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphim were standing 
above him; they each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, 
and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another: 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies; his glory fills 
the whole earth. 4 The foundations of the doorways 
shook at the sound of their voices, and the temple 

was filled with smoke. 5 Then I said: Woe is me for 
I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips and 
live among a people of unclean lips, and because my 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Armies. 6 Then 
one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was 
a glowing coal that he had taken from the altar with 
tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said: 
Now that this has touched your lips, your iniquity 
is removed and your sin is atoned for.

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking: Who 
should I send? Who will go for us? I said: Here I 
am. Send me. 9 And he replied: Go! Say to these 
people: Keep listening, but do not understand; keep 
looking, but do not perceive. 10 Make the minds of 

these people dull; deafen their ears and blind their 
eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes and 
hear with their ears, understand with their minds, 
turn back, and be healed.

11 Then I said, “Until when, Lord?” And he replied: 
Until cities lie in ruins without inhabitants, houses 
are without people, the land is ruined and desolate, 
12 and the Lord drives the people far away, leaving 

great emptiness in the land. 13 Though a tenth will 
remain in the land, it will be burned again. Like 
the terebinth or the oak that leaves a stump when 
felled, the holy seed is the stump.



READ ISAIAH 6:1-7
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

seated on a high and lofty throne, and the hem 

of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphim were 

standing above him; they each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And 

one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 

of Armies; his glory fills the whole earth. 4 The 

foundations of the doorways shook at the sound 

of their voices, and the temple was filled with 

smoke. 5 Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined 

because I am a man of unclean lips and live among 

a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord of Armies. 6 Then one of 

the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a 

glowing coal that he had taken from the altar with 

tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said: 

Now that this has touched your lips, your iniquity 

is removed and your sin is atoned for.

Last session we saw God speak a message of judgment to the people of Judah and Jerusalem. Today we will 

see that declaring this message was essentially the job that God gave Isaiah. In giving Isaiah this mission, God 

did not merely speak to the prophet but gave Isaiah a window into God’s vast holiness, power, and mercy—

characteristics that would guide Isaiah and should guide us today.

HISTORY | When did King Uzziah die (v. 1) and what was significant about this time? 

Uzziah was the son of Amaziah and succeeded his father as king of Judah. He began reigning at 
the age of 16 and reigned for 52 years from 790 to 739 BC. He “did what was right in the eyes of 
the Lord” (2 Chron. 26:4) but later in life, his pride got the better of him as he rebelliously entered 
the temple to burn incense on the altar (2 Chron. 26:16-21). Uzziah eventually died of leprosy as a 
consequence of his disobedience. His death marked the end of a long period of prosperity in Judah.

Why might Isaiah have mentioned that this vision took place in the year that King 
Uzziah died?

What are seraphim? What do the actions and words of the seraphim communicate 
about God?
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ISAIAH 6:1-7
6:1. The years of Uzziah’s reign were also a 

time of unfaithfulness by the people of Judah. 

Empty ritualism and hypocrisy characterized 

their worship. The death of Uzziah ended a long 

period of stability and created the potential 

for a national crisis. Isaiah saw the Lord seated 

on a high and lofty throne. The high and lofty 

throne was in the temple. Being on the throne 

emphasizes the Lord as the true King of Judah 

—being in the temple emphasizes His holiness. 

6:2. Isaiah saw seraphim (angelic beings) 

standing above the Lord. Ancient kings 

surrounded themselves with a court of servants, 

and the Lord appeared in a similar way to Isaiah.

6:3. The key characteristic of God mentioned 

by these angels was His holiness. “Holy” is 

repeated three times for emphasis. Holiness 

incorporates the sum total of His perfection. It 

also highlights His uniqueness.

6:5. Isaiah’s response to these heavenly sights 

and sounds was an overpowering recognition of 

sin. Isaiah looked at the Lord and then looked at 

himself, and his conclusion was “I am ruined.” 

Isaiah referred to his unclean lips, representing 

complete sinfulness.

6:6-7. Isaiah declared himself “a man of 

unclean lips” (v. 5), and a seraph touched his 

lips in response to his confession of sin. These 

terms are symbolic and indicate God alone 

can forgive sins. As a result of this act, the 

prophet’s wickedness was removed, his sin was 

atoned for. The concept of atonement implies 

the necessity of payment and a substitute to 

redeem the sinner.

Seraphim are powerful, awe-inspiring angelic beings. And yet in 

Isaiah’s vision they were using their wings to cover their feet and 

their faces, both of which were gestures of deep humility. They were 

acknowledging their unworthiness to be in God’s presence. Flying 

above the altar, they were declaring God’s praise to one another 

(v. 3). They highlighted God’s holiness—His otherness, perfection, 

unmatched power, and beauty. These majestic, powerful, six-winged 

angelic beings were utterly in awe of God. And by declaring God to be 

“holy” three times, the seraphim were acknowledging the perfection 

and fullness of God’s holiness. In other words there is nothing 

lacking in our God and He has no weaknesses. There is no one holy 

like the Lord (2 Sam. 2:2).

How did Isaiah respond to this vision of God and 
the words of the seraphim? How do you think you 
would respond to such a vision?

In light of witnessing a visible display of God’s glory and holiness, 

like the seraphim, Isaiah was immediately struck by his own 

unworthiness to be in God’s presence. Isaiah’s reaction differs from 

the seraphim, however, in terms of what motivated his feeling of 

unworthiness. He was convicted of his own sinfulness as well as the 

sinfulness of his people—the people of Judah and Jerusalem that 

God had called him to prophecy to. In other words, it wasn’t just 

God’s greatness or grandeur that made Isaiah feel unworthy, but 

rather his own moral failings and the moral failings of the people God 

had called him to serve. When we see ourselves accurately against 

the backdrop of God’s unmatched power and greatness, we too will 

feel unworthy. Thankfully our God is in the business of redeeming 

unworthy people.
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   SCRIPTURE
commentary

CONVERSATION

  questions

Share with your students about a when you were in awe 
of God’s vast holiness—His perfection, beauty, glory or 
unmatched power. How has knowing that God is holy 
changed you?

BE  VULNERABLE

Need more commentary? Use code 
XTJKDF at mywsb.com for access to 
more Bible commentary on Isaiah.

leader guide
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KEY QUESTION

READ ISAIAH 6:8-10
8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking: Who 

should I send? Who will go for us? I said: Here I 

am. Send me. 9 And he replied: Go! Say to these 

people: Keep listening, but do not understand; 

keep looking, but do not perceive. 10 Make the 

minds of these people dull; deafen their ears and 

blind their eyes; otherwise they might see with 

their eyes and hear with their ears, understand 

with their minds, turn back, and be healed.

What did God do for Isaiah in verses 6-7? Why is this good news?

The most amazing aspect of this story is how God responds to Isaiah’s fears. God does not correct him, Isaiah is 

right—because of his sin, he was not worthy to be in God’s presence. So in taking a coal from the altar, God was 

acknowledging that Isaiah was not worthy and yet choosing to do something about Isaiah’s sin that would allow 

the prophet to be in His presence. The vivid and violent picture that this scene paints in our minds of a burning 

coal touching Isaiah’s lips reminds us that sin is costly. This scene points us forward to Jesus, whose sacrifice on the 

cross even more profoundly demonstrates the costliness of sin and the stunning nature of God’s grace. Through 

Jesus, God chose to bear in Himself the consequences of our sin (2 Cor. 5:21). In other words, this story reminds 

us that our sin does not disqualify us from drawing close to God or being used by Him. We serve a God who, in His 

goodness and mercy, has made a way for sinners like us to draw near to Him—by faith in His Son (Heb. 10:22).

How did Isaiah respond to God’s call in verse 8? Given what Isaiah witnessed in this 
vision, does this surprise you? Explain.

Look back at verses 6-7. How does knowing we are forgiven help us to obey God and 
live for Him?
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ISAIAH 6:8-10
6:8. After removing the prophet’s sin, the Lord 

issued a call to service. Salvation must precede 

service. The Lord sought a volunteer to deliver 

His message of warning to the people of Judah. 

The Lord was surrounded by angelic messengers 

(seraphim), but He desired a human messenger 

to confront the sinful nation. Isaiah, after he 

was cleansed from his sin, said “send me.”

6:9-10. In verse 9, God tells Isaiah what his 

message will be, and in verse 10, He reveals to 

Isaiah what will result from his message. Verse 9 

contains the oddest message one could imagine 

God giving. It seems as if God doesn’t want 

them to understand. However, the mention of 

“minds”, “ears”, and “eyes” taken together is a 

poetic way of saying the people are so spiritually 

blind and deaf that when Isaiah preaches, what 

he says will be incomprehensible. In fact, Isaiah 

will speak with such simplicity that the people 

will ridicule him (Isa. 28:9-10). The only way 

they could understand was to have a change of 

heart. Their hearts were hardened in rebellion, 

and they would become even more hardened 

as they heard and rejected God’s Word through 

His prophet. God did not commission Isaiah 

for the purpose of confusing the people, but 

He called Isaiah to clearly proclaim God’s Word 

while realizing most would reject the message. 

Therefore, they will be without excuse when 

God’s judgment falls on them because through 

Isaiah the Lord was giving them one more 

opportunity to “turn back, and be healed.”

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

Isaiah had just been boldly and visibly confronted with the reality 

of God’s holiness which exposed his own unworthiness. In light of 

this, we might expect him to shrink back from God’s call to be His 

spokesperson to the people of Judah—after all, who is worthy to 

represent the holy God of all creation? We must not forget, however, 

what God did for Isaiah in verses 6-7. Isaiah was not worthy, but 

God had forgiven him and atoned for his sins. Knowing that his sin 

had been forgiven empowered Isaiah to step confidently into God’s 

calling. The forgiveness we have in Christ should have a similar effect 

on you and your students today. When we know that God’s love for us 

is not dependent on our worthiness but is rooted in God’s mercy and 

goodness, we can step confidently into the mission God has placed 

before us. Help students fight the temptation of feeling unworthy to 

be used by God. They are worthy to serve God and participate in His 

kingdom work, not because of their own goodness or hard work, but 

because of God’s goodness and lovingkindness. 

CONVERSATION

  questions

How has knowing that you are forgiven and loved by the God 
who created you empowered you to live for Him or serve 
Him in specific ways? Consider sharing a few examples 
with your students as a means of encouraging them in their 
walk with God.

BE  VULNERABLE
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ISAIAH 6:11-13
6:11-13.. Isaiah responded to God asking 

Him how long was he to deliver God’s message 

to people who were unwilling to repent. God 

directed Isaiah to deliver the message until 

God’s judgment was complete. With graphic 

language, the Lord paints a picture of “cities 

that lie in ruins without inhabitants” and “land 

that is ruined and desolate,” describing what is 

going to happen to Judah. God is going to use 

foreign invaders to lay waste Judah and take 

the survivors into captivity.  Jeremiah later 

prophesied that this exile would last seventy 

years (Jer. 25:11; 29:10). Ezekiel prophesied 

that during that time God would purify His 

people (Ezek. 36:25). Moreover, God did not 

leave Isaiah hopeless, pointing to a remnant 

who would return to God. A tenth of them will 

survive even though they too will suffer. The 

purifying burning will continue until only a 

“stump,” a “holy seed” will survive. Yet this holy 

seed will survive to spring forth as the holy and 

blessed people of God. Even though judgment 

must fall upon the wicked people of Judah 

because of God’s justice, His mercy and grace 

shines through as He would never completely 

destroy His promise of salvation which has 

ultimately come to pass through the person and 

work of Jesus Christ—the holy seed promised 

to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:22-23) 

Who makes it possible for us to be adopted 

into the redeemed and renewed family of God 

through faith.  

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

READ ISAIAH 6:11-13
11 “Then I said, “Until when, Lord?” And 

he replied: Until cities lie in ruins without 

inhabitants, houses are without people, the land 

is ruined and desolate, 12 and the Lord drives the 

people far away, leaving great emptiness in the 

land. 13 Though a tenth will remain in the land, 

it will be burned again. Like the terebinth or the 

oak that leaves a stump when felled, the holy seed 

is the stump.

Look back at Isaiah 6:9-10. What message was Isaiah to proclaim to the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem? How did Isaiah respond (v. 11)?

THEOLOGY | Was God telling Isaiah to preach such that people couldn’t or wouldn’t 
understand? 

God was judging the people of Judah for their sin. He was not sending Isaiah to proclaim a 
message that was somehow unfair or hopeless, after all, the people of Judah had many 
prior opportunities to repent from their greed and idolatry. The New Testament often quotes 
verses 9-10 to explain why some people reject the grace offered to them in the gospel (see 
Matt. 13:14-15; John 12:39-40; Acts 28:25-27). The idea is similar to what Paul says in Romans 1 
when he talks about God handing people over to their sin (Rom. 1:18-32). God was not forcing 
anyone to rebel against Him. God was merely allowing people to pursue the path of disobedience 
that they sinfully desired.

What was God’s purpose in calling Isaiah to proclaim this message? What was God 
doing despite the hard hearts of His people?
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The message God called Isaiah to proclaim was not an easy one. In fact, 

God basically tells the prophet that his preaching is going to fall on 

deaf ears—people won’t listen. Instead they’d become hard-hearted. 

After hearing Isaiah’s message they’d run further away from God. 

We get a hint, however, in verse 13 that God is at work even in the 

midst of the people’s stubborn rebellion. The mention of the holy 

seed or stump in verse 13 points to the possibility of rebirth and 

renewal. The ruin that would come upon Jerusalem and upon God’s 

people was not meant to merely punish but to discipline them. God’s 

intention was to let them face the consequences of their sin so that 

they might see how devastating their idolatry was and run to Him 

for forgiveness and direction. The remnant of faithful followers of 

God (v. 13) were set apart by the same grace that atoned for Isaiah’s 

sin (vv. 6-7) and God would use this remnant to direct the hearts of 

His people back to Him through the ministry of the coming Messiah.

LEADER PACK 

ITEM 1 | For more information on the how Isaiah’s vision 
connects to the overall message of the book, see the 
Isaiah Overview poster.

CONVERSATION

  questions

KEY QUESTION
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KEY QUESTION

What does this passage 
demand of me?

Why is it important that we always remember that the God that 
we serve is holy? How should this reality shape how we live?

How should knowing that God is holy and we are not impact how 
we speak? The choices we make?

How will you remind yourself of the forgiveness that is offered 
you in Christ this week? How might a greater awareness of this 
help you obey God?

In what specific ways is God calling you to serve Him this week? 
How will you step out in obedience?
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Our God is holy, we must look to Him to forgive our 
sins and direct our lives.

CENTRAL truth

LEADER  
challenge
MEMORIZE
Isaiah 6:8

CONNECT
Send a group email or group message 

to your students, encouraging them 

to complete their daily devotions. You 

might also consider sharing your own 

insights from the daily readings as a 

means of encouraging them.

The Bible is no ordinary book—it is God’s powerful Word and it is given to us for our good (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 

Heb. 4:13). So we should read the Bible more carefully and thoughtfully than any other book. This is where the 

7 Arrows of Bible Reading come in—these 7 questions will train you and your students to get more out of your 

time in the Bible and experience its life-transforming power. Your students’ Daily Discipleship Guides (item 

005646504) contain five days of Daily Devotions built on the 7 Arrows. Here is a summary of the texts they will be 

studying. We encourage you to follow along and use the 7 Arrows questions to guide your own study of God’s Word.

DAY 1 ISAIAH 6:1-5

DAY 2 ISAIAH 6:6-8

DAY 3 ISAIAH 6:9-13

DAY 4 MATTHEW 13:10-17

DAY 5 JOHN 12:37-43

THE STUDENT LEADER PACK is available for purchase on lifeway.com/ 

explorethebiblestudents. It includes valuable posters that are referenced throughout 

the Leader Guide, Family Connection guides that equip families to discuss the Bible 

on-the-go, a Midweek study of a complimentary book of the Bible,  a link to training 

audio to help leaders prepare for each session, and PowerPoint templates with graphics 

from the quarter study to help prepare slides for teaching.

7 ARROWS FOR BIBLE 

reading

        DAILYdevotionsNOWwhat?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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