
FOR THE 
LEADER

Session 1: In the Beginning In the Beginning
Genesis 1–2

Genesis is defined as “the beginning, or origin, of something.” The title of this book reminds 
us that the Bible logically opens in the beginning. The very first words of Genesis illuminate 
for us the central focus of all of creation—God Himself. In the beginning God created. God 
is not just the central focus of this beginning study, but is THE focus of all of Scripture. 
This quarter, preschoolers and kids will study a variety of ways in which God revealed 
Himself to people—beginning with creation.
 Genesis 1 gives a detailed narrative account of the things God created. God’s creation 
was logical and followed a specific order. Nothing was created until what would be needed 
to sustain that creation had already been placed here. God’s creation was immediate and 
precise. God’s creation was only from His spoken word. The theological term used is ex 
nihilo which means “from nothing.” God created by speaking words, and Scripture tells us 
that as His words were uttered, it was so. God created light and dark, then He created the 
heavens to separate water on the earth from that in the sky. Next, God created the dry land 
of the earth where plants and trees would grow. To provide for seasons and light, the sun, 
moon, and stars were created. Next, God filled the seas with sea creatures, and the land 
with land animals, culminating in the creation of mankind—people created in His image. 
 Genesis 2 opens by sharing the greatness of God’s creation and that what He created 
was very good. This chapter gives a further look into the lives of the people God created. 
God planted a garden in which the man and woman were to work the land. The couple 
enjoyed close communion with God. God gave them one command—do not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Preschoolers will hear that God made everything. 
God made every plant, animal, and person, and everything He made was good. Kids will 
discover God is the author of and ruler over all creation. As you share these truths this 
week, focus on the greatness of God’s creation. 

Session 1
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OVERVIEW

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly resources 
to help families explore the 
Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’  
Bible explorations.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: DECORATE OFFERING BOXES
Tools: Bible, solid-color square gift boxes, craft knife (teacher’s use only), 
colorful stickers, washable markers, photo or newsletter of a missionary 
from your city or state, coins

• Before the session, slit an X in each box lid to make an opening 
through which coins can be dropped in. 

• Invite children to use the stickers and markers to decorate boxes. 
Explain that the boxes can be used to collect money for a special 
offering. Write each child’s name on his box.

• Comment that people give money to help missionaries do their 
work of telling about Jesus. Say: “Our church gives money to help 
missionaries. We want people in our country and around the world 
to know about Jesus. You can collect money for missionaries, too.”

• Suggest that children drop a few coins into their boxes to begin 
their collection for missions. Pray for missionaries and their work.

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE
Genesis 1:31a

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
Genesis is a book about beginnings—the beginning of the world, the 
beginning of a people chosen by God, and the beginning of God’s plan to 
restore all people to Him through His Son, Jesus.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . .  
• Know that Genesis is the first book of the Bible.
• Remember and retell a familiar Bible story and Bible fact.

1
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BIBLE STORY

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to learn 
memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the session 
Bible verse you want to use 
with your group.

BIBLE VERSE
From the Bible text: 
God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. Genesis 1:31a

Paraphrase:
God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. Genesis 1:31a

TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY 
God Made the World
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
God saw all that He had  
made, and it was very good.
Genesis 1:31a

LEADER TIP! 
Day 1: light; morning and 
evening
Day 2: sky
Day 3: dry land and oceans, 
plants and trees
Day 4: sun, moon, and stars
Day 5: fish, water animals, 
birds
Day 6: land animals; people
Day 7: God rested

GOD MADE THE WORLD
Genesis 1–2

Everything in the world began with God. God started His creation with the 
heavens and the earth. For six days God worked to make everything.

In the beginning the earth was covered in darkness. So God said, “Let there 
be light.” God then made morning and evening, and this became the first 
day.

After that God made more for His world. On Day 2 God made the sky.  
On Day 3 He made dry land and oceans. He made plants and trees. God 
saw that these things were good.

Day 4 is when God placed lights in the sky—the sun, the moon, and the 
stars. These creations were good.

Then God said for living things to swim in the water and birds to fly in the 
sky. This happened on the fifth day. God saw that this was good.

On Day 6 God made land animals—animals to walk, crawl, hop, and 
jump. All the animals were just the kind God planned.

Finally, God decided the world needed people. God wanted the people to 
live in His world and take care of it. And on Day 6 God made a man and a 
woman.

After six days, God was finished. He rested on the seventh day.

God saw all that He had made and it was very good. The world God created 
was beautiful and perfect.
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CIRCLE TIME

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

TOOLS
• Bible
• Music & Print Extras
• large ball
• large foam number cube
• crayons 

PACK ITEMS
  1  Story Picture: God Made 

the World

PRINTABLES
Words to Trace: Genesis/Bible

LEADER TIP!
Show preschoolers where the 
Book of Genesis is located on 
the Bible Timeline for Kids.

GATHER
• Play one or two songs (Music & Print Extras) and flick the lights to get 

children’s attention. Say: “Let’s pretend we are birds flying to Circle Time.”

• Lead children to weave and sway like birds as they go to the circle. 

• Direct preschoolers to stand in two rows facing each other. Give them 
the ball to bounce back and forth, down the line to the opposite end. 
Occasionally, stop and ask the child with the ball to name something 
God made (animal, food, stars, so on).

• Continue until each child has a turn to name something in creation. 
Then tell the children to be seated. Put aside the ball.

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY
• Open the Bible to Genesis 1. Remark: “The very first book in the Bible, 

Genesis, tells us that in the beginning, there was nothing except God. 
Then God decided to make the world.”

• Show children the Story Picture and pass it around the circle. 

• Say: “Listen to what the Bible says about the beginning of everything.” 
Tell the Bible story in your own words.

• Toss the number cube on the floor. Ask children if they recall what God 
made on that day of creation. Give hints as needed.

• Remind children that everything God made was good. 

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Say: “Today’s Bible verse is in the first book of the Bible, Genesis. Let’s say 

the verse together.”

• Lead children to say the verse and reference two times.

• Distribute a Words to Trace: Genesis/Bible page to each child to decorate 
with crayons. 

PRAY
• Give each preschooler an opportunity to thank God for something He 

made. Begin by praying: “Thank You, God, for the beautiful blue sky.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

EXAMINE GOD’S 
CREATIONS

Tools: Bible; nature items such 
as a nonpoisonous plant or 
flower, pinecone, seashell, rock, 
leaf, vegetable; magnifying 
glass; gift bag; Allergy Sign; 
Activity Page 

• Encourage a child to 
examine the items with 
the magnifier. When other 
children show interest, 
lead them to take turns 
examining the items.

• Ask children to close their 
eyes. Place one item in the 
bag. Ask the children what 
item is missing. As items 
are identified, thank God 
for them. 

• Show children the picture 
on the Activity Page as you 
tell the Bible story.

SORT CREATION 
PICTURES

Tools: Bible, Creation Pictures, 

large paper plates, glue, 

Number Circles, box lid 

• Glue the Number circles on 

individual plates. Mix the 

Creation Pictures in the 

box lid.

• Arrange the plates in order. 

Lead a child to say the 

numbers. Remark that God 

made the whole world in 

six days. Then He rested.

• Show the child a picture. 

Say: “This is a water 

animal. On what day did 

God make water animals?” 

Tell the preschooler to lay 

the picture on the plate for  

Day  5.

• Help the child sort other 

Creation Pictures by days. 

• Comment: “God made an 

amazing world. He made 

everything, and it was 

good.”

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY 
God Made the World
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
God saw all that He had  
made, and it was very good.
Genesis 1:31a

PACK ITEMS
  1   Story Picture: God Made 

the World
15 Creation Pictures 
16 Number Circles

PRINTABLES
Allergy Sign
Footprints

LEADER TIP!
Post the Allergy Sign to tell 
parents about the nature items 
in use today.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

CREATE A BIBLE 
VERSE PATH

Tools: Bible, Footprints, 
marker, scissors, masking tape, 
sentence strip

• Print the Footprints and 
cut them out. Write words 
of today’s Bible verse and 
reference on the footprints 
(one word per footprint). 

• Write the Bible verse and 
reference on the sentence 
strip. Tape the strip to the 
wall at children’s eye level.

• Show children the 
footprints. Say: “The words 
on the footprints are from 
our Bible verse. Let’s work 
together to arrange the 
footprints on the floor to 
make a Bible verse path.”

• Direct children to look at 
the sentence strip on the 
wall to guide them.

• When the path is ready, 
lead children to walk on 
the footprints and say the 
Bible verse.

DRAW CREATION 
PICTURES

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

God Made the World, paper, 

markers or colored pencils

• Write the Text Truth on 

each child’s paper as you 

invite him to draw. 

• Show the child the Story 

Picture and point to 

some of the things God 

made for His world. Say: 

“God’s world is beautiful. 

Everything God made is 

good.”

• Suggest that the child draw 

pictures of things he sees 

or hears in God’s world. 

Perhaps the child might 

draw a picture of his pet or 

a person in his family. 

• Remark that God made 

everything. Open the Bible 

to Genesis 1:31a. Point to 

the words as you read them 

to the preschooler.

• Lead the child to say the 

Bible verse and reference 

with you.

READ ABOUT GOD’S 
WORLD

Tools: Bible, green or blue 
towel, 3 or 4 nature books, a 
few pictures of God’s world, 
magnetic letter tiles to spell the 
word Genesis, magnet board 

• Arrange the books and 
pictures on the towel. Lay 
the magnet board and 
letters nearby.

• Invite a child to choose a 
book to read. Talk with the 
preschooler about things 
he can see, hear, touch, 
feel, and enjoy in God’s 
world. Say: “God made the 
world and He made us.”

• Turn to Genesis 1 in the 
Bible. Say: “Genesis is the 
name of the first book 
in the Bible. The word 
Genesis means ‘beginnings.’ 
Everything began with 
God.” 

• Show the preschooler the 
letter tiles and help him 
arrange them to spell the 
word Genesis.

LEADER TIP!
Play and sing songs about 
God’s world to help children 
know God made everything. 
(See Music & Print Extras.)
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NEXT HOUR

NEXT HOUR (MORE EXPLORATIONS FOR PRESCHOOLERS) 

Look for printable Next Hour Helps in Music & Print Extras.

CREATE PLAY DOUGH ANIMALS
Tools: Bible, fresh play dough, assorted animal-shaped cookie cutters, small rolling 
pins, book about God’s world, 2 or 3 solid-colored place mats

• Put place mats on a table and put a hand-size mound of dough and one 
cookie cutter on each one. 

• Guide children to use the play dough a while, then give other 
preschoolers turns. Comment that the children are being kind and 
thoughtful to one another.

• Talk about animals in God’s world. Remind children that God made 
animals and provided places for them to live and food for them. Say: 
“God made people, too, and food and water for them. God is so good.”

• Read the book to children waiting for turns to use play dough. Thank 
God for His wonderful world.

MAKE A STICKER PICTURE
Tools: Bible, craft feather, paper, assorted creation stickers, crayons, Allergy Sign

• Write today’s Text Truth on each paper. Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and  
mark the page with the feather.

• Invite a child to decorate a paper with stickers. He may use crayons to 
draw pictures on the paper.

• Read the words on the paper to the child as he works. Say: “The Bible tells 
us about God making the world.” 

• Show the child the Bible and point to Genesis 1. Show the child the first 
words: “In the beginning, God made.” Then use the feather to point to 
verse 31. Say this verse and help the preschooler say it with you.

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES & VEHICLES
Tools: Bible, wooden blocks, toy people figures, toy cars and trucks, masking tape, 
Story Picture: God Made the World

• Use the tape to make roads on the floor. Put vehicles next to the road.

• Encourage preschoolers to pretend to drive places. Ask children their 
destinations and what they “see” on their driving routes. Remark: “God 
gave you eyes and ears to enjoy His world.”

TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY 
God Made the World
Genesis 1–2
The Bible story is printed on 
the back of the Story Picture.

BIBLE VERSE 
God saw all that He had  
made, and it was very good.
Genesis 1:31a

PACK ITEMS
  1   Story Picture: God Made 

the World
16 Number Circles

PRINTABLES
Allergy Sign
Nature Pictures (opt.)

LEADER TIP!
Nature Pictures and glue can 
be used instead of stickers to 
create a nature picture.
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NEXT HOUR

LEADER TIP! 
Day 1: light; morning and 
evening
Day 2: sky
Day 3: dry land and oceans, 
plants and trees
Day 4: sun, moon, and stars
Day 5: fish, water animals, 
birds
Day 6: land animals; people
Day 7: God rested

• As children enjoy pretend play with the blocks and people figures, say: 
“God made people and He loves them. God made a wonderful world for 
people to live in.”

• Show the children the Story Picture and point to things God made. 
Summarize the Bible story.

SING ABOUT GOD’S WORLD
Tools: Bible, Number Circles

• Help children recall the days of creation and what God made. Sing these 
words to the tune “Mary Had a Little Lamb”: 
Do you know who made the world, made the world, made the world?  
Do you know who made the world? It only took six days. 
The Bible says God made the world, made the world, made the world.  
The Bible says God made the world. He made it in six days.

• Hold a Number Circle and lead children to name something God made 
on that day.

CIRCLE TIME
GATHER
• Use a flashlight to gain children’s 

attention and direct them to sit in 
a circle.

• Pass the flashlight around 
the circle. Give each child an 
opportunity to turn the light on 
and off.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “This light reminds us of the 

lights God made for His world. 
What lights did God make?”  
(sun, moon, and stars)

• Show children the Story Picture 
and point out other things God 
made.

• Summarize the Bible story for 
preschoolers.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Hold the Bible in front of the 

children. Say: “We learn from the 
Bible that God made the world. The 
story of creation is in the Book of 
Genesis, the very first book in the 
Bible.”

• Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and 
show preschoolers the page.

• Lead children to say: “Genesis. 
Genesis is the first book in the 
Bible.” 

PRAY
• Say a brief thank-you to God for 

the Bible. Thank God for giving us 
the Bible to learn about Him and 
His world.
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