
FOR THE 
LEADER

God Created the World
Genesis 1–2

Genesis is defined as “the beginning, or origin, of something.” The title of this book 
reminds us that the Bible logically opens in the beginning. The very first words of Genesis 
illuminate for us the central focus of all of creation—God Himself. In the beginning God 
created … . God is not just the central focus of this beginning study, but is THE focus of all 
of Scripture. This quarter preschoolers and kids will study a variety of ways in which God 
revealed Himself to people—beginning with creation.

Genesis 1 gives a detailed narrative account of the things God created. God’s creation 
was logical and followed a specific order. Nothing was created until what would be needed 
to sustain that creation had already been placed here. God’s creation was immediate and 
precise. God’s creation was only from His spoken word. The theological term used is ex 
nihilo which means “from nothing.” God created by speaking words, and Scripture tells 
us that as His words were uttered, it was so. God created light and dark, then created the 
heavens to separate water on the earth from that in the sky. Next, God created the dry land 
of the earth where plants and trees would grow. To provide for seasons and light, the sun, 
moon, and stars were created. Next, God filled the seas with sea creatures, and the land 
with land animals, culminating in the creation of mankind—created in His image. 

Genesis 2 opens by sharing the greatness of God’s creation and that what He created 
was very good. This chapter gives a further look into the lives of the people God created. 
God planted a garden in which the man and woman were to work the land. The couple 
enjoyed close communion with God. God gave them one command—do not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Preschoolers will hear that God made everything. 
God made every plant, animal, and person, and everything He made was good. Kids will 
discover God is the author of and ruler over all creation. As you share these truths this 
week, focus on the greatness of God’s creation.

Session 1
Session 1: God Created the World
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OVERVIEW

BIBLE STUDY  
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: “Peacock 
Mantis Shrimp” (Slide)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 1” 
(Slide), Family Cards

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“Isaiah 40:28” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: crayons, paper, 
music

APPLY THE TRUTH  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens

 ¨ Review: Bible Timeline 
for Kids, small dry erase 
boards, dry erase markers

 ¨ Tech Connect 
(Optional): a device with 
the LifeWay Kids app  

ACTIVITIES  
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Genesis” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), Bible 
dictionaries, Bible 
commentaries, study 
Bibles, piece of poster 
board cut into 5 puzzle 
shaped pieces, painter’s 
tape, markers, Bibles

 ¨ Move: paper, marker, 
painter’s tape, numbered 
cube, playground cones 
in different colors (1 per 
team)

 ¨ Make: 4.5 inch long 
wooden craft sticks, 4.5 
inch by 4.5 inch pieces of 
paper, liquid glue, string, 
scissors, bird seed, snack-
size ziplock bags, “Allergy 
Alert” (Printables), 
scissors

 ¨ Explore: map of the US, 
clear jar with lid or plastic 
bottle, pennies or assorted 
coins, “A Vision for More” 
(Video)

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1–2

MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 40:28

BONUS VERSE: Genesis 1:31a

TEXT TRUTH: God is the author and ruler of creation.

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT: Memorizes Bible passages and quotes individual verses when 
given the reference. Uses Bible study resources to gather information about Bible 
writers. Uses other resources to enrich her Bible skills and knowledge (Bible dictionary, 
commentary, concordance, atlas, and digital sources).
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See Printables for additional 
family resources.

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of Genesis is a 
book of beginnings. In the 
beginning, God created a 
perfect world. Sin separated 
mankind from God and 
showed that people need a 
Savior. God called Abraham 
and promised him that one 
day his descendants would 
be God’s special people and 
one day, He would send a 
Messiah—Jesus—to rescue 
them.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
Genesis 1–2

In the very beginning, there was nothing except God. The earth was empty. 
Then God began to create the heavens and the earth.

God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light! God thought the light 
was good. God separated the light from the darkness. He called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.” This was the first day.

The next day God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters.” So 
God made the expanse and called it “sky” on the second day of creation.

On the third day of creation, God spoke and created dry land called “earth.” 
He gathered the waters together and called them “seas.” Next, God created 
plants and trees. God saw that everything He had created was good.

On the fourth day God said, “Let there be lights in the sky.” God made the 
sun to give light in the day and the moon and stars to give light at night. 
And it was good. 

Next, God created all kinds of sea creatures. Fish, dolphins, whales, 
stingrays, and more were created to swim through the seas. He created 
all types of birds to fly. Robins, cardinals, ravens, doves, and parrots were 
created. This happened on the fifth day of creation.

On day 6, God said, “Let the earth produce all kinds of animals.” Cows, 
horses, lions, zebras, giraffes, and more were created. God saw that His 
creation was good. God spoke again, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness. They will rule over all the animals.” God formed 
man from the dust of the ground. Then He breathed the breath of life into 
the man and man became a living being.

God planted a garden in Eden and He placed man in the garden. God made 
many trees grow in the garden, including the tree of life in the middle of 
the garden. Another tree grew in the garden. It was called the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. God gave the man one command—he could 
eat from any tree in the garden, but he could not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

God created man in His image. God also created a helper for man—a 
woman. God saw all He had made and it was good.

On the seventh day, God saw that all of His work was finished and He 
rested. God called it holy because He rested from His work of creation.
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

Need an Opening Activity? Choose one of the activities in the Activities  
section and adapt it to introduce the session.

JUMP IN
• Welcome girls and boys. Begin learning kids’ names.
• Explain that you will describe something and when someone thinks they 

know what is being described they should stand up. Pause after each of 
the first six facts and allow kids to share their guesses.
1. I live in warm ocean waters.
2. I am multi-colored with bright green, orange, red, and blue.
3. I can detect ten times more color than a human.
4. I can move each of my eyes independently.
5. I am a crustacean.
6. I can grow two to seven inches long.
7. I am a peacock mantis shrimp.

• Display the “Peacock Mantis Shrimp” slide. 
• Say: “The peacock mantis shrimp is really interesting. Did you know that 

it can punch other creatures to protect itself? Its punch can break the 
shell of a crab or mollusk. God created this shrimp and knew exactly 
what it needed to live and survive. God is an amazing Creator.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Display the Text Truth: God is the author and ruler of creation. Invite 

everyone to read the statement with you.
• Say: “Today we are going to look at this Bible truth. Open your Bibles to 

Genesis 1.” Demonstrate how to use the table of contents in the front of 
the Bible to help kids understand how to locate Bible books.

• Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1. Inquire: “Who was in the 
beginning?” (God) “God has always existed. He was not created like we 
were. God has always been and He will always be. (Hebrews 1:10-12)
Wow! My mind struggles to understand how all of that can be because I 
am only human. God is so much bigger and greater than I am. Isn’t that 
wonderful? It helps me know I can trust that He is in charge and always 
understands what is happening, even if I don’t. Let’s look at some more 
verses.”

• Ask another volunteer to read Genesis 1:3. Invite another volunteer to 
read Genesis 1:9. Discuss with boys and girls how God created the world 
through speaking. He is all-powerful. All He had to do was say it and it 
happened.

• Continue telling the Bible story in your own words. A Bible story page has 
been provided for you to use as a guide.

• Select a volunteer to read Genesis 1:27. Ask: “Whose image was man 
made in? Why is that important?”  

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Peacock Mantis 

Shrimp” (Slide)
• Examine the Text: Bibles, 

“Text Truth 1” (Slide), Family 
Cards

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: 
“Isaiah 40:28” (Poster Pack)

• Prayer: crayons, paper, 
music
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BIBLE STUDY

• Say: “God made us in His image. We are different than the plants 
and animals. We have a special purpose. We were created to have a 
relationship with God and bring Him glory.”

• Distribute Family Cards. Encourage girls and boys to talk about the 
questions on the back of the card with their family this week. 

• Also remind kids that when they see the object, the peacock mantis 
shrimp, it can remind them of the Text Truth: God is the author and 
ruler of creation.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 1 video.
• Ask: “What location did you see today? Where do we see God’s amazing 

power in creation? Why did God create you? What is your purpose?”

MEMORY VERSE
 ¨ Bonus Verse Option: The Memory Verse activity each week is focused on the 

monthly Memory Verse, Isaiah 40:28. If your kids quickly memorize the Memory 
Verse, you may opt to challenge them to learn an additional weekly Bonus Verse. 
This week’s Bonus Verse is Genesis 1:31a.

• Display the “Isaiah 40:28” poster. 
• Lead boys and girls to read the verse together. Ask: “What does this verse 

tell us about God?” (Possible Answers: He is everlasting. He is the Creator. He 
does not become tired [faint] or weary. His understanding has no limits.)

• Encourage the kids to practice the verse while moving like some of the 
things God has created. (Suggestions: Sway arms like a tree moving in the 
wind; hop like a frog; wiggle or slither like a snake; float like a butterfly; crawl 
like a cheetah; rotate like the earth.)

PRAYER
• Distribute crayons and paper to boys and girls. Explain that while the 

music plays, everyone should draw something they are glad God created. 
Kids may choose to write a thank you prayer to God instead of drawing. 

• Play a minute or two of a song as kids work. Close by praying aloud when 
most of the kids have reached a stopping point.
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APPLY

APPLY THE TRUTH (20 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help kids locate today’s pages.
• Review today’s object by inviting a volunteer to read aloud about the 

“Crazy Cool Creation!”
• Direct kids to examine the objects and take turns reading about the 

“Archaeological Apologetics.”
• Help boys and girls complete the “Creation Word Search” to review 

today’s Bible story about creation.
• Invite volunteers to read about creation in “Journey through the Days of 

Creation.”
• Guide kids to find a friend to play the “Creation Grid” game.

REVIEW
 ¨ Tip: You can substitute scrap paper and markers for the dry erase boards, or 

form groups of 2-3 if you do not have enough dry erase boards for each kid.

• Display the timeline and help kids note the Bible book studied today 
(Genesis). 

• Give each kid a small dry erase board and a dry erase marker. Explain 
that you will name something God created and kids should write on 
their board the day it was created on. Allow kids to use their Bibles for 30 
seconds to look for the correct answer. After everyone has written down 
a guess, guide boys and girls to reveal their answers. Share the correct 
day and continue playing as time allows.

▸▸ The sun: Day 4
▸▸ Fish: Day 5
▸▸ Trees: Day 3
▸▸ Adam and Eve: Day 6
▸▸ Birds: Day 5
▸▸ The sky: Day 2
▸▸ The stars: Day 4
▸▸ Land animals: Day 6
▸▸ Dry land: Day 3

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens
• Review: Bible Timeline 

for Kids, small dry erase 
boards, dry erase markers

• Tech Connect (Optional): a 
device with the LifeWay Kids 
app
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ACTIVITIES

CREATION GAMEBOARD
Tools: paper, marker, painter’s tape, numbered 
cube, playground cones in different colors (1 
per team)

 ¨ Write the numbers 1–12 on individual pieces 
of paper.

 ¨ Create a giant gameboard on the floor by 
taping blank pieces of paper from one side of 
the room to the other. Scatter the numbered 
papers throughout the gameboard path.

•	 Form	teams.
•	 Select	a	team	to	go	first	by	allowing	each	

team	to	roll	the	numbered	cube	once.	The	
team	with	the	lowest	roll	will	start	the	game.

•	 Explain	that	teams	will	take	turns	sending	
one	person	forward	to	roll	the	numbered	
cube	and	move	their	team	cone	the	
appropriate	number	of	spaces	on	the	
gameboard.

•	 If	a	team	lands	on	a	numbered	space,	you	will	
read	the	task	that	the	team	must	perform.	If	a	
team	lands	on	a	blank	space,	they	must	read	
today’s	Text	Truth	together.

•	 Suggested Numbered Tasks:
1) Read Genesis 1:1.
2) Name a way you can care for God’s creation.
3) Name a land animal.
4) Read or quote Isaiah 40:28.
5) Name a creature that lives in the sea.
6) Read Genesis 1:27.
7) Find Genesis in the Bible.
8) Find the table of contents in the Bible.
9) Share one fact about today’s object, the 

peacock mantis shrimp.
10) Name your favorite animal.
11) Name a type of plant God created.
12) Read Genesis 1:31.

•	 Conclude	by	leading	girls	and	boys	to	say	the	
Text	Truth	together:	God is the author and 
ruler of creation.	

GENESIS 101

Tools: “Genesis” (Books of the Bible Posters), 

Bible dictionaries, Bible commentaries, study 

Bibles, piece of poster board cut into 5 puzzle 

shaped pieces, painter’s tape, markers, Bibles

 ¨ Write Who?, What?, When?, Where?, and 

Why? on individual pieces of the poster board 

puzzle. If you have a large group of kids, 

create more than one set of puzzle pieces.

•	 Form	groups	of	2-3.	Give	each	group	one	

piece	of	the	puzzle.	Explain	that	each	group	

will	use	the	available	resources	to	answer	the	

question	on	their	poster	board	about	the	Book	

of	Genesis.
•	 Instruct	groups	to	write	facts	or	details	that	

they	discover	on	their	pieces	of	poster	board.

•	 After	several	minutes,	allow	groups	to	

present	what	they	discovered	to	everyone	

else.	
•	 Guide	kids	to	assemble	the	puzzle	and	display	

it.
•	 Say:	“The	Book	of	Genesis	is	the	first	book	of	

the	Bible.	It	is	important.	It	reveals	that	God 

is the author and ruler of creation.	We	can	

use	different	Bible	study	tools	to	help	us	learn	

about	the	Bible.	Each	question	you	had	was	

part	of	the	puzzle.	We	need	to	understand	

the	answers	to	all	of	the	questions	you	had	in	

order	to	see	the	big	picture	of	what	God	was	

doing	in	the	Book	of	Genesis.”

•	 If	you	have	additional	time,	challenge	kids	to	

discover	how	many	chapters	are	in	the	Book	

of	Genesis.	Then	ask	kids	to	look	through	the	

book	and	call	out	names	of	Bible	people	they	

recognize.

ACTIVITIES (20 MINUTES)

• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE
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SMALL GROUP

A VISION FOR MORE
Tools: map of the US, clear jar with lid or 
plastic bottle, pennies or assorted coins, “A 
Vision for More” (Video)

•	 Display	the	map.
•	 Say:	“God	sends	missionaries	all	over	the	

world	to	tell	people	about	Him.	God	wants	
all	people	in	every	nation	to	hear	the	gospel.	
Let’s	hear	about	a	missionary	named	Luis	
Soto,	who	lives	in	Salt	Lake	City,	Utah.”

•	 Play	the	“A	Vision	for	More”	video.
•	 Ask	for	a	volunteer	to	find	Utah	on	a	map.	Be	

prepared	to	give	them	hints	if	needed.
•	 Say:	“Churches	all	over	the	United	States	give	

to	a	missions	offering	that	helps	Luis,	and	
other	missionaries,	start	churches.	When	
we	give	to	missions,	we	are	a	part	of	the	
missionary’s	work	to	share	the	gospel	with	all	
people.	It’s	a	way	for	us	to	be	on	mission	too!”

•	 Distribute	a	penny	or	coin	to	each	kid.	Put	one	
penny	in	the	jar	and	give	it	a	shake.	Ask	kids	to	
notice	the	sound	that	one	penny	makes.	Then	
pass	the	jar	around,	asking	each	kid	to	add	a	
penny	to	the	jar.	When	all	the	pennies	have	
been	added,	shake	it	again.

•	 Ask	kids	to	describe	the	difference	between	
the	sound	that	one	penny	made	and	the	sound	
that	many	pennies	made.

•	 Say:	“One	penny	can	make	some	noise,	but	a	
lot	of	coins	make	BIG	noise!	That’s	the	way	it	
is	with	offerings	that	we	give.	One	dollar	can	
make	a	difference,	but	many	dollars	together	
can	make	a	BIG	difference.	That’s	why	we	
give	to	missions.	We	add	our	offerings	to	the	
money	that	other	people	or	churches	give.	
Then	we	can	make	a	BIG	difference	for	God’s	
kingdom,	here,	in	Utah,	and	around	the	world.

•	 Close	in	prayer,	thanking	God	for	missionaries	
like	Luis	Soto	and	thanking	God	that	we	can	be	
a	part	of	missions.

CREATION CARE

Tools: 4.5 inch long wooden craft sticks, 4.5 
inch by 4.5 inch pieces of paper, liquid glue, 
string, bird seed, snack-size ziplock bags, 
“Allergy Alert” (Printables), scissors

 ¨ Fill a snack-size ziplock bag with bird seed 

for each kid. 

•	 Provide	each	kid	a	square	piece	of	paper.	
Lead	kids	to	glue	one	row	of	craft	sticks	
across	their	papers.	Next,	help	kids	glue	a	
craft	stick	on	the	left	and	right	side	of	the	
craft	stick	square.	Instruct	kids	to	glue	a	craft	

stick	on	the	top	and	the	bottom	of	the	square.	

The	ends	will	overlap	the	craft	sticks	on	the	
left	and	right	sides	of	the	square.

•	 Guide	girls	and	boys	to	continue	gluing	craft	

sticks,	alternating	the	left/right	sides	with	the	

top/bottom.	Kids	will	need	eight	craft	sticks	
for	each	of	the	four	sides	to	create	a	“basket”	

for	their	bird	seed.
•	 Allow	kids	to	cut	4	pieces	of	long	string.	Help	

boys	and	girls	tie	a	piece	of	string	around	
each	corner	of	their	basket.	Tie	the	four	
strings	together	at	the	top	for	kids	to	slide	
onto	a	tree	branch	or	similar	object.

•	 Give	each	kid	a	ziplock	bag	of	bird	seed.	
Instruct	kids	to	leave	the	bag	sealed	until	they	

are	outside	their	home,	ready	to	place	the	
seed	inside	the	bird	feeder.

•	 Review	the	Text	Truth:	God is the author and 
ruler of creation.	

•	 Say:	“God	rules	over	all	He	has	created,	but	
He	also	has	given	us	the	responsibility	to	care	

for	His	creation.	Today	we	made	bird	feeders.	

What	are	some	other	ways	we	can	care	for	
creation?”	Allow	kids	to	share	some	thoughts.

ACTIVITIES

BIBLE SKILLS
MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE
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