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LEADER

Session 1: In the Beginning

In the Beginning
Genesis 1–2

Genesis is defined as “the beginning, or origin, of something.” The title of this book reminds 
us that the Bible logically opens in the beginning. The very first words of Genesis illuminate 
for us the central focus of all of creation—God Himself. In the beginning God created. God 
is not just the central focus of this beginning study, but is THE focus of all of Scripture. 
This quarter, preschoolers and kids will study a variety of ways in which God revealed 
Himself to people—beginning with creation.
 Genesis 1 gives a detailed narrative account of the things God created. God’s creation 
was logical and followed a specific order. Nothing was created until what would be needed 
to sustain that creation had already been placed here. God’s creation was immediate and 
precise. God’s creation was only from His spoken word. The theological term used is ex 
nihilo which means “from nothing.” God created by speaking words, and Scripture tells us 
that as His words were uttered, it was so. God created light and dark, then He created the 
heavens to separate water on the earth from that in the sky. Next, God created the dry land 
of the earth where plants and trees would grow. To provide for seasons and light, the sun, 
moon, and stars were created. Next, God filled the seas with sea creatures, and the land 
with land animals, culminating in the creation of mankind—people created in His image. 
 Genesis 2 opens by sharing the greatness of God’s creation and that what He created 
was very good. This chapter gives a further look into the lives of the people God created. 
God planted a garden in which the man and woman were to work the land. The couple 
enjoyed close communion with God. God gave them one command—do not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Preschoolers will hear that God made everything. 
God made every plant, animal, and person, and everything He made was good. Kids will 
discover God is the author of and ruler over all creation. As you share these truths this 
week, focus on the greatness of God’s creation. 
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OVERVIEW

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Diaper Bag Card
• Preschool Family Card

SESSION FOCUS 
TEXT TRUTH 
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE
Genesis 1:31a

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
Genesis is a book about beginnings—the beginning of the world, the 
beginning of a people chosen by God, and the beginning of God’s plan to 
restore all people to Him through His Son, Jesus.

BIBLE SKILLS: Babies and toddlers will . . . 
• Hear the names of Bible books.
• Touch, hold, and turn pages of the Bible.

      SESSION ACTIVITIES

BABIES EXPLORE THE BIBLE
Babies are sensory learners and 
they are relational. They learn 
best when teachers engage them 
through conversation and play. 
Prepare two or three activities 
for babies to enjoy as they 
explore the Bible. 

First hour—
• Splash Ducks and Fish in Water
• Drop Blocks in a Pan
• Peek & See Creation Pictures

Next hour—
• Repeat activities with babies in 

the next hour.

TODDLERS EXPLORE THE BIBLE
Toddlers are on the go and 
ready to learn. They learn best 
through playful exploration and 
discovery. Offer three or more 
multisensory activities to lead 
young preschoolers to discover 
and learn Bible truths.

First hour—
• Make a Creation Picture
• Feel & Guess
• Work Nature Puzzles
• Play with Farm Animals

Next hour—
• Decorate the Bible Verse
• Shine a Flashlight
• Take Care of a Baby Doll

PLUS Circle Time!
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BABIES 
EXPLORE THE BIBLE

GOD MADE THE WORLD
Genesis 1–2   

• God made the sun, moon, and stars. 

• God made people. 

• Everything God made was good.

 

EXPLORATIONS   
SPLASH DUCKS AND FISH IN WATER 
Tools: Bible, plastic toy ducks and fish, shallow plastic container, towels, Diaper 
Bag Card

• Place the ducks and fish in the container and add a small amount of 
water. Set the container on a towel.

• Hold a baby in your lap near the container. Gently splash the water to 
make the toys move. Exclaim: “Splash, splash. I can splash the water.”

• Guide the baby’s hand to splash the water. As the baby splashes, say: 
“Look! You can splash the water, too! God made water. Thank You, God.”

• Dry the baby’s hands, then give him a fish or duck to hold. Say: “God 
made animals to swim in the water. God made everything.”

• Show the baby the picture on the Diaper Bag Card as you say: “God made 
our world and it is wonderful.”

DROP BLOCKS IN A PAN
Tools: Bible, 9-by-13-inch metal pan, plastic pop beads or stacking rings, Story 
Picture: God Made the World
 
• Lay the Story Picture in the pan. Spread the pop beads outside the pan. 

Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and lay a few pop beads on the page.

• Sit on the floor with a baby. Move the pop beads gently, then drop one or 
two in the pan. Give a bead to the baby to drop in the pan.

• Comment: “Listen! I hear the beads drop into the pan. God gave me ears 
to hear. God helps you hear, too. God made people and loves them.”

TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY
God Made the World
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
PARAPHRASE 
God made everything, and  
it was good.
Genesis 1:31a

PACK ITEMS
  1   Story Picture: God Made 

the World
15 Creation Match Cards

LEADER TIP!
God’s world is amazing 
and wonderful! Provide 
opportunities for babies to 
explore God’s world through 
seeing, hearing, touching, 
smelling, and tasting.  

Explore the Bible: Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide8



BABIES 
EXPLORE THE BIBLE

      NEXT HOUR (MORE EXPLORATIONS FOR BABIES)

• Continue and repeat activities from the first hour. Babies learn 

through repetition and practice.

• As you cuddle, rock, soothe, and tend to babies’ needs, talk about 

the Bible. Say Bible words and phrases.

• Use the Bible with babies. Let them see, touch, and turn Bible 

pages.

• Move beads in the pan to reveal the Story Picture. Show the picture to 
the baby. Say: “God made everything—the sky and trees and animals. 
God made people. Everything God made was good.”

• Tap the Bible page. Softly whisper: “The Bible tells about God’s world.” 

PEEK & SEE CREATION PICTURES
Tools: Bible, 6 blank folded note cards, Creation Match Cards, tape, long ribbon

• Use one of each pair of Creation Match Cards to make peekaboo cards 
for babies. Tape a picture inside each note card. Stand the cards like tents 
near a baby’s play mat. Open the Bible to Genesis 1.

• Wave the ribbon over the cards to get the baby’s attention. Help the baby 
pick up a card and open it. Talk about the picture. Exclaim: “Banana. 
Yum. I like to eat bananas. God made bananas.”

• Give the baby more opportunities to peek and see things God made. 

• Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and say: “We read in the Bible that God 
made everything. God is good!”
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TODDLERS 
EXPLORE THE BIBLE

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY
God Made the World
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
PARAPHRASE 
God made everything,  
and it was good.
Genesis 1:31a

PACK ITEMS
  1  Story Picture: God Made 

the World
15 Creation Match Cards

PRINTABLES
Allergy Sign
Nature Pictures

LEADER TIP!
Play and sing songs about 
God’s world to help toddlers 
know God made everything. 
(See Music & Print Extras.)

GOD MADE THE WORLD
Genesis 1–2 

A long time ago the world was very dark. Then God made light. He made 
the day and night.

God made the bright sun for the daytime. God made the moon to give soft 
light at night. God made the twinkling stars for nighttime.

God made water. He made lakes and oceans and filled them with fish of all 
sizes. God made some very tiny fish, and He made big fish. God made food 
for the fish to eat. 

God made the blue sky and the puffy white clouds. He made tall, tall trees, 
and scraggly bushes. God made beautiful flowers and plants of many colors.

God made a beautiful world. He said, “It is very good.”

Then God made people. He made a man and a woman.

Everything God made was good.

MAKE A CREATION PICTURE

Tools: Bible, Nature Pictures, long piece of contact plastic, strip of paper with 

Text Truth written on it, masking tape

• Tape the contact plastic (sticky side out) to a wall at toddlers’ eye level. 

Place the Text Truth strip on the plastic. 

• Show some of the Nature Pictures to a child. Remark that all the 

pictures show things (or people) God made for His world.

• Invite the toddler to choose a few pictures to put on the sticky plastic. 

Ask the toddler to identify the things in the pictures. 

• Open the Bible to Genesis 1. Say: “Genesis is the very first book in the 

Bible. Genesis tells about God making the world and everything in it.”
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TODDLERS 
EXPLORE THE BIBLE

LEADER TIP!
To challenge older toddlers, 
mix up puzzle pieces in a 
basket and lay the frames 
side by side. Encourage 
children to decide in which 
puzzle frame each piece fits. 

PLAY WITH FARM ANIMALS

Tools: Bible, plastic farm 
animals, cardboard blocks, toy 
barn, raffia (for pretend hay),  
2 or 3 books about animals and 
God’s world 

• Place the farm animals 
with cardboard blocks. 
Stand up the books near 
the barn.

• Lay an animal figure on the 
Bible opened to Genesis 1. 

• As toddlers play with the 
farm animals, suggest they 
build an animal pen with 
the blocks. Children might 
spread hay (raffia) in the 
pen.

• Pick up an animal and 
make its sound. Encourage 
the preschooler to make 
the animal sound.

• Tap the Bible page and say: 
“The Bible tells us that God 
made animals. God made 
everything.”

• Find God’s name on the 
Bible page.

WORK NATURE PUZZLES

Tools: Bible, ribbon, Creation 

Match Cards, 2 or 3 simple 

puzzles featuring God’s world, 

solid-colored place mat 

• Spread the puzzles on a 

table or the floor. Mark 

Genesis 1 in the Bible with 

the ribbon. 

• Lay one set of Creation 

Cards on the place mat. 

Stack the duplicate set of 

cards facedown next to the 

mat.

• Invite a toddler to work a 

puzzle or match pictures of 

things God made. 

• While the child is busy, 

talk about God’s world. 

Touch the open Bible and 

say: “The very first book in 

the Bible—Genesis—tells 

about God making the 

world.”

• Tap the Bible opened to 

Genesis 1. Locate verse 

31 and say to the toddler: 

“This verse in Genesis says 

‘God made everything, and  

it was good.’ ”

• Help the child say the 

verse with you.

FEEL & GUESS

Tools: Bible; tree bark, feather, 
blades of grass, smooth stone 
(golfball size), large unshelled 
nuts, seashell, bell pepper or 
potato; tall round box with a 
sock covering; Allergy Sign, 
Diaper Bag Card

• Hide the nature items in 
the covered box.

• Show toddlers the picture 
on the Diaper Bag Card. 
Lead children to identify 
things in God’s world. 

• Remark: “God made 
a wonderful world. 
Everything God made is 
good.”

• Hold the box and say:  
“I have some nature items 
in this box. God created 
each one. Let’s see if you 
can guess the items.”

• Give each child a turn to 
reach a hand into the box 
to feel an item and name 
it. Tell her to remove the 
item from the box and lay 
it aside.

• Turn to Genesis 1 and tell 
the Bible story.
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TODDLERS
CIRCLE TIME

TEXT TRUTH
God made the world.

BIBLE STORY
God Made the World
Genesis 1–2

BIBLE VERSE 
PARAPHRASE 
God made everything,  
and it was good.
Genesis 1:31a

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• basket, bottle of water, rock, 

paper sun and moon shapes, 
small plastic toy animal, 
towel  
(Put the items in the basket 
to use as you tell the 
creation story. Hide the 
basket under the towel.)

PACK ITEMS
  1  Story Picture: God Made 

the World
15 Creation Match Cards

GATHER
• Give each child one Creation 

Match Card  as he moves to the 
Circle Time area. 

• When everyone is in the circle, go 
around the circle and ask children 
to identify the items in the 
pictures.

• Next lead toddlers to sit beside the 
friend with the same picture. 

• Say: “Your pictures remind me of 
things God made for His world. 
Let’s listen to a story about God 
making the world.”

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY
• Place the basket of items in front 

of you and open the Bible to 
Genesis 1.

• Tell the Bible story in your own 
words. As you tell something 
God made, take an item from the 
basket. Hold it so all the children 
can see. 

• Pass the Story Picture around 
the circle. Remind toddlers that 
everything God made was good.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Show children Genesis 1:31a in 

the Bible. 

• Say: “Today’s Bible story and verse 
are from the Book of Genesis. Say 
the word Genesis with me.”

• Lead children to clap as they say 
each syllable of the word.

• Say the Bible verse, clapping on 
each word. 

• Help toddlers repeat the verse 
while clapping.

PRAY
• Sing a thank-you prayer for God’s 

world. Use the tune “God Is So 
Good” to sing: 
We thank You, God. We thank 
You, God. We thank You, God, for 
everything You made.

CIRCLE TIME (2-5 MINUTES)

Your toddlers may be ready for a simple circle time. You decide when and 
how long to have a group experience.
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TODDLERS 
NEXT HOUR 

Look for printable 
Next Hour helps in 
Music & Print Extras.

TAKE CARE OF A BABY DOLL

Tools: Bible, 2 plastic baby dolls, a few baby-care items (baby wipes box, 

rattle, blanket, pacifier or teether, baby board book), child’s rocking chair, 

Diaper Bag Card

• Place the items near the rocking chair or a doll bed. Encourage a 

toddler to rock the doll. Another child might feed a baby doll or 

pretend to bathe the doll. 

• Show toddlers the picture on the Diaper Bag Card. Say: “God 

made the world. He made plants and trees and animals. He 

made the sun and moon. And God made people. God loved the 

people. God loves you, too.”

• Turn to Genesis 1:31a and point to the Bible words. Say: “In the 

Bible we read, ‘God made everything, and it was good.’ ”

SHINE A FLASHLIGHT
Tools: several Bibles, 2 or 3 small flashlights, 
Story Picture: God Made the World

• Open each Bible to Genesis 1. Turn on 
a flashlight and shine it on a Bible. Say: 
“I see the words In the beginning. In the 
beginning, there was nothing. Then God 
made everything!”

• Give a flashlight to a toddler to shine on a 
Bible. Help the child find God’s name. 

• Lead another toddler to shine a light 
on the Story Picture and name things 
in the picture. Remark that God made 
everything, and it was all good.

• Tell the Bible story and thank God for 
His world.

DECORATE THE BIBLE VERSE

Tools: Bible, paper, assorted creation stickers, 

washable marker

• Write on each paper today’s Bible verse 

and reference. 

• Give a preschooler a paper to decorate 

with stickers. Read the Bible verse to the 

child and help her say it with you. 

• Comment: “Those words are in the Bible 

in the Book of Genesis.” Open the Bible 

to Genesis 1:31a and show the words to 

the toddler.

• As the child places creation stickers on 

her paper, lead her to identify the things 

God made. 

• Thank God for His wonderful world.

NEXT HOUR (MORE EXPLORATIONS FOR TODDLERS)

Continue activities from the first hour or offer these additional activities to help 
toddlers explore the Bible.
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GOD MADE THE WORLD

BIBLE STORY NUGGETS
• God made the sun, moon, and stars. He made plants and trees.

• God made animals. God made birds.

• God made people.

• Everything God made was good.

SESSION 1

Genesis 1–2 
Text Truth: God made the world.



FAMILY ADVENTURE PLAY WITH TOYS IN WATER
Toddlers love water play. Fill a large plastic pan with water and drop in a 
few plastic animals, flowers, and toy food. As your preschooler splashes 
and plays with the toys, name them. Comment that God made water, 
animals, flowers, and food. God made a wonderful world. Say: “God made 
people, too. He made you! God made everything, and it was good.”

FAMILY ADVENTURE GO ON A NATURE WALK
Stroll your baby outdoors to look for signs of autumn. Identify nature
items, talk about beautiful colors, name sounds. Say a simple prayer as
you observe God’s world. Remark: “In the beginning God made the world. 
And everything God made was very good.” Show your baby a Bible and
turn to Genesis 1. Say: “The Bible tells about the world God made.”

PARENTS,
The apostle Paul declared that God can be known and understood 
through His world. In Romans 1:19-20 we read that God’s attributes and 
His power are evidenced in nature. 
 God’s world is amazing and wonderful! Introduce your preschooler to 
God through creation. Look for opportunities to explore nature  
through seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, and tasting. 

GOD MADE THE WORLD  
Genesis 1–2

A long time ago the world was very dark. Then God made light. He made the day and night.
 God made the bright sun for the daytime. God made the moon to give soft light at night. 
God made the twinkling stars for nighttime.
 God made water. He made lakes and oceans and filled them with fish of all sizes. God 
made some very tiny fish, and He made big fish. God made food for the fish to eat.
 God made the blue sky and puffy white clouds. He made tall, tall trees, and scraggly 
bushes. God made beautiful flowers and plants of many colors.
 God made a beautiful world. He said, “It is very good.”
 Then God made people. He made a man and a woman.
 Everything God made was good.
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