
43Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

STUDY Isaiah 23:8-18, looking for the rise 

and fall of nations. Notice the role God plays 

in the affairs of nations, demonstrating His 

sovereign control. 

CREATE a teaching plan using the ideas on 

pages 50–52. Focus on leading the group 

to honor God as sovereign over all nations. 

Consider ways of using the Bible Skill to add 

depth to the group time. 

GATHER the following items: 

 Extra Personal Study Guides (PSGs)

 Name tags and markers for the group 

Prepare to display:  

  Pack Item 1 (Map: Prophets of the 

Eighth Century)

  Pack Item 2 (Outline of Isaiah)

  Pack Item 3 (Poster: Themes of Isaiah)

  Pack Item 5 (Poster: Names of God in Isaiah)

Make copies of:  

  Pack Item 14 (Handout: Names of God 

in Isaiah)

CONSULT the recent articles posted on 

the Groups Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/

GroupMinistry). Additional study materials and 

group time questions to support this week’s 

study are available in Explore the Bible Adult 

Commentary and QuickSource (available for 

purchase from LifeWay.com). 

REINFORCE the session by evaluating the 

extent to which your group honors God. Allow 

leaders within the group to suggest key factors 

that indicate a group honors God and use  

those indicators to conduct the evaluation. 

Identify actions to take to improve based on  

the evaluation. 

S E S S I O N  4

God Reigns
God controls the rise and fall of nations and powers.

ISAIAH 23:8-18
MEMORY VERSE: ISAIAH 14:24
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Throughout history, we have seen dictators, despots, and other leaders seize 
control of countries or regions. At the time, some of these leaders and their 
groups they led appeared to be invincible, carrying an unchecked arrogance 
as they gained more power. In Isaiah’s day, Tyre and Sidon were Phoenician 
cities on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea that had a vast and powerful 
financial empire. To the human eye, they seemed invincible, but they were no 
match for God. God is sovereign over every nation and human seat of power.

(In PSG, p. 37) What are some things that may cause a person to question 
who is really in control? 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
ISAIAH 13:1–23:18

This week’s lesson comes from the end of a section of Isaiah (23:2-18) 
referred to as “oracles against the nations” or “judgments on the nations.” 
To understand what these oracles are doing in the Book of Isaiah, it is 
important to remember last week’s material. God had promised judgment 
and then eventual restoration for the people of Israel and Judah. A natural 
question for Isaiah’s audience was how any restoration would be possible 
given the power of the nations around them. King Ahaz of Judah certainly 
didn’t trust that God could accomplish His promise amidst the looming 
threat of Assyria and the northern kingdoms. Even the smaller nations 
bordering Judah, such as Edom, Moab, Philistia, and Aram, presented a 
substantial threat to God’s people. How could the God of Judah overcome 
such a barrier? How could there ever be a messianic kingdom like the one 
depicted in Isaiah 9, given that the surrounding nations would oppose it? 

This concern is easier to grasp if we understand some of the common 
beliefs of the ancient Near East. In the ancient Near East, gods were thought 
to be territorial. The gods of the various ancient Near Eastern countries 
were believed to be most powerful on their home turf, with their powers 
waning further from home. The people of the time also believed that when 
nations fought, their gods fought for them against the gods of the opposing 
nations. In this view, the gods could win and lose, just like the nations they 
sponsored. In this cultural context, it was tempting for the Judeans to put 
their God in the same category as the other gods of the region and wonder 
whether He could really deliver them. 

In chapters 13–23, Isaiah responded. He presented the oracles against 
the nations as evidence that the God of Judah can and will judge the other 

KEY DOCTRINE

God the Father
God as Father reigns with 
providential care over His 
universe, His creatures, and the 
flow of the stream of human 
history according to the purposes 
of His grace (Jer. 10:10).

BIBLE SKILL

Compare references that use the 
same phrase or term.

Isaiah referred to God as the 
Lord of Armies in verse 9. Look 
up 1 Samuel 1:3; 2 Samuel 7:26; 
Psalm 80:4; Amos 5:14-15; Haggai 
2:6-9; and Malachi 1:11-14. 
Pay attention to the verses 
surrounding these verses as well. 
Note the main point being made 
in each passage. What attributes 
of God are most seen in this title? 
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nations. The fundamental truth Isaiah sought to remind the people of was 
that God was not just Lord of Judah but Lord of all nations—whether they 
acknowledged Him or not—and of all the created order. The oracles against 
the nations were a testimony to the power and sovereignty of God. 

 The oracles start with a declaration of judgment against Babylon and 
end with the judgment on Tyre. The choice of these places as a starting and 
stopping point was probably meant to indicate the area of the world that 
most impacted Judah, since Babylon was to the east and Tyre was on the 
shore of the Mediterranean Sea in the west. In addition, each nation 
mentioned in the oracles was likely meant to represent a particular vice. For 
example, the oracle against Babylon centers on their self-aggrandizement, 
while the oracle against Tyre focuses on the great wealth of the city. In 
other words, not only would the surrounding nations be judged, but the 
oracles contained a reminder for the people of Judah: they should not trust 
in the values of the nations around them, such as power, wealth, or worldly 
wisdom. Only the Lord is truly trustworthy. They were to trust Him and  
believe He would be able to carry out justice and bring about the promised 
messianic kingdom of Isaiah chapters 9–12.      

EXPLORE THE TEXT
GOD IS JUST (ISA. 23:8-12)

Verse 8
The previous verses of chapter 23 describe the fall of Tyre. This city was 
a major Phoenician center of trade and power during the time of Isaiah’s 
ministry. The city was situated on the coast north of Israel. Due to the fact 
there were not many harbors along the eastern coast of the Mediterranean 
Sea, Tyre became a major port for trade. As a result, Tyre became an 
extremely wealthy place with a great deal of influence, and its people 
became known as skilled seafarers. The cities of Tyre and Sidon were also 
known for the worship of the ancient Near Eastern god Baal. 

In 23:1-7, Isaiah predicted the fall of Tyre and the loss of its wealth. This 
would have been astounding to Isaiah’s audience. Tyre had been inhabited 
and wealthy for a long period of time. Its particular placement on an island 
with large fortifications, a sizable population, and a fleet of ships made it 
appear to be a permanent fixture. We can get a better sense of the situation 
by imagining a modern-day equivalent: New York City. Very few people 
would believe a 21st century prophet who proclaimed New York would soon 
be left in ruins. Not only is the city sizable and well-established, but the 
impact of its loss would have major implications for the world as a whole. 
Stock markets would no doubt crash and major transportation routes would 
be snarled. We can perhaps get a small taste of this when we think of the 
impact of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Magnify that level of 
destruction to the whole city of New York, and we have a taste of what Isaiah 
was predicting for the ancient world when he predicted the fall of Tyre. 

BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“Ancient Tyre,” available 
digitally in the Fall 2020 issue 
of Biblical Illustrator for Explore 
the Bible at LifeWay.com/
BiblicalIllustrator.

VERSE 8

8 Who planned this 
against Tyre, the 
bestower of crowns, 
whose traders are 
princes, whose 
merchants are the 
honored ones of the 
earth?  
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Isaiah asked a rhetorical question: Who planned this against Tyre? 
While the answer will be specified in verse 9, it hardly needs to be stated: 
only God could do such a thing. The people of God may have wondered if He 
was in charge of the situation in Judah, but Isaiah made it clear that God is 
in charge of everything. Even such a powerful, wealthy city as Tyre was in 
God’s control. In the face of judgment, this was good news for the people in 
the long run. There was nothing in the development of world history that 
was outside of God’s plan.

While we don’t normally associate traders or merchants with royalty 
or power, Tyre’s wealth and reputation were such that her traders were 
viewed like royalty with crowns. Her merchants were treated like princes 
and given great honor because everyone wanted to benefit from the trade. 
Everywhere in the known world, the businessmen of Tyre were known and 
treated with respect.  

Verses 9-10
Isaiah removed all doubt about who would orchestrate the fall of Tyre with 
all its wealth. He stated that the Lord of Armies would do it. The prophet 
added the description of Armies to show that God is in charge of all of the 
armies of the world. As impressive as Tyre was and as extraordinary as 
its inhabitants and those associated with them thought themselves to be, 
they would be no match for the Lord and His armies. Verse 9 clearly reveals 
that God is in control of the nations.

God’s plan was to desecrate and disgrace the city and people of Tyre. 
The cause for this punishment was a common human failing: pride. The 
people of Tyre had become haughty and self-reliant in their wealth. The 
Phoenicians would be punished for their failure to recognize the true 
source of their wealth and power—God. 

Verse 10 is difficult to translate into English and commentators disagree 
over its meaning. Tarshish is likely a site in Spain, and as such, represents 
the farthest point of the trading world. (This is the same place that Jonah 
sought to go when he was fleeing the will of God.) For all practical purposes, 
Tarshish was the edge of the ancient Near Eastern world. The connection to 
Tyre was that of trade by way of the Mediterranean Sea. The fact that there 
is no longer anything to restrain you most likely means that Tarshish was 
no longer bound to Tyre in terms of trade. Another possible translation 
of the phrase there is no longer anything to restrain is “there is no longer 
any safe harbor” for the ships coming from Tarshish. This option comes 
from the fact that the Hebrew word can be translated as “harbor” instead 
of “restrain.” Either way, the idea is that Tyre would be decimated to the 
extent that trading would no longer be an option. Her trade relationships 
with other cities and ports would be over. 

The phrase overflow your land like the Nile is a curious one and may be 
an idiom. The regular flooding of the Nile River was crucial for the survival of 
Egypt and her economy. The surrounding land was very dry—almost desert. 
Egypt’s agriculture could not survive without the rich silt and water from the 
Nile. The image of this great river’s regular flooding would have been familiar 
to Isaiah’s audience and the people of Tyre. In this particular case, though, 

VERSES 9-10

9 The Lord of Armies 
planned it, to desecrate 
all its glorious beauty, to 
disgrace all the honored 
ones of the earth. 
10 Overflow your land 
like the Nile, daughter 
of Tarshish; there is 
no longer anything to 
restrain you. 
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the people were the ones who are “flooding” or pouring forth in order to get 
away from the invading forces. They would flee the city in a bid to escape 
capture and death. 

Verses 11-12
Isaiah now brought the prime mover of Tyre’s devastation back into the 
limelight. The picture of God stretching His hand over the sea is one of 
supreme power and control. This image is even more striking when we 
examine it and the relationship of Tyre to the sea more closely. On the one 
hand, the Phoenicians of Tyre were considered some of the finest sailors of 
the ancient world. They maintained control of much of the shipping traffic 
between Egypt, Cyprus, and lands as far off as Spain (Tarshish), and were 
seen as undisputed masters of the sea. On the other hand, in the ancient 
world the sea was viewed as a source of chaos, and the gods of the sea were 
powerful foes to face. 

In verse 11 God stated that He is the master of the sea. He used imagery 
that harkened back to creation and the exodus. (Compare Gen. 1:2,6; Ex. 
14.) It was not the Phoenicians of Tyre who were in control of the sea (or 
their fate) nor was it a pagan god. It is the God of Judah who controls 
everything. The realization of this awesome power would cause the 
kingdoms to tremble. The fall of Tyre would cause the surrounding nations 
to realize that there is nothing on earth that can be trusted to last. Only 
God is steadfast and forever.

The reference to Canaanite fortresses is a reference to Tyre. The religion 
of the Canaanites likely derived from the Phoenicians, and they had more 
in common with the Phoenicians to their north than they did with Egypt 
to their south. Thus, Isaiah combined the future destruction of Tyre with 
the past destruction of the Canaanites by Joshua. 

In verse 12 Tyre is compared to a young woman who had been 
ravished. The idea behind this image seems to be that of a young lady who 
was free and happy, without a care in the world, but then was despoiled or 
enslaved in some way. Her joy was gone and her beauty ruined. Daughter 
of Sidon indicates the relationship Tyre had with the city of Sidon to 
her north. Both Tyre and Sidon were important cities of the Phoenician 
people. Mentioning the two together was a way to refer to the Phoenicians 
in general. When the end came for Tyre, some would attempt to flee to the 
island country of Cyprus, but to no avail. They could not outrun the God 
of the universe. 

In what ways have you put your trust in the structures and institutions of 
your life? Have you ever considered that God, in His justice, might destroy 
your city or home country one day? In what ways does this motivate you with 
respect to your faith in God? 

VERSES 11-12

11 He stretched out 
his hand over the sea; 
he made kingdoms 
tremble. The Lord has 
commanded that the 
Canaanite fortresses be 
destroyed. 12 He said, 
“You will not celebrate 
anymore, ravished 
young woman, daughter 
of Sidon. Get up and 
cross over to Cyprus — 
even there you will have 
no rest! ” 
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GOD IS ACTIVE (ISA. 23:13-14)

Verses 13-14
Escaping destruction is the first thought of any person in a besieged city. 
Verses 13-14 make it clear that no avenue to freedom would be available 
when the Assyrians invaded. The Chaldeans were a people group who 
occupied the area of Babylon, which was south of the Assyrian homeland. 
Isaiah told the citizens of Tyre to look at that society and see that it no 
longer existed. The Assyrians made war against Babylon at least twice. The 
most devastating siege was under the Assyrian ruler Sennacherib, who 
conquered and destroyed the city of Babylon in 689 BC. It would be many 
years before Babylon recovered and became the next major empire on the 
scene because the Assyrians made it a ruin. 

The phrase wail, ships of Tarshish brings this oracle full circle, tying 
the end of this poetic judgment section back to its beginning by repeating 
the opening phrase (see 23:1). The ships were addressed as if they were 
alive; they were a metaphor for the loss of the port and trade of Tyre. Even 
though Tyre was a fortress with tall walls, it would not stand against the 
judgment of God.   

This proved to be the case. Tyre was besieged several times in its history, 
and experienced loss each time. Because part of the city was an island 
fortress, its people did manage to regain some of what was lost and rebuild 
business over time. However, that would not last. In 332 BC, Alexander the 
Great used rubble from the ruined part of the city to build a causeway from 
the shore to the island citadel so he could besiege it. His siege was successful. 
He brought down the great city, and it did not recover its former  
glory after that. 

What major world or national event during your lifetime shocked you the 
most? How did it impact the way you think about your relationship with God? 
How did it impact the worldview of others in your life? 

GOD IS HONORED (ISA. 23:15-18)

Verses 15-16
The statement that Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years is a matter 
of some debate among scholars. Some view this as a literal seventy-year 
period, which would mirror the time that Judah would be in captivity 
(Jer. 29:10). Other scholars see this number as symbolic of a perfect period 
of time. In other words, Tyre would be forgotten the perfect amount of 
time needed for justice to be carried out. This more symbolic interpretation 
goes well with the clarifying phrase the life span of one king. In this period 
of history, many kings did not make it to seventy years old. The number 
seventy, however, was sometimes used to express the ideal expected 

VERSES 13-14

13 Look at the land 
of the Chaldeans —a 
people who no longer 
exist. Assyria destined 
it for desert creatures. 
They set up their siege 
towers and stripped its 
palaces. They made it a 
ruin. 14 Wail, ships of 
Tarshish, because your 
fortress is destroyed! 

VERSES 15-16

15 On that day Tyre will 
be forgotten for seventy 
years — the life span 
of one king. At the end 
of seventy years, what 
the song says about the 
prostitute will happen to 
Tyre: 16 Pick up your lyre, 
stroll through the city, 
you forgotten prostitute. 
Play skillfully, sing 
many a song so that you 
will be remembered.
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lifespan of the time. Either way, the key idea here is that Tyre would receive 
full justice from the hand of God and punishment would be in accordance 
with her crimes. 

Isaiah’s reference to the song about the prostitute is also somewhat 
ambiguous for the modern reader. The song itself is in verse 16, and we 
can only speculate that it was fairly well-known among Isaiah’s audience. 
The song describes a prostitute who was well past her prime and forgotten. 
Her former clientele no longer desired her, so she picked up a lyre and tried 
to gain attention as a musician of sorts. The implication for Tyre was this: 
after she suffered God’s judgment, her former trading partners would no 
longer be interested in her. With the loss of her wealth, she would lose 
her power and influence. Like the forgotten prostitute of the song, Tyre 
would have to do what she could to get a small portion of the attention 
she once had.

Verses 17-18
In these verses we see that the Lord would restore Tyre after her time of 
punishment had been completed. Yet the result of this restoration is not 
what the reader would expect. The city would go back into business. The 
prostitute in the song of verse 16 would go back to what she did before—
prostituting herself. The city of Tyre would resume her business and 
trade—actions described as engaging in prostitution with all the kingdoms 
of the world throughout the earth. 

This does not mean God views all business as sinful. Fair and equitable 
business is affirmed in the Bible as a means for survival and for helping 
one another. The issue here in Isaiah 23:17 was the motivation of the 
inhabitants of Tyre. Their primary goal—and ultimately the reason for 
God’s judgment on them—was to become wealthy and independently 
powerful. They wanted control. They trusted in what their business could 
secure for them instead of acknowledging the God of the universe. This is a 
good reminder for us as modern believers: the Bible consistently condemns 
the human tendency to trust in wealth and the power it brings rather than 
trusting in God.

In an ironic twist, the wages that the citizens of Tyre earned would 
ultimately be dedicated to the Lord. The Phoenicians intended to provide a 
lavish level of living for themselves but would ultimately end up supporting 
those dedicated to the one truly trustworthy being: God Himself. Even as 
other cities had once supported Tyre as the center of trade, Tyre would 
support those who serve the Lord in Jerusalem. It is unclear whether this 
would come about through some spiritual renewal within Tyre, such as 
that experienced by the Assyrians in the Book of Jonah or if these financial 
events would reflect the hand of God redistributing the financial gain 
against the will of the Tyrians. Either way, the crucial point is that God is 
in control, and those who trust in God should not trust in wealth or power 
as a source of security. Such things are subsidiary to God and His power. He 
is the only one we should and can trust. 

VERSES 17-18

17 And at the end of the 
seventy years, the Lord 
will restore Tyre and 
she will go back into 
business, prostituting 
herself with all the 
kingdoms of the world 
throughout the earth. 
18 But her profits and 
wages will be dedicated 
to the Lord. They will 
not be stored or saved, 
for her profit will go 
to those who live in 
the Lord’s presence, 
to provide them with 
ample food and sacred 
clothing. 
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION
RESPOND: As the group arrives, direct 
them to create a name tag using their 
first name and one thing that causes 
them to question who is really in control. 
Encourage the group to greet others and 
give details about what they recorded on 
their name tags. After most have arrived, 
invite volunteers to share one thing that 
causes another person present to question 
who is really in control. Lead the group 
to categorize the items shared (examples: 
events in nature, life changes, political/
world events, acts of violence). 

TRANSITION: Highlight any responses 
given that point to political or world events. 
Summarize the information found in the 
first paragraph on page 37 of the Personal 
Study Guide. Challenge the group to look 
for ways God demonstrates His power 
even over the rise and fall of nations. Use 
Pack Item 3 (Poster: Themes of Isaiah) to 
emphasize that God is “the Sovereign Lord 
of History.”

EXPLORE THE TEXT
INTRODUCE: Call attention to the outline 
on page 9 of the PSG. You may also want 
to refer to Pack Item 2 (Outline of Isaiah). 
Highlight the third section of the outline to 
introduce today’s session. Use information 
from Understand the Context (pp. 44–45) 
to give more details. Explain that the study 
today will focus on one of these judgment 
pronouncements of Isaiah as an example.  

LOCATE: Direct attention to Pack Item 1  
(Map: Prophets of the Eighth Century). 
Highlight the city of Tyre.

READ: Read aloud Isaiah 23:8, as the 
group listens for clues about how Tyre 
viewed itself. 

PROPOSE: Direct the group to scan the 
comments on verse 8 in the PSG, looking 
for information about the city of Tyre. 
Invite the group to share what Isaiah’s 
description of Tyre reveals about how 
its citizens viewed themselves. Help the 
group understand the invincible attitude 
presented by Isaiah. 

ASK: What are the dangers of assuming 
you or your organization are invincible to 
any attacks or future changes? 

READ: Direct the group to read silently 
Isaiah 23:9-12 to discover the fate 
awaiting the citizens of Tyre. Encourage 
them to scan the PSG for additional 
insight.  

STUDY: Call attention to the title “Lord 
of Armies” in Isaiah 23:9. Point to the title 
“Lord of Armies” on Pack Item 5 (Poster: 
Names of God in Isaiah) which you have 
displayed in the room. Lead the group to 
complete the Bible Skill in the Personal 
Study Guide (p. 40). Assign volunteers the 
passages listed, allowing them to read the 
assigned passage to the rest of the group. 
Ask: What attributes of God are most 
seen in this title? Clarify as needed using 
information from this Leader Guide and 
your study. 

DISPLAY: Distribute copies of 
Pack Item 14  
(Handout: Names of God in Isaiah), 
encouraging the group to circle the title 
“Lord of Armies” and record insights 
gained about the title on their copy of 
the handout. 
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DISCUSS: On a board, write: God is just in 
all He does (the first summary statement 
under Apply the Text on p. 45). Ask: How 
does Isaiah’s pronouncement against Tyre 
reveal God’s justice? How is recognizing 
that God is just in all He does just as 
important as recognizing any of God’s 
other attributes?  

TRANSITION: Isaiah presents an example as 
evidence that God will act. 

READ: As you read Isaiah 23:13-14, 
direct the group to identify the evidence 
pointed to by Isaiah that God acts.  

CLARIFY: Use information from the 
commentary and the PSG (p. 42) to 
identify the Chaldeans. Emphasize how the 
Chaldeans may have been perceived in the 
same way as the citizens of Tyre. 

DISCUSS: On the same board where the 
previous summary statement was written, 
write: God actively directs the affairs of His 
creation. Lead the group to discuss other 
examples a person might give to support 
this statement (ex: Noah and the flood, the 
plagues in Egypt, crossing the Dead Sea, or 
the conquering of Jericho). Ask: How does 
God demonstrate His power through the 
affairs of nations? (PSG, p. 43) 

TRANSITION: Up until this point in the 
pronouncement, the tone has been one 
of judgment. However the tone of the 
pronouncement changes after verse 14. 

READ: Direct the group to read silently 
Isaiah 23:15-18, looking for how the 
pronouncement changed. 

FOCUS: Highlight the last two phrases in 
Isaiah 23:16 (“sing many a song so that 
you will be remembered”). Lead the group 
to focus on this phrase and the lengths 
a person or group will go for the hope of 
being remembered. Emphasize the human 
desire to be honored beyond one’s lifetime. 
Point out that the desire to be remembered 

seems to have been an important motivator 
for the citizens of Tyre. 

ASK: How do human desires get in the way 
of honoring God? Which desires are the 
greatest obstacles for people when it comes 
to honoring God? 

PROPOSE: On the board add: God’s plan 
includes all nations honoring Him. Guide 
the group to identify how the citizens 
of Tyre would one day honor God. Point 
to the comments under verse 18 in the 
Personal Study Guide on page 44 to clarify 
as needed.

ASK: What can one conclude about the 
nations’ relationship to God based upon 
Isaiah 23:15-18? (PSG, p. 44)   

SUMMARIZE AND 
CHALLENGE
REVIEW: Call attention to the session 
summary statement under the title for 
this session (PSG, p. 37): God controls the 
rise and fall of nations and powers. Lead the 
group to identify how the three summary 
statements written on the board relate to 
the summary statement for the session. 

RESPOND: Prior to the group time, select 
one or more of the question sets under 
Apply the Text (PSG, p. 45). Lead the 
group to respond to the selected questions. 
You may choose to lead them to respond 
silently, challenging them to revisit this 
section later in the day or week. 

PRAY: Conclude the group time with 
prayer, praising God as the One in control.  
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MUSIC

Lead the group to sing or listen to “May 
the People’s Praise You,” by Keith and 
Kristyn Getty. Use the song to discuss 
how salvation should give believers a 
desire to offer praise to God. Emphasize 
that praise is the normal response to 
recognizing God’s rule and glory.  

PRESENTATION

Pre-enlist a volunteer to create a presenta-
tion on the history of Tyre. Point them to 
the Personal Study Guide, Biblical Illustra-
tor articles, a Bible atlas, a Bible dictionary, 
and other study tools for assistance. (The 
person could present as someone living 
during Isaiah’s time.) Invite the volunteer 
to share the presentation and allow the 
group to ask about the information found. 
Use the presentation during the session to 
give the group context on Tyre.  

OBJECTS

Gather: objects that represent power such 
as car keys, money, designer bag

Call attention to the display of the items 
gathered that represent power in some 
way. Invite the group to identify how each 
item represents power. Lead the group to 
identify how the Chaldeans (v. 13) and 
Tyre represented power in Isaiah’s day. 
Foster a discussion about the nature of 
God’s power when compared to the power 
of a group or item. 

ILLUSTRATION

Gather colored pencils or pencils and paper.

Provide a piece of paper to each person 
in the group. Guide them to fold the 

paper into thirds, folding the piece of 
paper as if they were preparing it to be 
mailed. When examining Isaiah 23:8, 
direct the group to create an illustration 
on the top third of the paper that depicts 
Tyre as it was during the time of Isaiah’s 
pronouncement. When examining Isaiah 
23:9-12, lead the group to create in the 
middle third of the paper an illustration 
that depicted the promised judgment on 
Tyre. When examining Isaiah 23:15-18, 
instruct the group to create an illustration 
on the bottom third of the paper that 
depicts the future restoration of Tyre. 
Allow volunteers to share and explain 
their illustrations through the session. 

CREATIVE WRITING

Gather paper and pencils.

To summarize the Bible passage, provide 
paper and pencils to the group. Designate 
one team as the citizens of Tyre and the 
other as the people of Judah. Direct each 
team to write a journal entry on the 
provided paper as if they were present 
the day Isaiah made this pronouncement 
based on their assigned grouping. Call for 
volunteers to share their journal entries. 
Highlight entries that emphasize God 
controlling the rise and fall of nations 
and the three summary statements under 
Apply the Text (PSG, p. 45). 

NATURE

Direct attention to the Key Doctrine in 
the PSG (p. 43). Invite volunteers to share 
ways they see the truth of the doctrinal 
statement in nature. Point to the seasons 
of the year as one example of God reigning 
over His creation. 

OPTIONS
Consider these options to customize your group time. For additional questions, consult 

QuickSource. To use a current event to introduce or conclude the group time, go to Blog.LifeWay.

com/ExploreTheBible (click on Weekly Adult Extra under the Resources drop-down menu). 


