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ISAIAH 7:7-17 
7 This is what the Lord GOD says: It will not happen;  

 it will not occur. 8 The chief city of Aram is  Damascus, 
the chief of Damascus is Rezin (within sixty-five years 
Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people), 9 the chief city 
of Ephraim is  Samaria, and the chief of Samaria is the 

 son of Remaliah. If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
then  you will not stand at all. 10 Then the LORD spoke 
again to Ahaz: 11 “Ask for a sign from the LORD your God— 
it can be as deep as Sheol or as high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz 
replied, “I will not ask. I will not  test the LORD.” 13 Isaiah 
said, “Listen,  house of David! Is it not enough for you to 
try the patience of men? Will you also try the patience of my 
God? 14 Therefore, the Lord himself will give you  a sign: 
See, the  virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him 
Immanuel. 15 By the time he learns to reject what is bad  
and choose what is good, he will be eating curds and honey. 
16 For before the boy knows to reject what is bad and choose 
what is good, the land of the  two kings you dread will  
be abandoned. 17 The LORD will bring on you, your people, 
and your father’s house such a time as has never been since 

 Ephraim separated from Judah: He will bring the king  
of  Assyria.”

EXPLORING KEY WORDS

A  Damascus, a powerful city-state, wouldn’t be able to 
stand against God. God’s plans will come to fruition 
(Isa. 14:24; 46:10; Prov. 19:21). Damascus fell at the 
hands of the Assyrians in 732 BC.

B  In 734 BC, King Rezin of Damascus joined forces  
with King Pekah of Israel to invade Judah/Jerusalem, 
attempting to make Ahaz, the evil king of Judah, 
team up with them against Assyria. Ahaz instead 
reached out to King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria and 
paid tribute to him to overthrow Rezin and Pekah. 

C  The Northern Kingdom of Israel; Ahab’s wife Jezebel 
had him make Samaria the center for Baal worship. 
Many of God’s prophets were killed in Samaria, and it 
fell to the Assyrians in 722 BC.

D  Pekah, Remaliah’s son, assassinated King Pekahiah 
of Israel so he could reign (2 Kings 15:25). 

E  The leaders of the Northern Kingdom wouldn’t 
become part of the Davidic dynasty.

F  Ahaz refused to test God (Deut. 6:16). Yet, God allowed 
man to experience Him through testing (Gen. 22:1;  
Ex. 16:4; Deut. 8:2; Judg. 2:22; 2 Chron. 32:31).  

G  The Davidic dynasty includes Jesus (2 Sam. 7).

H  A sign of confirmation

I  A prophetic reference to the Davidic dynasty

J  Hoshea killed Pekah (2 Kings 15:30). The king of 
Assyria killed Rezin (2 Kings 16:9). 

K  Referring to when the ten tribes from the house of 
David revolted (1 Kings 12:16-20)

L  Assyria was known for evil and extreme cruelty.

God Promises 
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Notes

TALKING POINTS

1. GOD INTERVENES (Isa. 7:7-9)
• Isaiah confronted King Ahaz about his fear of an attack by Syria 

and Ephraim. 

• He declared that the two perceived threats would soon be conquered  
and scattered. 

• Isaiah urged Ahaz to trust God and His plans. 

2. GOD EXPECTS (Isa. 7:10-13)
• God offered Ahaz an opportunity to see a sign from God that He was 

powerful enough to protect His people. 

• Ahaz rejected the offer, demonstrating a lack of faith in God. 

• Isaiah responded by condemning Ahaz for his lack of faith. 

3. GOD ANNOUNCES (Isa. 7:14-15)
• Isaiah declared that God would provide a sign despite Ahaz’s unbelief:  

a virgin would give birth and name the child Immanuel. 

• The name of the child would be a reminder of God’s presence, bringing 
comfort to those who trusted in God and destruction to those who failed 
to trust God.  

4. GOD JUDGES (Isa. 7:16-17)
• Isaiah revealed to Ahaz that God would bring about a change in 

leadership because of the king’s failure to trust God. 

SUMMARY STATEMENTS
Since God is sovereign, His people can trust 
His promises.
• God’s plans are a source of hope for His people. 

• God expects His people to respond in faith.

• God is faithful to keep His promises, with the birth of Jesus Christ being 
the ultimate proof.

• God brings judgment on those who fail to trust Him.
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DISCUSSION PLAN

FOCUS ATTENTION
Consider traditional wedding vows. What promises 
are made or implied by saying, “I do?”

• To make a promise sets an expectation something will or will 
not be done.

• As humans, we make promises but sometimes fail to keep them.
• True to His character, God always keeps His promises.

EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
ISAIAH 7:7-9
Contextualize verses 7-9 by reading verses 1-6. Why 
do you suppose God sent a message to King Ahaz? 

• An alliance between Israel and Aram threatened King Ahaz’s reign. 
Both he and the people of Judah were terrified. 

• God’s promises and plans are a source of hope to His people.
How do these verses help put to rest threats or fear of 
our enemies? 

• The following verses illustrate how God intervenes against 
enemies of His people (Ex. 14:13-14; 23:22; Isa. 10:24-25).

• God fights for us.
How did God challenge King Ahaz in verse 9?  
How does this verse challenge us today?

• God issued His promise; the king must choose to believe.
• Ahaz is urged to stand in faith for both the immediate and future 

success of the nation. 
• When facing difficult situations, we, too, must choose to stand on 

God’s promises.

ISAIAH 7:10-13
How does God’s offer convey His promises are true?

• God offered Ahaz an opportunity to request proof that His promise 
would come true. 

• Throughout the Bible, signs are used to signify God’s presence, 
power, and purposes. 

• Confidence and trust in God are strengthened when evidence of 
His power is experienced.

How did Ahaz’s rejection of God’s offer show a lack  
of faith?

• Testing the Lord is forbidden in Deuteronomy 6:16. However, Ahaz’s 
response reflects false piety and a lack of confidence in God.

• Choosing to rely on our own thoughts, attitudes, and plans, 
instead of God’s promises makes us guilty of unbelief.

ISAIAH 7:14-15
Why was it important for God to give a sign despite 
Ahaz’s unbelief?

• God offered proof He keeps His word and had the power to defeat 
Judah’s enemies. 

• God isn’t limited by man’s lack of faith.
• Encourage the group to consider a current life circumstance that’s 

stretching their faith and how God gives assurance.
How does this prophecy affirm God fulfills His 
promises?

• Acknowledge the difficulty in interpreting these verses and  
how scholars and theologians differ in explaining its meaning. 
(1) Some theorize the prophecy has application during Isaiah’s 
lifetime. Isaiah 8:3-4 is referenced in support of this view.  
(2) Most believe it prophesies the birth of Jesus Christ, as 
quoted in Matthew 1:23. (3) Others believe its meaning has dual 
application for both theories 1 and 2 above.

• The name Immanuel, meaning “God is with us” (Matt. 1:23),  
gives assurance of God’s presence.

• Christ’s birth is the ultimate proof that God is faithful to keep 
His promises.

ISAIAH 7:16-17 
Remind participants of our study on God’s judgment 
in Session 1. What does God’s judgment teach us?

• Judah’s downfall and ultimate destruction was a result  
of disobedience.

• Judgment awaits those who choose not to believe God’s Word.

SUMMARIZE & CHALLENGE
In what ways can we actively demonstrate our faith 
in God’s promises?

• God expects His followers to respond in faith to His promises. 
• We have no need to fear our enemies. God intervenes for us, and 

His sovereign plans overrule those of humankind (Prov. 19:21).  
• Experiencing signs of God’s power and promises warrants 

a response.
• Believing on Jesus Christ is the primary display of faith.
• Personal Challenge: Evaluate your own faithfulness in keeping 

promises. Pray, thanking God for the promises kept and ask Him 
to reveal any promises you’ve not kept. Ask for God’s forgiveness 
and help to follow His example to keep your word.



E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  Q u ick S ou rc e

OBJECT LESSON

22

A SIGN OF THE TIMES

God promises. Yet, there are times when God’s promises can seem 
to be far-fetched. But, in the midst of desperate times, God is still 
sovereign, and He wants His people to know that they can trust His 
promises. The context of Isaiah 7:1–12:6 is the threat of war—the 
Syro-Ephraimic War from 735–733 BC. During this war, Syria and 
the Northern Kingdom/Ephraim would invade Judah/Jerusalem and 
threaten to replace King Ahaz. 

It’s during the war that Isaiah approached King Ahaz with 
an assurance of God’s promise of the continuation of the Davidic 
dynasty. The testimony God extended to Ahaz was for Ahaz to ask 
Him for a sign. God wanted Ahaz to know that He was more powerful 
than Ahaz’s enemies. Therefore, the mission of the sign was to 
provide Ahaz with faith, but Ahaz rejected God’s provision. Yet, God in 
His grace still provided Ahaz with a sign: a virgin would have a child 
and name Him Immanuel, “God with us.” God, through the words of 
Isaiah, was revealing Himself to the faithless Ahaz, by giving him a 
substantial message of His promise that a child was to be born to a 

A PROMISSORY NOTE  

Explain that a promissory note is a written promise between two 
parties, in which one party promises to pay the other a specified 
sum of money, over a specified period, by a specified date. Call for 
examples, and then comment that essentially, mortgage, car, and 
school loans are promissory notes. Additionally, promissory notes 
can be secured or unsecured. A secured note requires collateral, 
whereas an unsecured note does not. 

Similarly, God has given His written promises to all mankind 
through the Bible. In His sovereignty and wisdom, our heavenly Father 
knew we would need help, hope, strength, and encouragement to live 
the Christian life. Hence, He provided His written promises within 
a volume of sixty-six books, divinely inspired and recorded by men  
(2 Tim. 3:16). 

Hold up your Bible and ask the group to do the same. Ask: How 
do we know every promise written in the Bible is trustworthy? 
Because God cannot lie (Num. 23:19). God’s Word is eternal  
(Isa. 40:8). Because every promise of God is ultimately fulfilled 
through His Son, Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 1:20), who secured our salvation 
by giving His life on the cross in payment for our sins. Unlike a literal 

promissory note, God’s promises offer security, have no expiration 
date, and never fail (Josh. 23:14b).

Lead the group to reflect on specific situations in which they’ve 
personally experienced or witnessed fulfillment of God’s promises. 
Ask for a few volunteers to share. Say: Our experiences serve as 
evidence that God continues to keep His Word. 

Pray, giving thanks to God for keeping His promises. Ask Him to 
reveal anyone with whom you can share His promises to offer help, 
hope, and encouragement.   

young maiden which would continue the Davidic dynasty. The reason 
that this is important, is that it points to the virgin birth. A historical 
undertaking, in a sign, that points humanity to the wisdom that 
Jesus was born fully God and fully man. He was the true Messiah 
who had been prophesied about in the Old Testament. 

To further this point, the Gospel of Matthew is the one Gospel 
that, significantly, has been identified as drawing its resources from 
the Old Testament that the virgin birth is a reliable historical event. 
Thus, the Old Testament becomes the principal influence for the 
virgin birth. While there are several passages that can be examined, 
Psalm 2 is perhaps the one that specifically refers to “God’s Son.” 
It has been suggested, that the statement about divine Sonship as 
found in Psalm 2 refers to a literal divine birth in the same way that 
the surrounding nations had in regard to their kings as divine or in the 
sense of the begetting of an eschatological messiah.

DIG DEEPER 


