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ISAIAH 6:1-13 
1 In the year that  King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated 
on a  high and lofty throne, and the hem of his robe filled 
the  temple. 2  Seraphim were standing above him; they 
each had six wings: with two they  covered their faces, 
with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  
3 And one called to another:  Holy, holy, holy is the  

 LORD of Armies; his glory fills the whole earth.  
4 The foundations of the doorways shook at the sound of 
their voices, and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 Then  
I said:  Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of  
unclean lips and live among a people of unclean lips, and 
because my eyes have seen  the King, the LORD of Armies. 
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was 
a glowing coal that he had taken from the altar with tongs. 
7 He touched my mouth with it and said: Now that this 
has touched your lips, your  iniquity is removed and your 
sin is  atoned for. 8 Then I heard the  voice of the Lord 
asking: Who should I send? Who will go for us? I said: Here 
I am. Send me. 9 And he replied: Go!  Say to these people: 
Keep listening, but do not understand; keep looking, but 
do not perceive. 10 Make the minds of these people dull; 
deafen their ears and blind their eyes; otherwise they might 
see with their eyes and hear with their ears, understand 
with their minds, turn back, and be healed. 11 Then I said, 
“Until when, Lord?” And he replied: Until cities lie in ruins 
without inhabitants, houses are without people, the land is 
ruined and desolate, 12 and the LORD drives the people far 
away, leaving great emptiness in the land. 13 Though a tenth 
will remain in the land, it will be burned again. Like the 
terebinth or the oak that leaves a stump when felled, the 
holy seed is the stump.

EXPLORING KEY WORDS

A  Also known as Azariah. During Uzziah’s reign, Judah 
experienced great wealth. He defeated several 
Philistine garrisons and built or rebuilt many things. 
God struck Uzziah with leprosy for his pride and 
attempting to officiate at the altar (2 Kings 15:5;  
2 Chron. 26:19-21).  

B  “High and lifted up” (NKJV) on a seat of honor

C  A place of worship; during Old Testament times,  
God took up residence in the temple.

D  Literally “the burning ones,” Isaiah envisioned the 
seraphim as agents of God who prepared him to 
proclaim the Lord’s message to Judah. 

E  God’s holiness can’t be looked upon by His creation. 

F  Repetition of the word holy is significant, painting  
a majestic image of God’s complete holiness. 

G  “The Lord of Heaven’s Armies” (NLT). This military 
phrase signifies God is actively warring against sin.

H  As sinful humankind stands before Holy God, our sin 
becomes more evident (Gen. 3:7-8; Rom. 3:23). 

I  The King is God. Yet, it’s unthinkable to see God  
(Gen. 32:30; Ex. 19:21; 33:20; Judg. 13:22). 

J  “Your wickedness [your sin, your injustice, your 
wrongdoing]” (AMP); “guilt” (ESV, NLT).

K  God used a “burning coal” (ESV) to purge or bring 
atonement to Isaiah’s sin. 

L  God’s voice is prophetic, covenantal, and thunderous.

M  They had ears and eyes that didn’t seem to work—for 
they continuously disregarded God.

God Sends
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Notes

TALKING POINTS

1. GOD’S GLORY (Isa. 6:1-4)
• Isaiah described the scene of heaven revealed to him in a vision while  

in the temple. 

• God’s throne was encircled by angels declaring His holiness, a sound 
that shook the foundation of the temple.  

2. GOD’S FORGIVENESS (Isa. 6:5-7)
• At the sight of God’s throne, Isaiah became aware of his sin and 

unworthiness to be in God’s presence. 

• Isaiah professed his unworthiness, and God forgave Him based on  
that profession. 

3. GOD’S CALL (Isa. 6:8-10)
• God posed a question, asking who was willing to go on mission on 

God’s behalf. 

• Isaiah volunteered, and God revealed to the prophet that most people 
would not heed the message. 

4. GOD’S PERSISTENCE (Isa. 6:11-13)
• Isaiah asked God how long he was to deliver God’s message to people 

who were unwilling to repent. 

• God directed Isaiah to deliver the message until God’s judgment was 
complete. 

• God didn’t leave the prophet hopeless, pointing to a remnant who would 
return to God.  

SUMMARY STATEMENTS
God calls His people to recognize and declare His 
sovereign purposes. 
• God is holy and chooses to reveal His glory to people.  

• All humans are in need of God’s forgiveness for sin.

• God invites willing followers to deliver His message to others.

• God’s messengers are to be faithful throughout their lives regardless  
of the response. 
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DISCUSSION PLAN

FOCUS ATTENTION
Name organizations or causes for which you 
volunteer. Why do you offer to help?

• We tend to support organizations or causes of value and 
importance to us.

• God’s followers should willingly support and value fulfilling  
His purposes. 

• In today’s passage, Isaiah voluntarily offered himself to God’s 
service to carry out God’s mission.

EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
ISAIAH 6:1-4
How does Isaiah’s vision give us a sense of God’s 
greatness? His holiness? His power?

• Seated on the throne, the Lord is King over all the earth. 
• God’s presence dwells where His holiness and greatness 

are exalted.
• All creation exhibits God’s glory.
Describe an instance, situation, or circumstance in 
which God revealed His glory to you.

• Isaiah’s vision is descriptive. 
• God’s glory can be defined as the manifestation of God’s presence, 

worth, and significance. He can be found in creation, provision, 
protection, and peace in difficult situations.

• Revelation of God’s glory encourages His followers to worship, 
honor, and revere Him.

How does the heavenly beings’ worship inspire you to 
glorify God?

• Recognizing God’s greatness promotes a response.
• Authentic worship is God-centered and welcomes His presence. 

ISAIAH 6:5-7
What’s the significance of Isaiah’s vision shifting 
from God’s glory to realizing his own unworthiness?

• The more Isaiah recognized God’s glory, the more he recognized 
his own sinfulness.

• Scripture teaches that no one can see God and live (Ex. 33:20). 
Isaiah was humbled and awestruck that the Almighty chose to 
reveal His sovereignty and power to him.

• Experiencing God heightens our awareness of sin.
What’s the correlation between self-evaluation and 
forgiveness? Explain.

• Isaiah acknowledged his sin.
• God forgives those who confess their sin (1 John 1:8-9).
• We should frequently examine ourselves, confess sin, and seek 

God’s forgiveness.

How is the coal touching Isaiah’s mouth relevant for 
all humanity—past, present, and future? 

• Romans 3:23 teaches, “For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” We all need God’s forgiveness for our sin.

• Forgiveness of sin is available to all through Jesus Christ, who 
died for our sin (John 3:16).

• Only God can forgive sin; burning coal was used by priests on the 
Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:12) but had no cleansing or forgiving 
power in itself. 

ISAIAH 6:8-10
How do we hear God’s voice today?

• God speaks to us in many ways, including through the Bible, 
prayer, circumstances, and other people.

• Having a relationship with God is essential to hearing from Him 
(John 10:27).

What’s important about Isaiah’s willingness to accept 
God’s call?

• Isaiah accepted God’s call without knowing details of the 
assignment. Volunteering to go where God leads reflects 
surrender and trust.

• God invites His followers to join Him in fulfilling His sovereign 
purposes. 

• God wants His followers to respond willfully to His call.

ISAIAH 6:11-13
How should these verses encourage God’s 
messengers?

• God’s sovereign purposes will ultimately prevail.
• God’s messengers are to be faithful regardless of the response.
• Identify ways we can encourage spokespersons (e.g., pastors, 

Bible teachers, evangelists, missionaries) of the gospel to 
persevere and not give up.

What do these verses teach about God’s character?

• God persistently pursues His people.
• God is merciful, even when He judges.
• God rebuilds, restores, and redeems the fallen.

SUMMARIZE & CHALLENGE
How might you imitate Isaiah’s response to be God’s 
spokesperson, no matter the assignment? 

• God’s people are to respond to God’s call, whatever the task.
• Personal Challenge: Memorize Isaiah 6:8. Ask God to sharpen 

your sensitivity to hearing and heeding His voice.
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OBJECT LESSON
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A HEAVENLY VISION

God sends His people into the world to teach about His truth—
His kingdom. During the reign of King Uzziah, who lived seven 
centuries before Christ, the law that ruled the land had become 
hopelessly mixed up by common opinions. Idolatry was flourishing, 
and disrespect for the things of God became a common practice. 
There was little or no resistance to moral erosion within the land. 
Ultimately, God’s people had rejected Him. 

Thus, God provided Isaiah with a vision to inspire him. According 
to Gary Smith, “The central feature of this revelation was the 
appearance of God sitting as a king on a highly elevated ‘royal 
throne.’”1 God is seated above all things. He is the true King who is 
over all the kings of the world, for He is in absolute authority. The 
image Isaiah described produces a vivid picture of fright; an observer 
gets the notion that he has come before the majesty of the ultimate 
King—something that’s beyond the human sphere of experience. This 
becomes evident by what Isaiah discusses in his vision. 

Isaiah saw “seraphim” (Isa. 6:2) ministering to God. Each of these 

A SHEET OF MUSIC  

Display a sheet of music, and ask if anyone knows what the phrase 
“call and response” means. Explain that call and response is a 
musical technique. Believed to have originated in Sub-Saharan 
African cultures, its form works similar to a conversation: One 
phrase serves as the “call” to which another phrase “responds” or 
answers. Musically, this interaction occurs vocally, instrumentally, 
or both. While used in several genres of music including jazz and 
blues, call and response is notably used in gospel music. (Consider 
illustrating this by playing “Oh Happy Day,” by the Edwin Hawkins 
Singers, available online.) Vocally, call and response promotes 
collaboration, allowing participants to join and work together.

Read Isaiah 6:8. Highlight that this verse illustrates God’s call 
and Isaiah’s response. Lead the group to notice that God’s call had 
no prerequisites—no special abilities, skills, or talents required of 
those being asked to go. In conjunction, note Isaiah’s response was 
immediate, without question or hesitation. Simply stated, God asked, 
and Isaiah answered. 

Explain that God desires the same of His followers today. An 
assessment of our world—spiritually, mentally, and emotionally—

affirms the need to deliver and spread God’s message of love, 
salvation, and hope. Ask: Will you go? Say: God invites you and me 
to join with Him to advance His sovereign purposes. A willing heart 
is all that’s required. How will we respond? 

Guide the group to consider their everyday activities and identify 
ways in which they can spread God’s message (e.g., a spoken word, a 
note of encouragement, an act of kindness). 

Close in prayer, asking God to reveal daily calls to which you can 
respond, “Here I am. Send me!”

“burning ones” have six wings and continuously fly around the Lord 
stating: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies; his glory fills the 
whole earth” (v. 3). The message that the seraphim proclaim is that 
God is totally separate from the sin of the world. As Isaiah saw the 
Lord on His throne, in His glory, he became convicted of his sin. As 
a consequence, he cried out: “Woe is me, for I am undone!” (NKJV), 
“ruined” (NIV/NASB), “lost” (ESV). Then one of the seraphim went, 
took a coal from the altar, and touched Isaiah’s lips, symbolizing that 
Isaiah’s sin had been taken away (v. 7). Smith notes, “The atonement 
means that God’s wrath and the sin that motivated it were satisfied 
and taken away, making renewed fellowship possible.”2 

It’s at this juncture that the Lord asked who will go for Him to tell 
a sinful people of their wrongdoing. As the King, high and lifted up, 
God commissioned Isaiah to go and tell an insensitive people about 
the Holy One of Israel. This vision was to be a motivation for Isaiah to 
act. It was this vision that gave Isaiah the confidence he needed to 
know he was doing God’s will for God’s people.

1.  Gary V. Smith, Isaiah 1–39, The New American Commentary, 15A (Nashville: 
Broadman and Holman, 2007), 187. 

2.  Ibid., 193.
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