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Sermon Series: Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did
To be used with Session 6: Extending Grace
Sermon Title Possibilities: Connecting with Commission-Living
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection with Unit Theme
To complement the Bible study “Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did,” this sermon will encourage believers to avail themselves as conduits of God’s grace to others. “The popular view in our culture is that people get what they deserve. While some base that view on the false belief of karma—what goes around comes around—most people accept the idea because it seems fair. But God does not play fair. He offers us what we don’t deserve—and we call that grace. When we receive the grace-filled gift of God’s love and salvation, we should in turn show others the grace of God”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Lifeway Christian Resources] 

Introduction
In this series, we’ve tried to encourage followers of Christ to Connect with Others Like Jesus Did. We’re encouraged to always Connect with Concern, Connect with Consideration, Connect with Compassion, and Connect with Clarity. Today, the text challenges us to be Connect with Commission-Living. As we look at the nineteenth chapter of Luke through the lens of our King, we see the regeneration of the King (vv.1-10), the expectation of the King (vv.11-27), the celebration of the King (vv.28-40), and the visitation of the King (vv.41-48). In our text, the recipient of grace is a man named Zacchaeus, he was a chief tax-collector. Zacchaeus heard about Jesus, hustled to see Jesus, and then heeded the words of Jesus. In this message—given to edify and equip saints—we will direct our attention to the model of Jesus Christ. In watching His model, we will be encouraged to Mimic the Presence of Jesus, Mimic the Perception of Jesus, and Mimic the Purpose of Jesus.
Mimic the Presence of Jesus (Luke 19:1-4)
As we consider the first portion of this passage, please remember that Jesus was and is all-knowing. Just as He knew that the woman at the well would be in Sychar needing salvation (John 4:4-42), he knew that Zacchaeus would be in Jericho needing salvation too. Jesus models for what it looks like to live on mission. We must discontinue to restrict ourselves to Christian contexts and purposely go where lost people hang out. We must be present in order to be productive in evangelism. Christ declares that He has come to give persons abundant life (John 10:10). We can take part in Christ’s bestowal of abundant life on others by intentionally being present.
Mimic the Perception of Jesus (Luke 19:5-8)
When Jesus came to the place where Zacchaeus was, He looked up and called him by name. What a marvelous picture of Christ’s perception. The crowd saw a dishonest tax collector; Jesus saw a man whose heart was being drawn by the Father. Others focused on Zacchaeus’s past failures, but Jesus focused on the transformation grace could produce in his future. Jesus was able to see beyond reputation and recognize spiritual hunger. If we are going to connect with others like Jesus did, we must ask God to help us look beyond appearances, social status, political affiliations, and personal histories (2 Cor. 5:16-17). We must learn to see people not as interruptions to our schedules but as opportunities for ministry. When we begin to see people through the lens of God’s grace, we will recognize that behind many hard hearts are hurting souls, and behind many outward successes are inward needs that only Christ can satisfy. 
Mimic the Purpose of Jesus (Luke 19:9-10)
Notice that, while the people saw Zacchaeus as a sinner, Christ saw him as a soul. While the people saw him as reputable, Jesus saw him as redeemable. They thought about his low-living as a tax-collector, Jesus thought about his value as a human being. Jesus saw him seeking and saw that he needed saving. May the Lord help us see the eternal worth in people—all humans are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27). May the Lord help us see that lost people need a Savior—because they have already been sentenced (John 3:16-17). Jesus said that the purpose He came to the earth was to “seek and to save the lost” (v.10). That’s what we should be about – seeking and reaching the lost. We can live out Christ’s purpose because we have been empowered and endowed, as well as we are expected, to be Christ’s witnesses in the world (Acts 1:8).
Conclusion
Baptist Press ran an article in 2003, where Rick Warren shares how when his father was dying, he tried to get up out of the hospital bed, and when his daughter-in-law asked him what he was doing. He said, “I got to get one more for Jesus.” As the story goes—they calmed him down briefly, and before he took his dying breath, he looked at his son—Rick Warren—and said, “save one more for Jesus.”[footnoteRef:2] The challenge for us today is to mimic Jesus’s presence, perception, and purpose. By doing so, we can save one more for Jesus. [2:  https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/rick-warren-challenges-christians-to-reach-one-more-for-jesus/. 
https://www.christianpost.com/news/pastor-rick-warren-shares-story-of-fathers-final-dying-words-reach-one-more-for-jesus.html] 
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