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EXTRA Sermon // Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did

EXTRA supports the group plans in the Bible Studies for Life leader guides. 

Date: June 21, 2026
Session Title: Showing Love
The Point: We are called to love God and love others. 
Podcast—Bible Studies for Life: Adults
_____________________________________________________________________________
Theme Based Sermon
The Call To Love
To be used with Session: 3 – Showing Love
Scripture: Romans 13:8-10
Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Showing Love,” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that we are called to love God and love others.
Introduction: I heard a pastor say one time, “I would love my job f I didn’t have to work with people!” Maybe you’ve heard that remark from people in other professions. It’s true that people can be . . . well, people. In 1995 I was a fresh graduate of Southern Seminary and ready to save the world. I had so much theological knowledge and training in my head that I would walk slowly, in fear that a sudden step would make some of it fall out. And when I received my first pastorate, I was ready to unload on that congregation as much information and strategies as possible. Together we were going to make a difference in our community with the gospel. Unfortunately, the only real difference was this congregation had a new preacher. It took me years to finally grasp the importance of loving people and letting them know it. Showing people you love them can be powerful.
God wants every believer to love Him and love others. It’s a simple truth but we sometimes struggle with what loving God and others should look like in our lives. Paul describes it well in Romans 13. There he tells us that loving God and others is a debt we owe, a command we obey, and a grace we extend.
1. Loving others is a debt we owe.
v. 8 “Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another.”

a. Loving others is an obligation.
Paul had previously encouraged the Roman churches to “pay your obligations” (v. 7) and he used the idea of obligation to open the door for teaching about love. Stating that loving others is an obligation might sound counter-intuitive, but we can overcome that response by defining love as more than an emotion. Paul uses a form of the Greek word “agape” for love which defines love as a self-sacrificing type of love. When we pair this meaning with the truth that God loved us in this way, we begin to see our responsibility to love others in this same way. Stated another way, it would be hypocritical to receive God’s love yet refuse to extend it to others. I John 4:8 says, “The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”

b. Loving others is a privilege.
Loving others is an obligation, but it need not be a burden. In fact, it can be understood as a privilege. One of the ways we can see it as a privilege is to frame loving others as a choice we make. When we choose to love others, it’s a choice to follow in the footsteps of our Lord. It’s a choice to work in agreement with His will for us. It’s a choice to be who Jesus tells us we are. In John 13:35, Jesus told His disciples, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” I haven’t mastered making this choice daily, but I have been more intentional about loving others and have experienced perhaps a greater blessing than the ones I chose to love. When that happens, loving others becomes a privilege.

c. Loving others is a necessary step for spiritual growth.
In v. 8 Paul wrote, “the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” Some theologians point out that Paul didn’t use the classic formula “love one another” but simply used the word “another”. They conclude this widens the scope of our obligation to love to include anyone we meet. This is where the spiritual growth angle is applied. Generally speaking, it’s easy to love people like us, which includes fellow believers. It’s more difficult to love those who are enslaved to sin, who make ungodly life choices, and reject the gospel. When we choose to love those far from God, it signals a level of spiritual maturity, a level Jesus wants us all to experience. Conversely, it would be hard to classify the believer who doesn’t love the lost as “mature.”

2. Loving others is a command we obey.
v. 9 “the commandments . . . are summed up by this commandment.”

a. Loving others replaces the Mosaic commandments.
Paul made an important statement about the section of the Ten Commandments that deal with our relationship with others. He declared they are “summed up by this commandment: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” Let’s make sure we understand his point. Paul rightly understood that the one who chooses to love his neighbor will also make the choice not to commit adultery, murder, steal, or covet. In this way, obedience to the command, “Love you neighbor as yourself” will result in obedience to the other commands. The value of this view is that it simplifies the task of obedience.

b. Loving others agrees with all other commandments.
The Ten Commandments aren’t the only commandments in God’s word. The New Testament is filled with commandments that apply to believers. Paul didn’t intend for us to use v. 9 as justification to ignore these other commands. If so, then there would be no need for Paul to even continue this part of the letter, for in v. 13 Paul commands “Let us walk with decency, as in the daytime: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy.” Loving others complements the other commands stated in God’s word.

c. Loving others is the logical result of receiving God’s love.
Generally speaking, in any given situation, obedience is the logical response to a command or law. If the law says the speed limit is 55 mph, obedience to that law is logical in the sense that this law has the right purpose and is aimed for the general good. Obviously, there are exceptions with regard to human law, but there aren’t any exceptions with regard to God’s love. The person that has received God’s love and in turn loves God supremely will logically see the value of extending God’s love to others. Anything less than that indicates a flawed understanding.

3. Loving others is a grace we extend.
v. 10 “Love does no wrong.”

	a.  Loving others through grace avoids wrong.
Paul wisely shows us that loving our neighbor isn’t simply a feeling. Verse 10 shows love in action. The wording “no wrong” suggests a continual consideration for the neighbor. Inevitably, this will require the believer to extend grace. If grace is understood as giving something good to someone who doesn’t deserve it, then loving our neighbor as we love ourselves is going to need a healthy dose of grace. This is especially so if the neighbor lives a life that is far from God. Their sinful behavior may cause us to become indifferent to them or perhaps even avoid contact with them. That is a “wrong” neither they nor us can afford.

b.  Loving others through grace reminds us of God’s love for us.
Paul gave the Corinthian church a valuable reminder that applies here. In I Corinthians 6:9-11 he wrote, “Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived: No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or males who have sex with males, no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom. And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” Loving others with grace should remind us that we were once in the same situation as this lost neighbor before us. Yet God loved us and offered us salvation through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. This alone should motivate us to love others.

c.  Loving others through grace fulfills the law.
Paul stated this most clearly in Galatians 5:14 “For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement: Love your neighbor as yourself.” In v. 10 Paul used a word for fulfillment that means “completion”. This helps us understand Paul’s point: the purpose behind the section of the Ten Commandments that deal with relating to others was not to simply modify our behavior. The purpose was for us to become God’s people, a people made complete by the presence of God in us to the extent that we love one another because of who we’ve become and not because of a command. To say it simply, choosing to love others because God love us completes the process that the law began and was unable to finish. The power to become complete in this way is the power of the Holy Spirit who resides in every believer. In this way, loving others fulfills the law.

Conclusion: God showed us how much He loves us; He sent His Son to die on the cross for us. Such sacrifice demands a response and when we receive His love through faith in the Son, it saves us and motivates us to love Him. And one of the ways we demonstrate our love for Him is by loving others.

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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