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Sermon Series: Essentials for Christian Living

To be used with Session 7: A Love for Others

Sermon Title Possibilities: Love: Looking, Outward, Very, Easy 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Connect To Unit Theme: This sermon outline complements the Bible study “Essentials for Christian Living.” Paul’s desire is for the church to know that love for our brothers and sisters in Christ goes hand in hand with how we see, value, and operate in the gifts that we possess. This love lifts others and their gifts up.

Paul helps us see that love is not only essential as we live for Christ, but that it is the very reason we are living for Christ. John helps us here when he writes, “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life”” (John 3:16). Love is who God is and what God does. God’s love is put on public display as Christ hangs on the cross. Paul wants the church of Corinth to be motivated by love.

Introduction: John Piper helps us find joy in our love for God and people when he writes, “Paul showed me that genuine, Spirit-awakened joy in God does not hinder love for people but in fact overflows with love for people. It has a built-in impulse to expand. Joy in God grows as it is extended into the lives of other people so they can share in it.”

First Corinthians 13 is considered the “love chapter” in the Bible. Unfortunately, everyone uses the word love, but Paul helps us go deeper into what love is and what love does. He does this by instructing the church of Corinth to understand the essential nature of love.

A Love That Supersedes the World’s Love (vs. 1-3) 
The way Paul begins this chapter helps us see the unified nature of our gifts and how they go hand in hand with the love we must possess. He uses key phrases such as tongues of men and of angels, prophetic power, understanding all mysteries, having all faith, and even giving his body to be burned. None of these things compare to the love we are called to possess.

Gardner’s helps us see this love when he writes, “Paul insists on the necessity of love, for it is love that authenticates spiritual people as truly the Lord’s. They are “nothing” without it, even if they possess grace gifts. The point is simple: the speaker makes a noise. If, in the church’s life, the gift of tongues is employed and yet the person speaking “does not have love,” that person has become nothing more than noise.”
 

The Corinthians are elevating grace gifts above all things, and Paul is here to remind them that they can possess these gifts yet still lack love. God is the giver of these grace gifts; He gives them because He loves us. God is motivated by love, and so we too must be motivated by love. Love is the principal thing - we must have love.

A Love That Is Motivated by Christ’s Love (vs. 4-7) 
Paul then shows us what love is. As we read what love is in verses 4–7, it becomes clear that no human perfectly meets these standards. In giving this description of love, he is pointing us to the One who is love - God Himself.

God is love. All these statements about what love is reflect the nature of our gracious and loving God. Paul writes, “Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, is not rude, is not self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things”.” (vs. 4-7). This points to God. The only way that we can possess these characteristics is by looking to and abiding in His love. As we do, we find ourselves loving like Him. John clearly articulates this when he writes, “We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and yet hates his brother or sister, he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother or sister whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And we have this command from him: The one who loves God must also love his brother and sister” (1 John 4:19–21).

Love is at the core of who we are as Christians. It is not the root of our salvation, but it is the fruit of our salvation. Paul is calling the church to think like this and to love like this. The action in these verbs is a continuing action. This ongoing nature marks those who love Christ. They continue to possess this kind of love.

A Love That Is an Eternal Nature of His Love (vs. 8-13) 
Paul encourages the church by reminding them that love never ceases. There is much debate centered around the meaning of prophecies, tongues, and knowledge ceasing. When will this happen? Paul does not answer this, but what he does assure us as believers is that love will never cease.
Johnson writes, “Love never fails introduces the section and establishes the main theme of love’s permanence. Fails means ‘to become invalid, come to an end, fail.’ On the other hand, prophecies, tongues, knowledge will all pass away because their imperfectness (incompleteness, in part) will be replaced with perfectness (completeness).”
 

Who or what is the “perfect”? Again, this is debated. There is much we do not fully understand; we see through a glass dimly (vs. 12). Fortunately, one day we will see the One who is love face to face. All things will be fully revealed to us.

As we wait, we must wait with faith, continue to hold on to hope, and abide in His love (vs. 13). Faith, hope, and love are vital for the Christian life. Paul is teaching that love is the quintessential characteristic that encourages and sustains the Christian in this life and in the life to come.

Conclusion:

James Rowe writes what is on the heart of Paul when he wrote the well-known hymn, Love Lifted Me,

 “I was sinking deep in sin,
Far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stained within,
Sinking to rise no more;
But the Master of the sea
Heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me–
Now safe am I.

Refrain:
Love lifted me,
Love lifted me,
When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me;
Love lifted me,
Love lifted me,
When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me.”

God, who is love, lifted us out of the cesspool of sin and rescued us. We, as God’s people, must remember this good work that God has established in us through the finished work of Christ on the cross. This is what causes God’s people to be patient and kind, to not envy or boast, not be arrogant or rude, not be selfish or resentful, but to rejoice in the truth. It causes us to bear all things, believe all things, hope all things, and endure all things. Because love never ends! We serve a God who has said He will never leave us nor forsake us.
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