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Sermon Series: Essentials for Christian Living

To be used with Session 6: A Way to Serve

Sermon Title Possibilities: Gifts For Glory

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-24

Connect To Unit Theme: This sermon outline complements the Bible study “Essentials for Christian Living.” It is essential that each individual member of the body of Christ understand that they are under the design and authority of Christ in order to fully function in the gifts that God has given. We must come under His lordship over all areas of our lives, including the gifts that He has given us.

The Corinthian believers find themselves showing partiality with the gifts that God has given to each individual member of the body. We too must fight this temptation, and it happens as we look to Him.

Introduction: The human body is fascinating when one studies it. God designed each part to have a very important role as the body functions. For example, if we burn ourselves, different members of our body alert us to the pain. Sandeep Dhanyamraju speaks to this when he writes, “Pain perception begins with nociceptors, specialized nerve endings located throughout the body, including the skin, muscles, joints, and internal organs. These receptors are sensitive to various harmful stimuli, such as extreme temperatures, mechanical damage, and chemical changes due to inflammation.”
 

This shows us the omnipotence and omniscience of our God in creating man. Our individual bodies are created to function with different parts. This is the truth that Paul is trying to remind the followers of Christ in Corinth. He is calling them to look to the omnipotent and omniscient God who created man for His purposes. By looking to Him, they can function as the body of Christ. 
A Unified Body Gives Glory to God (vs. 12-13) 
Paul addressed sin within the body of Christ that caused other believers to think that their gifts are better than others. He uses the body metaphor so that they may understand one primary point: there is one body with many parts.

We, although many, are part of the body of Christ. It is imperative that we understand that we are His body. This shows that we belong to Him. We have been transformed.

Paul says in verses 1 and 2, “Now concerning spiritual gifts: brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be unaware. You know that when you were pagans, you used to be enticed and led astray by mute idols.” Paul helped them understand that, as followers of Christ, they no longer think as pagans. They must think as those led by the Holy Spirit (vs. 3, 13). Because Christ has made us one body through the Spirit, we should have humble hearts.

Paul continued to remind them that their lives are the result of God taking the initiative in their salvation, sanctification, and ultimately their glorification. He has been teaching this throughout the book. To glorify the God who has made us one is the crux of Paul’s instruction here.

An Orderly Body Gives Glory to God (vs. 14-18) 
Christ has made us one body with many gifts, but we must not glorify the gifts over the Giver of the gifts. To glorify the gifts over the Giver reveals an ungrateful heart. They were glorifying the gifts because they made distinctions - making the foot more important than the hand or the hand more important than the foot.

To judge in this way is to make oneself the creator of the body. It also makes one a judge of God’s creation. This should not be so with the body of Christ. God created the entire body with its different members; we cannot make ourselves God.

Paul says, “But as it is, God has arranged each one of the parts in the body just as he wanted” (vs. 18). We do not have a say here. It is God’s choice, not man’s choice. When the body of Christ comes under God’s design, we see a gifted body giving glory to God.

A Uniquely Gifted Body Gives Glory to God (vs. 19-24) 
Paul is arguing that all the gifts are equal, and if you exclude one, you exclude all. Each gift has a unique function, and when they function together, the body operates the way God designed it to. This is the reason there is so much dysfunction in the church—because people are making themselves god by showing partiality with the gifts.

Garner writes, “Paul’s concern in the midst of his desire for understanding diversity is for the body. The body itself, as God has designed it, would not be a body if all were an eye or ear or whatever. In terms of the gifts, the body would not truly be the body that God has designed and brought into being if a member finds that membership is narrowed down to those possessing only one or two gifts.”
  

Our focus must be centered on the Giver of the gifts. As our gaze is fixed on Him, we will grow in love and care for one another (vs. 25). We then understand that when one member of the body suffers, we all suffer (vs. 26). Alan Johnson gives a helpful illustration when he writes, “Recently I suffered a gouge in the knuckle of my pinkie finger on the right hand. It seemed as if everything I tried to do after involved my hitting this sore knuckle, which sent pain through my whole body. When it finally healed, I was very happy. I had not realized how important that little finger was until it was hurt. Likewise, to give honor to, say, the legs of a runner or the hands of a surgeon brings praise to the whole person.”
 

We all must know that we have a unique gift with a specific function for one purpose: to glorify God.
Conclusion:

A Casting Crowns song reveals the truth of what Paul is conveying in this text: 

“But if we are the body
Why aren't His arms reaching?
Why aren't His hands healing?
Why aren't His words teaching? And if we are the body
Why aren't His feet going?
Why is His love not showing them there is a way?
There is a way Jesus paid much too high a price
For us to pick and choose who should come
And we are the body of Christ. If we are the body
Why aren't His arms reaching?
Why aren't His hands healing?
Why aren't His words teaching?”

Our hands should be reaching. Why? Because He reached down when we were pagans and pulled us out of the pit of sin. We are a unified body that gives witness to a lost and dying world that Jesus is the way.

All ground is level at the cross. No one is greater than the other. The only One who is great is our great God - the One who makes us one and gives us many gifts. Not so that those in the world can look at man, but that they may look to the Giver of the gifts and glorify Him.
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