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Sermon Series: Essentials for Christian Living

To be used with Session 4:  A Humble Attitude

Sermon Title Possibilities: Remember Who Brought You Here 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:18 – 4:7

Connect To Unit Theme: This sermon outline complements the Bible study “Essentials for Christian Living.” Judgment in the house of God happens because pride is present. The Corinthian believers are casting judgment on each other because they have forgotten where they came from. They have taken their eyes off the One who opened their blind eyes. They too have become blind to the sin that is present in their lives.

It is essential for them to remove the pride in their lives and stop bringing judgment against their brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus’ words are a reminder for the Corinthians when He says, “Why do you look at the splinter in your brother’s eye but don’t notice the beam of wood in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the splinter out of your eye,’ and look, there’s a beam of wood in your own eye? Hypocrite! First take the beam of wood out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to take the splinter out of your brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:3–5). The Corinthian believers are acting as hypocrites. They must weed out the pride in their lives and abide in Christ.
Introduction: There is a famous saying which goes like this: “How did the turtle get on the fence post? Because someone put it there!” Paul reminded the Corinthian believers not to think more highly of themselves than they ought to think. It is unfortunate that selfish ambition has crept into the church, causing boastful pride to run rampant among the believers. He is calling them to remember who began the good work in their lives. It is imperative that they stop looking to self and look to the Savior.

Living a Boastful Life for Christ (vv. 18–23) 
James’s words to the wise help us see God’s heart toward those who think they are wise. James says, “But he gives greater grace. Therefore he says: God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). God’s grace extends to those who are humble, but He opposes the proud in heart—the one who thinks he is wise.
It is as if James and Paul were speaking to each other as they wrote their letters. Paul warned the church not to be deceived into thinking one is wise in and of themselves (v. 18). He does this because God’s people had conceit in their hearts. They thought more highly of themselves than they ought to think.

Garner helps us see the difference in the use of wisdom when he says, “The two wisdoms are polar opposites. Each thinks of the other as ‘foolishness.’ Each turns the other upside down, as Paul makes clear in what follows. To be wise in God’s way of seeing things means becoming a fool in this age.”
 We are to walk in God’s wisdom, which is selfless, but to walk in man’s wisdom is to be selfish. The wisdom of this world is at odds with the character of God. God’s very nature is selfless. He is wisdom, and for us to be wise we must have His mind and heart. God gives wisdom as He desires. We know it is not given to those who are boastful in themselves, but to those who are living a life that boasts in Christ.

Living a Life to an Audience of One, Christ (vs. 1-5) 
Michael English’s song helps us see what is at the heart of Paul here. He writes, “Seeing faded walls of pride and fear. Rooms I've filled with faithless tears and corners where I've stood in compromise. Oh, but you'd see the work His grace has done. You’d know just how far I've come. The only thing that's good in me is Jesus. The only thing that's good in me is Jesus”
 Paul’s heart is for the people not to see him, but to see the God that he serves. He wants the church to know that they are to be found trustworthy servants of the gospel of Christ. Paul encountered judgment from those in the body of Christ, but he wanted them to know that his life is lived for the true Judge, God. It is the Lord who will judge all things. All those who are claiming to be judges will one day be judged by Him.
The people of God are acting as if the true Judge is not omniscient. God knows all things, and He will judge all things. God’s people must live this life to an audience of One - Christ. We must remain faithful even when those around us are unfaithful.

Living a Humble Life for Christ (vs. 6-7) 
Paul shows that it is imperative to abide in Christ. As he abides in Christ, it sets the course for those who are looking to the example that he has set. He applies this to both him and Apollos. Why? He does it for the benefit of the church. Abiding in Christ is not only for our benefit, but it is also for the benefit of those around us. We are “little Christs.” As Paul looks to Christ, so will others look to us. He speaks to setting the example for others to follow later in the book. He says, “Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). This is a strong statement to live up to. Can you say to those around you, “Imitate me as I imitate Christ”?
Paul was not being arrogant here, nor was he calling others to follow his teaching. Rather, he called them to look away from him and to Christ. As others are puffed up (vs. 6) and full of themselves, he knows their example is selfish. Instead, he calls them to humble themselves by looking to Christ.

Paul remembered all the blessings that are found in Christ (vs. 7). The people have forgotten the source of their blessings. They must humble themselves and look to the One who is the source of every blessing.

Conclusion: 
Paul called the people back to an attitude of gratitude for what has been given to them. This attitude of gratitude produces humility. A humble life is the recipe for abiding in Christ. As one abides in Christ, people will see a life that is lived for Christ and His glory.

God, who is the ultimate Judge, should be the only One we live for. Paul says, “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen” (Rom.11:36). We do it for Him and not for man!
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