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Sermon Series: Essentials for Christian Living

To be used with Session 3: A Servants Heart

Sermon Title Possibilities: Who’s The Master? 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:5-15

Connect To Unit Theme: This sermon outline complements the Bible study “Essentials for Christian Living.” Paul wanted to remind the church of their posture as they live for Christ. He pointed them to the grace of God revealed in Christ Jesus - the One who laid the foundation through His death on the cross, the One who opened the eyes of the unbeliever to the truth of who He is and what He has done. He reminded them of what is essential as they work for the Lord.

Introduction: We live in a fast-paced society. Everyone wants everything right now. This is why we have fast food restaurants. The motto for Burger King is, “Have It Your Way.” Unfortunately, many Christians carry the same motto. Their lives are not lived for the King of Kings. “Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Paul tried to remind the church that Christ is the One who laid the foundation. We are not to work for ourselves, nor for any man, but we are to work for the Lord. Why? Because He is the only way!
A Selfless Life Lived for Christ (vs. 5-8) 
Paul begins here by asking rhetorical questions: “What then is Apollos? What is Paul?” He answered these questions by stating that they were servants of the Lord. These men were just that - men who were servants of the Lord. They were not to be worshiped or praised but were to live not for themselves but for the One whom they served. A. T. Robertson said, “Not leaders of parties or sects, but merely servants through whom ye believed. The etymology of the word Thayer gives as ‘raising dust by hastening.’”
 Paul went on to show his and Apollos’s role was to serve the church, but they always pointed to the One to whom all credit is due - God. God is the One who gives the growth. Paul served the Lord not out of selfish ambition, but out of humility. He is calling the people to humility. With all the selfishness that has risen in the church because of sin, he points them away from himself and his work by exalting God.
In verse 7, he teaches what I call “worm theology.” He says, “So, then, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth” God, and God alone, is to be labored for and to be praised. It is He who will judge all our labor (vs. 8).
A Life Built on a Firm Foundation (vs. 9-11) 
We are all servants of the Master, laboring out of delight in what He has done for us, not out of duty. It is out of delight because it is all because of the grace of God (v. 10) that has been given to us.
Paul speaks of himself as a skilled master builder. He did not say this for others to look to him, but to show the seriousness of the task of working for the Lord. The grace of God given to him compelled him to work hard and diligently for the Lord. It is vitally important, from Paul’s perspective, how he lays the foundation because others will build upon it.

We all, as God’s people, must continue to build, but we must do so with a sense of gratitude and care, looking to Christ who is the chief cornerstone. He is the One who holds all things together.
A Life Built on an Eternal Foundation (vs.12-15)
C. T. Studd said, “Only one life, ’twill soon be past; only what is done for Christ will last.”
 These words echo what Paul is instructing the Corinthians. The work that will last is the work of the Lord. God’s people will be rewarded for their labor. This is an encouraging word because it shows that we do not labor in vain. We do not work for our salvation, but we work from our salvation. Christ’s work works!
The One who began the good work in us will bring it to completion (Phil. 1:6). Christ has laid the foundation by giving us salvation, and we build on the foundation He has laid. Paul, in verse 14, speaks of works that survive; they only survive because they are built on the foundation of Christ. All works that are not built on Christ will be burned up (v. 15). God will judge our work, and all work done in vain will be burned up.

This should cause God’s people to live with a sense of urgency in the moment, knowing that all things will be subjected to Christ. The foundation that is built with gold, silver, and precious stones will stand tall in the judgment of God. All things built with wood, hay, and straw will be burned up. Therefore, God’s people must labor, looking to the One who has been lifted up.

Conclusion:
Paul’s motivation was to remind the people that Christ is the master builder who will build His church. Each one of us is to labor for Him, not looking for anything in return. It is only because of His grace that we labor. It is He who began the good work in us, and He will complete it. We all must work knowing that we will be judged by our labor for Him. This should cause us to live our lives with purpose and on purpose. We labor with joy in our hearts because we are working from our salvation and for His glory.
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