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Sermon Series: Essentials for Christian Living

To be used with Session 2: Wisdom from God

Sermon Title Possibilities: God’s Wisdom vs. Man’s Wisdom

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:20-25; 2:9-16

Connect To Unit Theme: This sermon outline complements the Bible study “Essentials for Christian Living.” Paul reminded the Corinthian believers of the source of their wisdom and how this wisdom should be lived out. The wisdom that we possess as Christians should shape everything in our lives. Yes, it shapes how we think, talk, and walk. To possess this wisdom is to possess what is essential to the Christian life. The danger is looking somewhere else for the wisdom that is found only in Jesus.

Introduction: My momma makes the best cornbread on the planet! No one else’s cornbread compares to hers. I have tasted a lot of different people’s recipes, and nothing compares to it. I know my momma’s cornbread. I know how it looks, smells, and tastes. I walk into a room, smell the cornbread cooking, and know that it is not my momma’s cornbread. You cannot trick me into thinking that your momma’s cornbread is better than my momma’s cornbread. I know how to make her cornbread because she has shared her wisdom (recipe) on how to make it. There have been many people who have tried to give me wisdom (recipes), and they just do not work. The Apostle Paul is tried to remind the Corinthian believers that God’s wisdom is greater than man’s wisdom. Although it may seem as if we possess true wisdom (recipes) in this life, it is imperative that the people of God are not deceived. The crucified Christ is the only way.

Godly Wisdom Concealed (vs. 20-25)
The Apostle Paul helps us see why this godly wisdom is concealed from unbelievers. The context helps shed light on this truth. In verse 18 Paul says, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is the power of God to us who are being saved.” It is at the cross where we see wisdom being put on display. Christ, who is the wisdom of God (vs. 24), dies in our place as Christians. The cross is foolishness to those in the world who are perishing. It is foolish because God makes man’s wisdom foolishness because of the cross. They have been blinded, not by God, but by Satan. Paul says, “In their case, the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God”” (2 Cor. 4:4). The scribe was one who should possess this wisdom; the debater also should possess this wisdom. Unfortunately, they do not! Why? This wisdom is found only in Christ Jesus and the work he accomplishes on the cross. The Jews sought signs, but they totally miss the sign hanging up - the crucified Savior. He is the King of the Jews. The Greeks sought wisdom, but they were not willing to look to Christ, who is wisdom. Paul showed that the preached message of a crucified Christ is a stumbling block and folly to Jew and Gentile. True wisdom is not head knowledge, but it is holding fast to Jesus, who is hung on that tree. It is not found in what one has, but in who has you!

Godly Wisdom Revealed (vs. 9-11) 
Paul began these verses with the love of God. He pointed the Corinthians away from themselves. In their flesh, they thought the wisdom they possessed came from themselves. No! This was predestined before they were born. He points them to the God who reveals this to them by his Spirit. David Prior says, “Paul affirms that the Holy Spirit reveals the wisdom of God to those who love him. For the Corinthians, knowledge mattered more than love; for Paul, the key to knowing all that God has prepared for us is in loving him.
”  It is the Spirit of God that helps us know the deep things of God, his thoughts, and his ways. This should humble the Corinthian believers and all of us who are believers - that God sees fit to reveal His thoughts and ways to us. This should call us to look away from ourselves or from any man and transfix our gaze on the crucified and risen Lord, Jesus.

Godly Wisdom Indwelled (vs. 12-16) 
Paul helps the believer understand that we have received and been indwelled by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit helps us understand, teach, and interpret. Prior explains this further when he writes, “Paul thus uses six important verbs to describe the ministry of the Spirit in those who teach and those who hear the gospel: the former he enables to know, to declare and to explain; the latter he enables to receive, to understand and to appreciate. Without such ministry from the Spirit there can be no communication and no growth into maturity: the truth is incomprehensible and the things of the Spirit are even regarded as foolishness.”
 The Spirit of God is the only One who can illuminate the heart of man to see the beauty of the cross. The natural man sees the cross for what it is - an instrument of death. They do not and cannot accept the things of the Spirit of God. Again, the god of this age has blinded their minds. So, Paul called the Corinthian believers to walk as those whose eyes have been opened to the things of God. To walk as those who possess godly wisdom and who understand the mind of the Lord. As God’s people, we have all that we need in Christ Jesus. Solomon says it best when he instructs his sons, “
“Don’t turn to the right or to the left; keep your feet away from evil.” (Prov. 4:27). The world’s ways and wisdom are the way to destruction, and God’s people have been indwelled with the Holy Spirit and have the mind of Christ. Therefore, our gaze must be fixed on Him.

Conclusion:

Solomon is considered the wisest man to have ever lived. It is fitting that we conclude with his words from the Word. He speaks to the importance of wisdom when he writes, “Doesn’t wisdom call out? Doesn’t understanding make her voice heard? At the heights overlooking the road, at the crossroads, she takes her stand. Beside the gates leading into the city, at the main entrance, she cries out;” “The Lord acquired meat the beginning of his creation, before his works of long ago” (Prov. 8:1-3; 22-26). The wisdom that Solomon is referring to here is Christ himself. He is the wisdom that was and is eternal. There is nothing that one can desire that is more precious than this wisdom. It is Christ and the Holy Spirit that guard and guide our hearts and minds. We must look to no one else.
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