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Sermon Series: Essentials for Christian Living
To be used with Session 1: Fellowship with Believers
Sermon Title Possibilities: Unity in Community
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:1-13
Connect To Unit Theme: This sermon outline complements the Bible study “Essentials for Christian Living.” This study seeks to help Christians know those things which are essential as they live for Christ and His glory. As Christ followers, we must follow Christ’s example! Christ lives His life in community with others. Christ, being the second person of the Godhead, lives in community. This begs the question, “Who then are we not to live in fellowship with other brothers and sisters in Christ?” In our culture today, we have been programmed to live the “self-life.” Unfortunately, many Christians live this self-life too; they are trying to live for Christ alone and not in fellowship with others. Fellowship is essential if God’s people are going to walk as representatives of Christ in a world that desperately needs Him.
Introduction: Today we live in a social media-saturated society. In this world, the truth about a person gets covered up. It appears through their social media posts that all things are going well and that communication with others is great. All one must do is look at their timeline and see all the interaction they are having with others. They appear to be extroverted on the outside, but on the inside, they are isolated and depressed. They have no true friends and long for true fellowship with others. Unfortunately, they are alone. We are not designed to live this life alone! As Christians, we must fight the temptation to appear to have fellowship with others. Fellowship is essentially what is at the heart of the Apostle Paul as he instructs the Corinthian believers. True fellowship is what is required of Christ followers.
Humble Beginnings Breeds True Fellowship (vs. 1-3)
Paul began verse 1 by using the word “called.” The Greek word for called here is κλητός, meaning to be invited. Paul understood that his call does not happen by his own initiative but points to the One who called him. By the “will of God,” Paul was called. Man did not call him, nor did he call himself. It is in God’s sovereign will that Paul received this invitation to be an apostle of the Lord Jesus. In verse 2, Paul used the word calling again. Here he wrote to the church of Corinth to remind them that they too are called, but more specifically to be “saints together” with all those who are in the body of Christ. The calling is not contingent upon the person but solely on the grace of God revealed through Christ Jesus. Paul wanted the church of Corinth to remember God’s grace toward them because of the finished work of Christ on the cross. All fellowship flows from the forgiveness found in Christ and in Him alone!
Thankful Testimony Breeds True Fellowship (vs. 4-9) 
Paul gave thanks to the Lord God for the Corinthian believers (vs. 4-8), pointing to the source of his thankfulness. It is in Christ that they find true riches because of their testimony of being in Christ. Paul wanted them to remember that their boast was not in themselves, but in the One who began the good work in them. The God who begins the good work completes this work. What God starts, He finishes. God is faithful (vs. 9); even when we are unfaithful, He remains faithful. William Arndt helps us here when he explains the word faithfulness, “Pertaining to being worthy of belief or trust, trustworthy, faithful, dependable.”[footnoteRef:1] Only God is trustworthy and dependable! Paul Gardner writes, “God’s people are ‘called’ or ‘chosen’ by him, and he promises to remain faithful to them.”[footnoteRef:2] Paul helps us see the testimony of a faithful God extending to the Corinthian church. The God who is dependable and trustworthy changes our testimonies. As God’s people, remember that fellowship, peace, joy, and security are only found in having fellowship with Christ. This fellowship, peace, joy, and security are not conjured up individually, but are gifts of God. Paul reminded the Corinthian church they are called into fellowship. The testimony of being found in Christ must shape our walk for Christ. [1:  William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 820.]  [2:  Paul Gardner, 1 Corinthians, ed. Clinton E. Arnold, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 66.] 

A Unified Body Breeds True Fellowship (vs. 10-13) 
In verse 13, Paul spoke to the heart of the issue. There was division among the body of Christ. He appealed to them to be unified in Christ. Christ is the only One who can bring true unity. This is why Paul appealed by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fruit of their testimony was the gift of salvation and grace as they sojourned in this life until their glorification was lived out. In verse 11, Paul received word through Chloe’s people that they were quarreling with each other. This must not be, because they have a new mind in Christ Jesus. Their minds are fixated on following man (vs. 12) and not the God-man, Jesus. Gardner speaks to where the Corinthians’ minds need to be when he writes, “The centrality of the lordship of Christ in all that the Corinthian church is has already been carefully established in the opening verses.”[footnoteRef:3] The lordship of Christ must rule the minds and hearts of his people. Quarreling and division reveal selfishness, which is sin. [3:  Ibid 78.] 


Conclusion: 
Paul was fighting for their restoration. Their fellowship and unity in Christ were a living testimony of a mind that is set on the things above, not things below. It is imperative that God’s people have the same mind. This is not a mind of uniformity but a mind that is unified in being found in Christ. The people of God’s speech reflects it, their minds reflect it, and their whole being must reflect it. Paul began this letter with humility, remembering who called him and the Corinthian church. As the people of God remember who begins the good work in them, this breeds true fellowship - a fellowship that is found only in Christ. This fellowship leads to a new testimony and unity among the followers of Christ. So, we do not have to pretend that we are someone we are not. God became flesh and paid it all on our behalf. As we sojourn in this Christian life, we do not have to live isolated from others, but we are unified in Christ. God does not create us in isolation, but He says, “Let us make man in our image” (Genesis 1:26). This is our example as we fight for the unity of the body. We must remember who begins this good work in us because it helps kill pride in our lives.
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