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EXTRA Sermon // Summer 2026
Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did

EXTRA supports the group plans in the Bible Studies for Life leader guides. 

Date: July 5, 2026
Session Title: Speaking Truth
The Point: When we invite others to follow Jesus, not everyone will say yes. 
Podcast—Bible Studies for Life: Adults
_____________________________________________________________________________
Theme Based Sermon
Sermon Title: Do You Believe?
To be used with Session: 5 Speaking Truth
Scripture: Acts 26:19-29
Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Speaking Truth”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that when we invite others to follow Jesus, not everyone will say yes.
Introduction: Many years ago as a Boy Scout, our troop would sell Krispy Kreme doughnuts door to door as a fundraiser. I didn’t like getting up early on a Saturday morning and going door to door to sell doughnuts, but I did like doughnuts. I think the truth is that we ate more doughnuts than we sold. On a cold wintry morning it was hard to resist a warm, melt-in-your-mouth doughnut, and in my mind, you couldn’t get anything better than one made by Krispy Kreme. In fact, I couldn’t imagine why anyone would refuse a dozen warm, fresh doughnuts for two dollars (as I said, many years ago). Yet, there were many people who told us “no” when we knocked on their door, and my young mind couldn’t fathom why. Many times I wished that I could make them say “yes”, but I knew I couldn’t.
	Believers who have experienced the radical transformation that comes through faith in Jesus Christ know that you can’t get anything better. It’s a win-win; through the simple act of faith, we receive the forgiveness of sin, the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the gift of eternal life, and all the blessings in between. Consequently, we may wonder why anyone would decline the invitation to enter into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, but the truth is many will, and we can’t control their response no matter how badly we would like to. We can’t control their answer, but we can control our invitation. There’re some things we can make sure we do as we share Jesus.
	
1. We can make sure we’re being obedient.
Verse 19: “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.”

a. Obey the call by sharing Jesus.

Paul was being held in Caesarea’s prison because the chief priests and leaders of the Jews had charged him with a number of serious offenses. He was allowed to speak in his defense to Festus, the Roman governor of Judea and King Agrippa, ruler of several northern territories. He described his Damascus Road experience as part of his defense for sharing Jesus in which God said, “I am sending you to them to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” Paul defended his actions as simple obedience to God’s call upon his life. Believers today have been called to do the same through the Great Commission. We can’t control if people will listen to the message, but we can control our obedience to the call.

b. Share Jesus with whoever you can.

In his defense, Paul named a number of locations and people groups in v. 20 that heard the gospel through his witness. As an apostle sent by God to preach the good news to the Gentiles, this isn’t surprising. But it does touch on an important aspect of witnessing. We often view witnessing as something we do, much like other tasks we perform. Perhaps a more accurate view is understanding that being a witness isn’t as much something we do as it is something we are. We are witnesses, no matter where we are or who we meet. When we decide to be who we are, then witnessing becomes less of a task and more of an extension of our everyday life. It frees us to share Jesus with anyone at any time.

c. Share Jesus in spite of opposition.

Even though Paul doesn’t mention it, he has already experienced many forms of opposition towards him and the gospel. Previously he was put in prison, placed in stocks, beaten, kicked out of cities and regions and that’s not even a complete list. Now in v. 21 he revealed that the Jews were plotting to kill him, yet his witness continued with Festus and King Agrippa. What a great truth and a great challenge for us today. I confess I’ve allowed factors of less importance to dissuade me from sharing Jesus: it wasn’t the right time, or the right place, or I was afraid of rejection. But none of those are valid reasons. As true followers of Jesus, we must be prepared to share Jesus even when there’s opposition or resistance. In Matthew 16:24 it says, “Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.’” Let’s make sure we obey the call in spite of the consequences.

2. We can make sure we speak the truth.
Verse 25: “I’m speaking words of truth and good judgment.”

a. God will help us speak the truth.

As Paul described his missionary journeys, he made it clear in v. 22 that God had helped him from the start until that day: “To this very day, I have had help from God”. No doubt God helped Paul in many ways, but Paul placed God’s help in the context of proclaiming the gospel. He said, “I have had help from God, and I stand and testify to both small and great”. The word “testify” is crucial, and it means “to give evidence, bear record, give an honest report.” To paraphrase, Paul said that God had helped him give an honest and truthful report of the facts concerning Jesus Christ, no matter if he was speaking to someone of a lesser status or someone with a greater status. The Holy Spirit can help us in this way too. In John 14:26, Jesus said, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.” Relying on the Holy Spirit during gospel conversations is something we can proactively do, regardless of the outcome.

b. Scripture can help us speak the truth.

Paul stated his gospel presentation would contain “nothing other than what the prophets and Moses said would take place— that the Messiah must suffer, and that, as the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light to our people and to the Gentiles.” In other words, he used Scripture to convey the truth about Jesus. This might fill some of us with dread because it suggests memorization of Scripture, but it need not take that form. Memorizing Scripture is always a good thing but simply pointing someone to the words in the Bible you’re holding doesn’t diminish the power of the gospel to save. One of the most effective ways to lead with Scripture is taught in the LifeWay study, “Share Jesus Without Fear” by Bill Fay. By asking people to simply read specific verses and then asking the question, “What does this say to you?” avoids arguments and keeps the believer from sounding judgmental. Being prepared to use Scripture is a variable we can control, and it will aid in the process.

c. Good judgment can help us speak the truth.

While the gospel has the power to save anyone who believes, not every lost person suffers the consequences of lostness in the same way. Some have been captured by pagan philosophies and humanistic ideologies. Others have never seen a Bible or heard the name of Jesus. And still others are ruled by selfishness and personal gain. The list is endless but knowing their circumstances can help us relate the gospel effectively. Paul was demonstrating good judgment by his decision to give a thoughtful, well-reasoned presentation of the gospel to Festus, King Agrippa, and Bernice. Had they been Jewish, his approach would have been different. Asking the Holy Spirit for good judgment as we relate to others is a simple thing to do and something we can control.

3. We can make sure we give a clear invitation.
Verse 29: “not only you but all who listen to me today might become as I am”

a.  State the facts.

Earlier in v. 23, Paul gave a summary of the gospel of Jesus Christ: “that the Messiah must suffer, and that, as the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light to our people and to the Gentiles.” But then Paul did a wise thing. He reminded the king that the gospel wasn’t fiction or without evidence. In v. 26 Paul said, “For the king knows about these matters, and I can speak boldly to him. For I am convinced that none of these things has escaped his notice, since this was not done in a corner.” In other words, Paul presented the gospel as fact, with evidence to support it. Today, there is ample evidence we can use to present the truth of the Gospel. We can give evidence of the reliability of Scripture, the reality of the resurrection, and the very existence of God. Having an awareness and ability to know and use the evidence is something we can prepare in advance. 

b.  Ask if they believe.

Paul did another wise thing: he asked for a commitment from King Agrippa. It’s instructive to take a close look at Paul’s question to the king. The king was asked, “Do you believe?” He wasn’t asked to start attending church, or to confess sin, or even if he agreed with what was said. The key issue for true followers of Jesus is always belief. John 3:16 is one of the most recognizable verses in the Bible and it emphasizes belief in Jesus. Later in John 11:25-26, Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” (CSB). We aren’t in control of the lost person’s response to the gospel, but we’ll never hear them say “yes” if we don’t ask for commitment, and that’s something we can control.

c.  Encourage them to say “yes.”

Encourage means “to inspire or to stimulate someone towards a certain action.” Encouraging the lost to turn to Jesus fits well with the commands of the Great Commission, but there is a line at which we must stop. Encouragement that becomes manipulative or coercive has no place in sharing Jesus, but stating our desire for their salvation is certainly proper. In v. 29, Paul stated his desire for not only King Agrippa to know Christ, but everyone else who was listening. Paul knew firsthand not only the importance of knowing Jesus, but also the blessings of knowing Him. Everyone’s eternal destiny depends on one issue: salvation made possible only by Jesus and there is nothing else in life that important. And the blessings we receive when we are reconciled to God through Jesus Christ are too many to list here. We can’t control their response, but we can encourage the right one.

Conclusion: Most believers understand that believers can’t save anyone; Jesus does the saving, but if we’re not careful, we can take too much responsibility for a person’s answer as we invite them to trust Christ. That’s a no-win situation; they are responsible for their response and we can’t control it. But we can make sure that we obediently share Jesus wherever we go, speaking truthfully about the gospel and give a clear invitation for others to believe in Jesus. Not only can we control that, but we must make it a part of our everyday life.

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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