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EXTRA Sermon // Theme-Based
Essentials for Christian Living

EXTRA supports the group plans in the Bible Studies for Life leader guides. 

Date: August 30, 2026
Session Title: A Love for Others
The Point: Believers are to love others as God loves us.
Podcast—Bible Studies for Life: Adults
_____________________________________________________________________________
Sermon Title: Godly Love
To be used with Session: 7 A Love For Others
Scripture: I John 4:7-12

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Love for Others,” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that believers are to love others as God loves us.
Introduction: On June 25, 1967, The Beatles were filmed performing the song, “All You Need Is Love” live at EMI Studios in London. The broadcast reached an estimated 400 million viewers across 25 countries via the first live satellite link.  Written specifically for an international broadcast, the lyrics were intentionally kept simple so the message of peace and unity could be easily translated and understood. The song became an enduring anthem for the "flower power" and counterculture movements, promoting a message of universal love and self-expression.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_You_Need_Is_Love] 

People do need love, but the Bible makes it clear that the love people need is God’s love and the best way for them to receive it is through believers. To say it another way, it is essential that believers love others as God loves us. John the apostle makes a strong case for this essential truth in his first letter. In I John 4:7-12 he explains why loving others is an essential part of our faith.
1. Loving others is rooted in a relationship with God.
v. 7 “knows God”

a. Love comes from God.

Let’s face it; since God is the Creator of all things, that means that He created love. He invented it, crafted it, and activated it. Godly love differs from worldly love in a variety of ways because the world uses the word “love” casually and flippantly. People say they “love” their spouse and in the next breath say they “love” chocolate ice cream. Godly love has a specific shape, use, and outcome. It is sacrificial, outwardly focused, and redemptive. This is the kind of love the world needs now. It needs a godly love that connects them with God.

b. Godly love is the foundation for a believer’s relationship with Him.

The primary way sinners become believers is through experiencing God’s love. Verse 7 shows that we are “born of God” and “know God” because we’ve received love “from God.” The Bible expresses this one truth in many ways. John 3:16 says “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” Romans 5:8 says, “But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” It was God’s love for us that makes it possible for a wretched sinner to have a relationship with a holy God.

c.  Godly love empowers believers to love others.

“Empowerment” is a word that can easily be overused, but in this application it fits well. Believers are empowered by the Holy Spirit and God’s love for them to love others. John states this in a negative way when he writes “the one who does not love does not know God.” Loving others isn’t always easy, especially if others are different from ourselves. Believers have an edge in this because they can recall God’s love for them even though they were a sinner. Having experienced this godly love helps us see the need for others to receive it as well. We know how transformational God’s love was for us which gives us the courage to love others in the same way.


2. Loving others follows Christ’s example.
v. 10 “Sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

a. Godly love takes the initiative.

Throughout the Bible, we see God on the move, taking the initiative, and seeking us out. This makes sense when we remember that God is love. The love that God designed will seek to take the initiative instead of waiting in the wings and the impact it has is huge. It’s common to see people sitting on the street corner with a sign asking for food or money. Our guilty conscience might prod us to respond but it might not. Compare that to seeing someone in need who isn’t begging and then stepping in to meet that need and you can understand how taking the initiative makes a difference. It says, “I see you, you matter, and I care about you.” When God sent His Son, that’s what He was saying to the world.

b. Godly love is redemptive.

John states the Son was sent “so that we might live through him.” Jesus came to earth and became one of us not because He didn’t have anything better to do or was bored. He came to us so that we might be rescued from the bondage of sin and its eternal consequences.  And as already noted, He was sent because God loved the world in this way. Generally speaking every true expression of love benefits others but only God’s love seen by sending His Son is truly redemptive. Because of His love displayed on the cross we have been released from bondage through His payment for our sin.

c. Godly love is sacrificial.

Godly love will always require sacrifice. If it’s not sacrificial in some way, it doesn’t qualify as godly love. This should clarify our practice of loving others. If our act of love towards them requires little or no effort, cost, or time, it might not be an expression of godly love. John tells us in v.10 that Jesus models this for us by being the “atoning sacrifice for our sins.” He made the ultimate sacrifice by giving His life on the cross for the atonement of our sin. Loving others sacrificially is loving others with a godly love.

3.    Loving others makes God visible.
	v. 12 “God remains in us.”

a.  Godly love motivates believers to love.
	
The integrity of godly love is expressed by John when he wrote in v.11, “if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another.” Anything less is hypocritical and lacks authenticity. Receiving God’s love towards us is transformational and we reap numerous benefits from it. In turn, this joy and happiness we have through a relationship with Christ motivates us to love others in this same way. God instills in us a desire to share what we’ve experienced in Christ, and it motivates us to love others.
	
b.  Godly love shows the world what God is like.
		
	Verse 12 begins in what initially might seem awkward or abrupt, but John has in mind an important feature of godly love. He wrote “No one has ever seen God” which is true, but we wonder about its connection with loving others. The connection is that through loving others, we help others see what God is like by means of the fact that “God remains in us.” Through loving others we become the hands and feet of God, representing the most important attribute He possesses: love. It reverses the worldly notions about God as some far away, uninvolved God, or one who slings lightning bolts at bad folk. Our world desperately needs an accurate picture of God, and we can deliver one when we love others with a godly love.
		
c.  Godly love shows the world what God can do.

Verse 12 ends with a wonderful promise. It promises that “His love is made complete in us.” The word translated as “complete” means “to finish, fulfill, or to be perfected.” Now notice the phrase “in us”. Later John will write that His love is made complete with us but here he wrote “in us”. His point is that believers who live out their faith among others show what God’s love can do. Once a person responds to God’s love for them, we receive His love and it begins the work of changing and transforming us more into the image of Christ. It tells the world that what God did for us He can do for you.


Conclusion: Loving others as God loves us sets us apart as disciples and it reveals accurately to a skeptical world what God is truly like. Doing so will require initiative, sacrifice, and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, but it will be worth it. The best way for us to love Jesus is to love others and that’s why loving others is an essential part of the Christian life. Who do you know that you can show the love of Christ? 

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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