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Theme Based Sermon
The Spirit of Truth 
To be used with Session 2 – Wisdom From God
Scripture: John 16:12-15
Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Wisdom From God,” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that believers have the wisdom of God because we have the Spirit of God.
Introduction: Many years ago the actor Tom Selleck played the character Thomas Magnum in the TV show, “Magnum, P. I.” Located in Hawaii, he was a private investigator, and the series was about his efforts to solve crime. Throughout the series he would refer to his “little voice” that would often prompt him to take a case he wouldn’t normally accept or investigate something seemingly minor or unrelated to the crime. We sometimes say we have a “gut feeling” about something, an intuitive sense that leads to greater insight. It’s a common feeling, but it’s not always reliable.
In this sense, believers are blessed to have the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Often the Spirit nudges us in a particular direction or reminds us of the words and actions of Jesus, and each time it is not only rooted in truth but wise in its application. Because believers have the Holy Spirit, we also have access to the wisdom of God. Let’s explore how the Spirit guides us towards God’s wisdom.

1. The Spirit imparts dynamic truth.
v. 12 “I still have many things to tell you.” 
God’s truth has an energy. It isn’t dead or static; it meets us where we are and instructs us to live for Christ. Listed below are three qualities of God’s dynamic truth.
a. It is truth we can absorb.

Verse 12 is a provocative statement. Jesus was preparing His disciples for His departure which would seem to make it necessary for Him to tell them everything He possible could. However, Jesus supernaturally understood the limits to the disciples’ capacity to understand truth, so He reserved it for a future time through the presence of the Spirit. Jesus knew that the Spirit would be able to convey truth in the future to His followers at an appropriate time, a time when they could absorb what the Spirit says. The Spirit looks for that “teachable moment” in the lives of believers so that the truth and wisdom He reveals can take root and bear spiritual fruit.
b. It is truth we can apply.
In v. 13, the word “guide” means “to show the way”. Truth that “shows the way” is truth we can apply, and it demonstrates the dynamic quality of God’s truth. Truth that truly applies and brings positive change is sorely lacking in our culture today. In recent years our culture has slowly turned away from applicable truth to ideological truth, causing confusion and chaos in society. Applicable truth that shows the way is grounded in reality and common sense, instead of far-fetched ideas that will inevitably crumble when put into practice. Building a life on ideological truth lacks wisdom and will inevitably lead to negative consequences, but building a life on God’s truth that applies to every facet of our existence is wise and leads to intimacy with God.
c. It is truth we can trust.
Jesus revealed in v. 13 that the Spirit will guide believers “into all the truth”. This doesn’t mean that the Spirit will make every believer omniscient, but it does mean that the truth revealed by the Spirit will have integrity; it will be complete or whole. We’re used to the phrase “half-truths”, but such a thing doesn’t really exist. Any statement that is only partially true becomes false by default and ultimately proves to be untrustworthy. Such is not the case when the Spirit reveals truth. It is complete, without fault, and totally trustworthy. And the one who absorbs, applies, and trusts God’s truth revealed by the Spirit will receive God’s wisdom.

2. The Spirit imparts truth from the Father and the Son.
v. 13 “He will speak whatever He hears.” 
Accurate information can be hard to come by in our world today, but the Spirit conveys the words and wisdom of God with complete accuracy.
a. He faithfully imparts the Father’s words.
The triune nature of God is one of those mysteries that will only be fully understood in the believer’s next life. But we do see some clues about the Trinity and in v. 13 Jesus gives us a brief look at one aspect of the Trinity. He declared that the Spirit speaks “whatever He hears.” This isn’t repeating random things heard by the Spirit, but rather repeating the words of the Father, made possible through the triune nature of God. This helps us have confidence in what the Spirit reveals to us. There is no “loss in translation” to worry about. The Spirit gives us the complete and accurate word of God, from the Father’s mouth to our ears.
b. He faithfully reveals the future.
Previously Jesus revealed that the Spirit would remind the disciples “of everything I have told you.” In this sense, the Spirit will faithfully remind and convey the facts about Jesus’ earthly ministry to the disciples. In v. 13, Jesus expands the Spirit’s revelation to include “what is to come.” As we will see in the next point, the Spirit is dependent upon the words of Jesus as His source of revelation, so continuing in that context seems wise. Revealing “what is to come” doesn’t mean predicting this week’s winning lottery numbers or who will be the next president, but it does mean revealing the ongoing work of Christ as He leads us to the close of the age. In this way, the Spirit is preparing us for the challenges we’ll face in the future and being prepared for them is a wise thing to do.
c. He faithfully glorifies Jesus.
The word “glorify” in v. 14 means “to give honor; to magnify splendor or greatness” and it is the central task of the Spirit in relation to Jesus. It is the Spirit who convicts people of sin, making them aware of the consequences and pointing to the solution in Jesus Christ. It is the Spirit that transforms the new believer in Christ more and more into His image. It is the Spirit that uses God’s wisdom and truth to empower believers to live out their faith in Jesus. And it is the Spirit who advises us and comforts us. All of this is made possible only because of Jesus. And by glorifying Jesus, the Spirit leads us into truth.

3. The Spirit imparts the wisdom of Christ.
v.15 “what is mine . . . will declare it to you.”
What distinctly belongs to Jesus? What belongs to Him that must be declared? It’s His life, death, and resurrection.
	a.  We hear the wisdom of Christ’s life.	
Jesus lived an earthly existence that no one else could. As the perfect Son of God, He navigated countless social and religious issues without fault. And sometimes His responses were shocking. He taught that we should pray for our enemies. He spent time with the outcasts of society. He invited His disciples to follow Him by carrying the cross of self-denial and sacrifice. By themselves, these actions seem counter-intuitive and without supernatural help, may sit on the shelf of disobedience. Thankfully, the Spirit helps us see the wisdom of such actions. It is through the Spirit’s help that we see these actions as imperative to our covenant relationship with Christ and the advancement of the kingdom. Without them, we delay the process of becoming more like Christ. And make no mistake; its wise to become more like Christ.

	b.  We hear the wisdom of Christ’s death.
		
In order to be saved, we must believe that it is Jesus’ death on the cross that atones for our sin. We understand that His death appeases the wrath of God toward sin, removes the stain and eternal consequence	 of sin, and enables us as sinners to have a relationship with a holy God through the forgiveness of sin. We can grasp to some degree how this works, but we often fail to consider the wisdom of Christ’s death. As I’ve grown older, the Spirit has impressed upon me in many ways the wisdom of Christ’s death. It was wise because it was the only way for salvation to be offered. It was wise because it’s available to whosoever believes. It was wise because it has eternal consequences. And it was wise because humanity needs forgiveness.

	c.  We hear the wisdom of Christ’s resurrection.

Once a year believers celebrate Resurrection Sunday, emphasizing the miraculous resurrection of Jesus our Lord. It’s good to have such a day set aside to remember and respond to the greatest miracle the world has ever seen. But the Spirit knows and progressively reveals to us the impact of the resurrection, guiding us to see its wisdom. Truthfully, the resurrection changes everything. And the Spirit helps us see that every day is a celebration of Jesus’ victory over death. It is because of the resurrection that believers can live confident lives today and have hope for tomorrow. Knowing that our sin is forgiven, our lives have purpose, and not even death can harm us will lead us to live out our faith courageously and consistently. That’s wise.

Conclusion: One of the most straightforward promises seen in the Bible concerns wisdom. James 1:5 says, “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him.” It can’t get any simpler than that and the main reason for its simplicity is due to the presence of the Spirit in believers. He is with us 24/7 and for this reason, we have access to the wisdom of God. 

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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