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Theme Based Sermon
Fellowship With One Another 
To be used with Session: 1 – Fellowship with Believers
Scripture: I John 1:1-7

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Fellowship with Believers”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that a life in Christ is a life of fellowship with other believers.
Introduction: As a Southern Baptist, I’ve heard people say that the best symbol that represents Southern Baptists is the casserole dish. And our definition of fellowship usually stems from that symbol. For many, fellowship is sitting down with other folk and sharing a meal, and it doesn’t progress much farther than that type of expression. However, fellowship is more than dinner on the grounds. In fact, fellowship is an essential part of a believer’s life, a non-negotiable that in today’s churches is often seen as optional or unimportant.
John the Apostle has a different point of view. In his letter to the church he had helped establish previously, John points to the lack of fellowship as a central player in the church’s problems. He saw that they were out of fellowship with God and out of fellowship with one another and this lack of fellowship was the source for a number of problems in the church. John makes it clear that we need to be in fellowship with God and one another. Let’s let John tell us why.

1.	Fellowship is the result of a shared relationship with Christ.
(v. 2-3) “Eternal life”; “Father, Christ.”

a. We have the same gift of eternal life.

One of the strengths of the Christian faith is how God works in uniform ways with individual believers. One of those ways is the reception of the gift of eternal life. Every believer receives this gift when they place their faith in Jesus and begin a relationship with Him. Not only that, it’s effect begins immediately for every believer. The worldview of believers becomes eternal, recognizing we are benefactors now of eternal life, but even more completely after our earthly life is over. We look forward to fellowship with other believers for all of eternity, made possibly only through the shared gift of eternal life.

b. We have the same Father.

James 4:4 tells us, “whoever wants to be the friend of the world becomes the enemy of God.” And that’s what we all are before we place our faith in Jesus. Thankfully, trusting Jesus cancels our enemy status and provides fellowship with God the Father. With God as Father for every believer, the natural result is fellowship with Him and one another. As Father, He demonstrates consistent and faithful care for all of His children and our common experience of His love unites us even further.

c. We have the same Savior.

Fellowship that comes from a shared relationship with Christ is more than agreeing with one another on doctrinal issues or simply hanging out with one another. Every saved sinner has experienced the same miraculous transformation. We were once lost but now we are found, we were spiritually dead but now spiritually alive, we are a new creation in Jesus Christ. Each of us have been rescued from a fate worse than death and that shared experience of supernatural intervention brings believers together through bonds of awe, gratitude, and commitment.

2. Fellowship is strengthened by sharing the gospel message.
(v. 5) “The message we have heard from him and declare to you.”

a. Sharing the gospel message with other believers keeps us centered in Christ.

A small but important word in v. 4 is “We”. It wasn’t just John who wanted to share the message of the gospel with the intended audience, but other believers desired to share as well. As a group, they recognized the power of the gospel message to “keep the main thing the main thing”. If indeed John’s letter is to a church that he helped establish, and many scholars believe this is so, then believers hearing the message, “God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him” would certainly not be new to them. More likely, this church needed to be reminded of this truth, and perhaps this was John’s way to address issues that threatened the fellowship of the church. Keeping the gospel as the central message of the church can encourage fellowship.

b. Sharing the gospel message with other believers produces joy.

In the hymn, “In The Garden”, most of the words are in the first person. The refrain states “And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own”. But then it changes in the next phrase: “And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known”. The refrain expresses the joy we have when we hear God expressing His Word to us corporately. Overall, joy should be a constant for true believers, but this type of joy is special. This joy can only be realized in the presence of other believers. It’s a joy that springs from a shared experience, a shared commitment, and a shared message.

c. Sharing the gospel message with other believers gives us hope.

John summed up the gospel message with this statement: “God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him.” Using the common symbols of light and darkness, John paints the gospel in images of hope. Light illuminates, guides, and reveals, whereas darkness disorients, hides, and deceives. The life dominated by darkness is a hopeless existence, forever doomed to despair and uselessness. Yet God is light and His light shines on those who surrender their life to the Son. This light is our hope and is shared by every believer. The best expression of this is corporate worship. As we sing together the truths of God and His saving work through Jesus Christ, our hearts and minds are turned towards the completion of that work where we will spend eternity together with Him. The strength of this shared hope can’t be found in a solitary faith that knows no fellowship with other believers. 

3. Fellowship is lost if we don’t practice the truth.
(v. 6) “We walk in darkness.”

	a.  Sin separates us from God.

Isaiah 59:2 says, “But your iniquities are separating you from your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not listen.” Sin will cause us to lose fellowship with God because participating with sin is “walking in darkness” and “not practicing the truth.” Since there is no darkness in God, a breach has occurred. This breach, while serious, isn’t permanent or fatal, as we shall see in v. 7, but it still should be of grave concern. Navigating through this sinful world without the guidance and protection of God can surely lead to painful events that could have been avoided. Personally, I have proven that I can’t live life successfully on my own; I need unbroken communication and fellowship with the One who knows what my life should be like better than I do. 

b.  Sin separates us from other believers.

It’s not a coincidence that the loss of fellowship with God that John addressed in v. 6 led to a loss of fellowship with members of the church. In fact, it’s predictable. The sin in the lives of these church members not only separated them from God, but it also separated them from one another. Later in the letter John addresses conflict among members, and it seems that members who had left the church were still causing trouble in the church. Unfortunately, conflict in the church is a disgrace we’ve become comfortable with today. It diminishes ministry, dilutes our witness, and damages innocent people. A church that lacks fellowship with one another is destined to be an ineffectual church. And no one can honestly say they have close fellowship with God but absolutely no fellowship with other believers. Jesus commanded that we love God and our neighbor; both are necessary for fellowship on either front.

c.  Jesus can cleanse us from all sin.

The Good News is that Jesus has the power to cleanse us from sin when we confess our sin. In this same chapter at v. 9, John held out hope to his church by declaring that “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” “All” means all, even the sins that cause dissension, strife, and animosity among God’s people. And perhaps this is the answer for those who claim to be followers of Christ yet have no connection to a local body of believers. Perhaps they chose to be loners because of hurtful experiences within the church. Fellowship with God and others can be re-established through the confession of sin and practicing the truth, both of which are necessary.

Conclusion: John makes it clear that there is no such thing as a “lone ranger” believer. And he’s not alone in this. Nowhere in the New Testament do we see Scripture promoting a model for discipleship in which the believer is not in fellowship with a local body of believers, and there’s a reason why we don’t see that. Fellowship is essential to the spiritual health and wellbeing of the believer.

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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