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EXTRA Sermon // Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did

EXTRA supports the group plans in the Bible Studies for Life leader guides. 

Date: July 12, 2026
Session Title: Extending Grace
The Point: We should be conduits of God’s grace to others. 
Podcast—Bible Studies for Life: Adults
_____________________________________________________________________________
Theme Based Sermon
Grace In, Grace Out
To be used with Session: 6 – Extending Grace
Scripture: Colossians 4:5-6

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Extending Grace,” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that we should be conduits of God’s grace to others.
Introduction: For years, many evenings I’ve complained of pain in my neck and at the base of my head. It doesn’t occur every evening but often enough to cause concern. I’ve tried a number of things to fix it: change of diet, exercise, and seeing my doctor to name a few but all to no avail. I mentioned this to my son on one occasion, and he said he suffered from the very same thing. Our symptoms matched exactly and he “thanked” me for this obviously genetic gift. However, I recently discovered the source of the pain. I started having leg cramps and my wife suggested that I was dehydrated. I increased my water intake, and not only did it help with the leg cramps, but my neck pain went away. When I realized it had helped my neck pain, I immediately called my son and excitedly told him that hydration was the cure for our neck pain.
Generally speaking, we tend to share with others the things that have helped us or improved our lives, whether it’s a kitchen hack on slicing peppers or investment strategies. But believers know that the gospel is more than a lifehack. The grace we receive from Jesus transforms us and gives us a new identity. And when we receive the grace-filled gift of God’s love and salvation, we should in turn show others the grace of God
1. Believers extend grace to others because our actions have changed.
(v. 5), “Act wisely towards outsiders.”
a. Grace towards others will act proactively.

Paul commands believers to “act wisely toward outsiders” or non-believers. We will explore why we should do so in the next section. Here we will turn our attention to how grace acts towards others. The command to “act wisely towards outsiders” infers that we will do it proactively. Too often believers have the attitude that they should wait until someone asks, “Can you tell me about Jesus and the gospel?” In my experience, that doesn’t happen very often. Rather, our actions towards others should be intentional and designed to share the gospel. This is wise in the sense that sharing the gospel has the potential to transform those who hear it and respond in faith.
b. Grace towards others will act patiently.
Believers must be careful to guard against judgmental attitudes that can cause us to be repelled by the sinful behavior of others, and in so doing, cause us to avoid them. As someone has rightly said, lost people act like lost people. To extend that thought, it’s also unwise to expect a lost person to act like a Spirit-led believer. And so grace acts patiently towards the lost person. This doesn’t mean we condone their sinful behavior or refuse to speak the truth to them. It simply means that we wisely treat them with patience, looking for the signs that the Holy Spirit is doing His work of conviction.
c. Grace towards others will act wisely.
It’s good to be reminded that information and wisdom are not exclusively interchangeable. Acquiring information is knowledge but using that information appropriately is wisdom. However, both knowledge and wisdom will guide believers to act graciously towards others. As we learn more about others, the Holy Spirit can guide us to use that knowledge compassionately and redemptively. For instance, learning that our co-worker was abused as a child by his or her father can alert us to be wise in our description of God as Father.

2. Believers extend grace to others because our feelings have changed.
(v. 5), “making the most of the time.”

“Making the most of the time” with others infers that our feelings are motivating us to extend grace. We sense the urgency and the gravity of their circumstances. While feelings can be somewhat unreliable, feelings produced through spiritual transformation can help believers see the lost differently.
a. Grace sees what we once were.
We define grace as “God’s unmerited favor”. It’s receiving something good that we don’t deserve. Those who have received forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ have received grace because no one is deserving of such blessings. This recognition of God’s grace towards us should be a constant companion for every believer. When it is, we see non-believers more clearly. We see our former selves in them. Grace will help us see a person in need of saving instead of a person in need of judgment because that’s who we used to be. This is the feeling of graciousness. 
b. Grace sees the damage sin causes.
Bad behavior can be seen anywhere we look in society and it seems to be increasing. And in our culture, it’s easy to categorize people as either good folk or bad folk, based on their behavior. But the Bible makes it clear that no one is good, that we all have sinned and fall short of God’s desire for us. Grace reminds us of this when we see lost people. We are all sinners and the lost are still under the dominion of sin. Grace sees the power and rule of sin in that person’s life as the cause for sinful behavior. Sin muddles the mind, hardens the heart, and grows the ego. Grace knows sinful behavior isn’t simply a sign that a person is evil; rather, it’s the evidence of sin’s damaging effects upon the soul. This is the feeling of compassion.
c. Grace sees what others can be. 
It’s awfully easy to simply focus on the sinful behavior of a lost person and conclude that they are beyond hope, but grace sees things differently. In spite of the obvious signs of sin’s dominion in a person’s life, grace sees each lost person as a potential follower of Jesus. Every true believer can personally testify to the change that Jesus made in their life when they trusted Jesus, and they know that others can experience these same changes as well. Grace says no one is beyond hope; it declares the gospel is for “whosoever” believes; it proclaims that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. This is the feeling of potentiality.

	3. Believers extend grace to others because our words have changed.
	(v. 6), “Let your speech always be gracious.”

	It’s the wise believer who graciously speaks with the non-believer using words that 	compassionately point to sin and redemptively point to Jesus.
	a.  Gracious words are respectful.
Jonah got away with preaching doom and destruction to the Ninevites, but I’m not sure that would work in today’s culture. Believers would do well today to speak to non-believers respectfully and the Bible gives us two reasons for doing so. First, every person has been created in the image of God. That image becomes marred when sin takes root in our lives, but it doesn’t remove the image. Regardless of how badly flawed a person’s life proves to be, God made them and knows them. Speaking respectfully with the lost is our response to God’s plan to create them in His image. Secondly, Jesus died for this lost person. It’s Jesus’ desire that they spend eternity with Him. He loves them and proved it by going to the cross, dying the death they deserve. Speaking with respect towards others is following in Jesus’ footsteps of placing others before self.
	b.  Gracious words are resourceful.
The figurative usage of “salt” shows up in a lot of places as it relates to Christianity. In this instance, Paul probably had in mind salt’s ability to add or accentuate flavor. When applied to gracious speech, we hear Paul advising us to present the gospel in thought-provoking ways. In no way should this “seasoning” alter the message of the gospel, but using methods and techniques to communicate the gospel can be useful. Stories, illustrations, and statistics are resources we should use if they communicate and clarify the gospel.
	c.  Gracious words are redemptive.
Paul encourages us to “know how you should answer each person.” Every lost person has their own issues and shortcomings and any questions they may have about the gospel will most likely stem from their own personal circumstances. Some of those circumstances are going to be painful to hear; your co-worker admits she had an abortion or your neighbor confesses a lifestyle of fornication and adultery. Believers must resist the temptation to judge or give advice; instead, we must point to the forgiveness that Jesus offers. Ultimately, no matter what form sin takes in a person’s life, there’s only one answer: Jesus. And ultimately, that is the correct way to “answer each person”.

Conclusion: In the early stages of computer development, a phrase was coined: “garbage in, garbage out.” It meant that if you give a computer corrupted information, you’ve going to get a corrupted result. Believers aren’t computers but there’s a phrase similar to the one for computers that should apply to every believer: grace in, grace out. Those who have received God’s grace should then extend God’s grace.

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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