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Summer 2026
Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did


Sermon Title: The Kind Leading The Blind
To be used with Session Two: Making Others A Priority
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Making Others A Priority.” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that we should be like Jesus in making our interactions with people—all people—a priority.
Introduction: I moved to south Georgia in 2011. After living here for fifteen years, I’ve come to appreciate southern hospitality. In recent years we’ve seen a number of communities all across our country that are experiencing turmoil, violence, and criminal activity at alarming levels, and southern communities are not immune to this, but where I live, we don’t see a lot of that kind of activity. Where I live people still hold the door open for each other. We still look people in the eye and nod or smile when passing each other in the aisles at Wal-Mart. And neighbors still help neighbors. Whether that’s just our culture or something else, I’m not smart enough to know, but I do have a word for it: kindness.
Today we’re going to see Jesus make a blind beggar His priority. In doing so, Jesus demonstrates kindness toward him. In fact, a good definition for kindness is making others our priority. Ultimately, Jesus heals him, but that wouldn’t have happened if Jesus had turned away. Jesus’ kindness motivated Him to meet the man’s need, and it will motivate us to meet the needs of others.

1. When believers prioritize others, outsiders are drawn to us.
v. 47 “He began to cry out”
a. Kindness helps produce a godly reputation.
At this point in the text, we know very little about Bartimaeus, only that he was a blind beggar and the son of Timaeus, but we know quite a bit about Jesus. Jesus has proclaimed the good news of God. He has fed the five thousand and healed a woman’s young daughter. He has set free a man who had a Legion of demons in him and has cured a woman who had a twelve-year bleeding disorder. Word of such things travel fast, and it seems that Bartimaeus has heard about Jesus. It’s no wonder that, upon hearing Jesus of Nazareth was close by, “he began to cry out” to Jesus. His hope to see again was supported by Jesus’ reputation as someone who cared, someone who had the power to make a difference. Jesus’ past acts of kindness gave Bartimaeus the hope that he, too might be the benefactor of such kindness

b. Kindness is attractive. 
It’s significant to listen to Bartemaeus’ cry: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy of me!” The phrase “Son of David” carries with it nationalistic or militaristic overtones which show Bartimaeus’ estimation of Jesus’ power and importance. However, let’s not lose sight of the simple request: “Jesus, have mercy on me!” Bartimaeus was asking for a personal interaction with Jesus, Son of David, a powerful yet kind man. Kindness is attractive, especially for those who are in need. It gives permission to seek help without fear of judgment or contempt.

c. Kindness is in short supply. 
Verse 48 isn’t easy to read: “many warned him to keep quiet”. Whether out of fear that a man as important as Jesus would not want to be bothered by a blind beggar, or their annoyance with Bartimaeus’ insistent call, they sought to keep Bartimaeus on the sidelines. Such wrong-headed notions are alive and well today. Kindness is in short supply, especially to those who exist on the fringe of society. If for no other reason, believers should practice kindness to provide an ethical response for those in real need. And it goes without saying that followers of Jesus follow Jesus which, in this instance means showing kindness to others. There should be no such thing as an unkind follower of Christ.

2. When believers prioritize others, interruptions become opportunities.
v. 49 “Jesus stopped.”

a. Kindness places the wellbeing of others before our own.
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when He encountered Bartimaeus and this was the beginning of the end for Jesus. In Jerusalem, a mock trial, scourging, and the cross were waiting for Him. It would have been easy for an ordinary man to allow the noise of the coming chaos to drown out the cries of a blind beggar, but Jesus was no ordinary man. His kindness let Him take His focus off of His inevitable death and place it on the suffering of a blind beggar. Jesus put Bartimaeus’ circumstances before His own, seeking another’s wellbeing instead of His own. Kindness will do that.

b. Kindness looks for ways to be expressed.
I love the simplicity of Mark’s description of Jesus’ actions when he heard the beggar’s cry: “Jesus stopped”. It signaled that something had changed and rightly so. Jesus stopped because He had heard Bartimaeus’ cry and had made the decision to help him. That’s what kindness does. In our information-saturated society, it’s easy to read or see something that is tragic, something that causes us to feel sorry for someone or grieve over a loss, but feelings have never helped anyone. Kindness looks for opportunities to be expressed, not because it’s a powerful feeling, but because it’s what Jesus would do. A sense of kindness that is not expressed ceases to be kindness.



c. Kindness is best expressed face to face.
Jesus not only stopped, but He also said, “Call him”. In other words, “Bring him here to me so I can see him and later he will see me.” Without doubt, Jesus could have simply spoken a word and Bartimaeus would have regained his sight, but that’s not how kindness operates. Kindness operates in the context of a relationship. Too often we’ve relieved our guilty consciences by giving a dollar or two in support of a mission offering or ministry, seeking to be obedient to help others but do it in a sanitized way. Ministry performed at a distance can sometimes be the only way, but too often it’s the preferred way. Kindness is best expressed face to face because kindness cares about the individual and seeks to connect with him or her. 

3. When believers prioritize others, needs are met.
v. 51 “What do you want me to do for you?”

a. Kindness will meet needs mercifully.
The contrast between Jesus and Bartimaeus could not be greater. Jesus was the Son of God, the Savior of the world and Bartimaeus was a blind beggar who spent each day sitting by a road. Yet we see Jesus ask, “What do you want me to do for you?” What a wonderful picture of mercy! Jesus didn’t ask this man to explain his predicament or provide some type of proof he was a good Jew, following the law as best he could. Jesus’ compassion for Bartimaeus led Him to cut to the chase and ask, “How can I help you?” Kindness will do that. It has no interest in judging the worthiness of those in need; it simply seeks to help. 

b. Kindness will meet needs practically. 
Bartimaeus’ request comes as no surprise: “I want to see”. In response, Jesus healed him so he could see. Don’t let the simplicity of this lead you to assume it’s unimportant. As we make others a priority, we’re going to see a multitude of different types of needs set before us. One person has the need for food or clothing, and another person has the need to simply vent over what happened at work. Both are real needs, even if only in the mind of the other person. Our willingness to meet their needs can be the start of building trust or even a relationship that might give us the opportunity to introduce them to the One who can meet every need. 

c. Kindness will meet needs redemptively.
I’m guessing Bartimaeus believed his blindness was the source of his misery. It was the root problem that was the source of many other problems. Blindness kept him from working and providing for himself and his family. Blindness limited his mobility. Blindness prevented normal social interactions. Blindness kept him out of the Temple. And all of that is true, but it wasn’t his greatest need. His greatest need was salvation, and when Jesus saw the faith of Bartimaeus in Him to heal and save, Jesus met that need. Now, I know that you and I can’t save anyone, but we can meet needs in ways that might lead them to Jesus. And let’s face it; there is no greater kindness than helping a lost person find salvation in Jesus Christ.

Conclusion: It’s a good thing when the kind lead the blind to Jesus. It was God’s kindness towards humanity that compelled Him to send His Son to die on the cross in our place. Someone was kind to you when they told you about Jesus. Be kind to others by making them a priority. Let kindness turn an interruption into an opportunity, and be ready to meet their needs, especially their spiritual needs by giving them Jesus.
Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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