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Sermon Series: Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did
To be used with Session 5: Speaking Truth
Sermon Title Possibilities: Connecting with Clarity
Scripture: Luke 18:18-30
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection with Unit Theme
To complement the Bible study “Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did,” this sermon will encourage saints to share the gospel without the fear of rejection. It will also encourage the hearer to trust the Holy Spirit for the convicting and converting of people with whom we share the gospel. This sermon will encourage believers to place their confidence in the Word of God and the Spirit of God, to help lost people become children of God. This message will support the teaching from the Gospel of Luke being explored in Bible study groups.
Introduction
The eighteenth chapter of the Gospel of Luke can be categorized in three sections: Prayers in the Kingdom of God, Promises of the Kingdom of God, and Projecting the Kingdom of God. The first section teaches on importunity in prayer (vv.1-8) and humility in prayer (vv.9-14). The second section speaks about the humility required in God’s Kingdom (vv. 15-17), generosity reflected in God’s Kingdom (vv.18-27), and prosperity reassured in God’s Kingdom (vv. 28-30). The final section unfolds the proclamation of Jesus being the Messiah of the Old Testament (vv.31-34) and The Demonstration of Jesus Being the Messiah of the Old Testament (vv. 35-43). In the message from our text (vv.18-30), we will be encouraged to speak the truth biblically, challengingly, and reassuringly.
Speak the Truth Biblically (Luke 18:18-20)
If you’ve been around church for any considerable amount of time, you’ve heard of the story about the rich young ruler. We must not allow our assumed familiarity to rob us of the blessing of seeing what Jesus was actually doing in His encounter with this privileged person. When Christ told him, “No one is good except God alone” (v.19), He was telling him about the transcendence of God (God is far above the created order, a cut above the rest, and having no equal). He was also telling him about the moral purity and absolute holiness of God. Christ was teaching the young man that stewardship is an issue of the heart when he told him to “Sell all that you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven” (v.22). Furthermore, we see what Christ communicated to the rich young ruler was that the crux of discipleship is being a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. After he sold everything, the next command was “follow me.” For us, speaking the truth entails words about faithful worship, faithful stewardship, and faithful discipleship.
Speak the Truth Challengingly (Luke 18:21-25)
At this point of the conversation, Christ communicated to the young ruler and His disciples that you can’t seek to live for yourself and live for God at the same time (Matt. 6:19-21). Furthermore, Christ was teaching them that you can’t love money and love God at the same time (Matt. 6:22-24). He was challenging the rich young ruler, the budding disciples, and us to examine our hearts to see if we desire our pleasure over pleasing Him. We must do the same as we communicate the gospel. We must challenge the value-systems, the ambitions, the motives, and the desires of the people we interact with. We should speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15), but we must speak the truth, nonetheless. May our words be like Christ—full of grace and truth (John 1:14).
Speak the Truth Reassuringly (Luke 18:26-30)
Those who were listening to Christ were concerned. They assumed that no one could be saved given the statements that Jesus had just made. They figured if the wealthy couldn’t be saved, then those who weren’t wealthy certainly couldn’t be saved. However, Jesus reassured them by saying “What is impossible with men is possible with God” (v.27). Some of us listening to this message can testify that we were in bad shape when Christ found us. We were so lost, so sinful, so cynical, so disillusioned, so angry, so bitter, and so broken that no one would suspect that we would ever find salvation, peace, changed behavior, and a renewed mind. But we can testify that GOD IS ABLE!!! Another point of reassurance is when Christ responded to peter saying they had left everything. Christ told Peter, “I assure you: There is no one who has left a house, wife or brothers, parents or children because of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times more at this time, and eternal life in the age to come” (vv.29-30). Friends, serving the Lord will pay off in this life and in the life to come. When we share our faith, we must share it reassuringly.
Conclusion
The two greatest decisions a person can make are trusting Christ and following Christ. When we trust Christ, we get salvation, regeneration, justification, and reconciliation. When we follow Christ, we get transformation and restoration. Trusting and following Christ in this life guarantees glorification in the next life. Paul declares that we’re going to get new bodies (1 Cor. 15:51-57; Phil. 3:20-21), get new beginnings (Col. 3:1-4), and new blessings (2 Cor. 4:16-17). Today, we need to either respond to the truth by trusting Christ for ourselves, or go out and speak the truth, so others can receive new life through Jesus Christ.
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