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Sermon Series: Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did
To be used with Session 4: Calling Out Sin
Sermon Title Possibilities: Connecting with Courage
Scripture: Luke 11:37-46; 12:1-3
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection with Unit Theme
To complement the Bible study “Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did,” this sermon helps us understand that as we call sin for what it is, we can point others to God. As we show people how they are wrong, we can serve them well by showing them how to get right in and through Jesus Christ. This sermon can help saints see that sinners sin because of who they are—sinners. What people need is to be regenerated by God and reconciled to God through Jesus Christ. Then, and only then, can they live a life that is not dominated by the desires of the flesh.
Introduction
The unpleasant fact of life is that all people come into this world with an inclination towards sin (Rom. 3:23). We are born in sin (Rom. 5:12), we are bent towards sin (Rom. 7:18-21), and if the Lord doesn’t save and help us, we will be bound by sin (Rom. 3:10-18). A hard part of sin is not necessarily when people sin. The hard part is the self-righteousness of religious people – when “church people” elevate rituals and religion over relationship with Jesus Christ. It is when we allow ourselves to be trapped by tradition and not transformed by the truth of God’s Word. In the context of the local church, it is incumbent upon mature believers to address self-righteousness in a gracious and biblical manner. Jesus shows us how to do it in the passage we’re considering today. 
Call Out Sins of the Heart (Luke 11:37-42)
The first type of sin the text challenges us to call out is the sin of the heart. Christ knew the thoughts of the Pharisee who was disdained with the fact that Christ didn’t perform the ritual of washing before dinner (v. 38). Our Lord used this man’s self-righteous thoughts as an opportunity to call out his sin. He basically told them that while they were focusing on the outside, they were corrupt on the inside. People of God, the heart of the matter is always the matter of the heart. Let’s be careful not to fix up our appearance but fail to face up to our attitudes. Jesus affirms them for their washing and tithing, buts He admonishes them for neglecting to love God and administer justice to others. As we see sin, and call it what it is, let’s be careful to present Jesus Christ as the solution to sin.
Call Out Sins of Haughtiness (Luke 11:43-46)
The second type of sin the text challenges us to call out is the sin of haughtiness. Christ tells the Pharisees that they want to be seen as above others. When He tells the Pharisees they are like “unmarked graves,” He is saying that their sin is subtle and sometimes unnoticeable, but they are still dead on the inside. When one of the lawyers told Christ that He was insulting them, our Lord told them that they are haughty too, because they charge and challenge people do things that are impossible and accomplish tasks that they don’t do themselves. This is haughtiness. When we call out this type of sin, we are doing a good service to others, because pride, arrogance, and haughtiness will debase, destroy, and deaden the person possessed by it (Prov. 16:18; 18:12). Leading people to Christ will lead them to a healthy and biblical view of themselves.
Call Out Sins of Hypocrisy (Luke 12:1-3)
The third and final type of sin the text teaches us to call out is the sin of hypocrisy. Christ warned His disciples about the acting of the Pharisees. A hypocrite is someone who pretends to be one way in public, but they are a totally different way in private. A hypocrite names the name of God, but their heart shames the name of God. The unfortunate thing for the hypocrite is that what is said in secret will be revealed in public. What is done in the dark will be exposed in the light. Again, we must speak the truth in love, so that the saints can grow thereby (Eph. 4:15). We must speak the gospel in love so the unsaved can be saved (Acts 16:16-34).
Conclusion
A doctor who does not warn a patient about a debilitating lifestyle, a life-threatening disease, or an allergenic substance is not a good doctor. A lawyer who does not warn his client about the consequences of lying on the stand is a bad lawyer. Likewise, a Christian who does not call out hypocrisy and point people to Christ, that Christian is not a faithful follower of Jesus. Let’s be courageous for the sake of the gospel. 
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