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Sermon Series: Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did
To be used with Session 3: Showing Love
Sermon Title Possibilities: Connecting with Compassion
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection with Unit Theme
To complement the Bible study “Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did,” this sermon challenges the church to be the Church. It shows us that compassion is the proper response to people with bad problems and predicaments. This teaching inspires us to be the hands and feet of Jesus by getting out of our comfort zones, going against our desire for convenience, and responding to other people’s pain mercifully. This sermon falls in line with Luke’s purpose of showing how Jesus is a Missionary to the messed-up (Luke 4:18-19), and how everyone matters to Jesus Christ (Luke 15:1-32).
Introduction
Luke 10 is an interesting and intriguing chapter. Herein, we see seventy-two disciples sent out on mission (Luke 10:1-24), we hear the parable of The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), and we witness two extreme responses to the presence of Christ in Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42). As we look at the chapter through the ministry of Jesus Christ, we see that Jesus Deploys His Workers (vv.1-24), Jesus Defines His Word (vv.25-37), and Jesus Distinguishes His Worship (vv.38-42). In this message, we move from connecting with concern and consideration, to connecting with compassion. No doubt, our concern and our consideration must be born out of our compassion for other human beings. In this sermon, I want to encourage us to show love by submitting, seeing, serving, and supporting with compassion.
Submitting with Compassion (Luke 10:25-28)
I see three theological concerns that deserve mentioning in these four verses: life, the law, and love. The life is in the lawyer’s question when he says, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” I pray God that each of us possess eternal life and proclaim eternal life. Then, there is the law. This is a reference to the Word of God. At the time of the text, it referred to the Old Testament. For us, it points to the whole Bible. Faithful followers of Jesus Christ submit to the whole Bible. Finally, the lawyer answers with love, when he says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself” (Deut. 6:5). Love is the disciple’s ID badge (John 13:34-35). Love makes us treat others right (1 John 3:16-18) and love motivates us to obey God (John 14:21). The more we fall in love with God, the more we will get alignment with God.
Seeing with Compassion (Luke 10:29-32)
The lawyer tried to justify himself by asking who his neighbor was. Jesus answered him by sharing what we call “The Parable of the God Samaritan.” The parable portrays three responses to happening upon a man who had been robbed, stripped, beaten, and left for dead. In the outset of the parable, Jesus made it clear that the two religious persons—the priest and the Levite—saw the man, but they didn’t serve the man. This is an indictment against those of us who preach grace, but don’t practice grace; those of us who are religious, but not responsive to the problems of other people; and those of us who may share the gospel, but don’t show the gospel. The Samaritan in the story is the one to model after. We must serve hurting people whenever we see hurting people.
Serving and Supporting with Compassion (Luke 10:33-37)
Someone said, “the way you see a man determines how you treat a man.” Frankly, love in our hearts is what drives loving acts with our hands. We ought to serve and support others with compassion because Christ teaches that the way we treat the less fortunate is the way we are treating Him (Matt. 25:31-46). Again, the Samaritan is our model. He sees the man and then serves the man. The Samaritan manifested his compassion by taking care of his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; putting him on his animal; bringing him into an inn; and taking care of the battered man further. On top of that, he paid the inn keeper and told him to charge any of the man’s expenses to his account—and promised to pay for the charges when he returned. Couched in the promise to pay was a commitment to return to check on the broken man further. The Samaritan modeled what showing love looks like. 
Conclusion
What kind of police officer would I be if I saw a crime being committed and didn’t try to stop or arrest the criminal? What kind of fireman would I be if I saw a house on fire and didn’t try to put it out. What kind of doctor would I be if I had the cure to cancer and wouldn’t share it? What kind of father would I be if I saw my children hungry and didn’t try to feed them. What kind of husband would I be if I saw my wife in danger and didn’t try to protect her? Each of us would probably answer terrible, bad, irresponsible, or sorry to each question. Let’s live with this question: What kind of Christians are we if we see people hurting and don’t try to help them? Let’s show love by submitting, seeing, serving, and supporting with compassion.
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