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Sermon Series: Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did
To be used with Session 2: Making Others a Priority
Sermon Title Possibilities: Connecting with Consideration
Scripture: Luke 7:36-48
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection with Unit Theme
To complement the Bible study “Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did,” this sermon will help us see what it looks like to love and embrace people from various walks of life. It will show us that when we are approachable, adaptable, and accessible to those who are rejected by society; then we are most like Jesus Christ. This message will help us examine ourselves through the lens of our Lord’s model. This message shows us what it looks like to be forgiven and be forgiving. It will show us what it looks like to walk in gratitude and to intentionally and consistently extend grace to others.
Introduction
In Luke chapter 7, Jesus shows concern for a young ruler (Luke 7:1-10), a grieving mother (Luke 7:11-17), a doubting disciple (Luke 7:18-35), and a sinful woman (Luke 7:36-50). The chapter is a testimony to the fact that Christ has a heart for healing the hurting. For instance, in Luke 7:1-10 Jesus Heals with His Word, in Luke 7:11-19 Jesus Heals the Wounded, in Luke 7:20-35 Jesus Heals as a Witness, and in Luke 7:36-50 Jesus Heals the Wicked. In this message, I want to encourage us to be the hands and feet of Jesus by having humility in our worship, works, and witness.
Having Humility in Our Worship (Luke 7:36-38)
This series and sermon title calls us to recognize how Jesus treated those He encountered. No doubt, He shows us how to accept and embrace persons who are considered less than. Christ responded to the invitation of a self-righteous person, and He was receptive to the touch of an unrighteous woman. It’s so refreshing to see that Christ embraces sinners on all levels. Christ invites those who look good but have bad hearts, and those who look bad but have repentant hearts. I don’t want us to only recognize how Christ treated those whom He encountered, I want us to see how the woman responded when she encountered Jesus. She worshipped! The language of the passage points to humble worship. Her alabaster jar of fragrant oil, her standing behind Him at His feet, and her wiping and washing His feet with her tears and her are all forms of worship. When we worship Christ in humility, we are more capable of considering others with servility.
Having Humility in Our Words (Luke 7:39-47)
The Pharisee revealed his heart with his words. He claimed that if Christ was truly a prophet, then He would know that the woman was a sinner and wouldn’t let her wash His feet (v.39). The Pharisee was self-righteous. He saw himself as better than the woman and he saw Jesus as less than God. Jesus showed the Pharisee by telling him a parable which communicates the extent to which a person sees themselves as forgiven is the extent to which that person will worship. Listen, the more we grapple with the grace of God, the more grateful we become for the grace of God. The more we see how accepted we are in Christ, the more accepting we become towards those outside of Christ. Grace makes us more grateful and more gracious. 
Having Humility in Our Witness (Luke 7:48-50)
The text shows us how to have humility in our worship and in our words. Christ then shows us how to have humility in our witness. He said to the woman “Your sins are forgiven.” After the Pharisees implied that Christ was not God-enough to forgive sins (no doubt the woman hearing them imply that her sins are not forgiven), Christ says to the woman further, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” Wow! Here are some hints on sharing the gospel with humility. We must preach the remission of sins (Luke 24:44-47), the regeneration of souls (John 1:10-13), and the reconciliation with God (2 Cor. 5:17-21). The phrase about her sins being forgiven is the remission of sins, the phrase about her faith saving her is about the regeneration of souls, and the phrase where He tells her to go in peace speaks of reconciliation with God. 
Conclusion
The late Dr. David L. Boyle Sr., used to tell a story about a dog that came barking, moaning, and scratching on a widower’s door at 3:00 in the morning. The man tried to shoo the dog away, but it kept barking, moaning, and scratching. When the man finally took the dog in, he saw that one leg was broken, one side was bruised badly, and its eye was swollen shut. The man bandaged and stinted the dog’s leg, he put salve and a patch on the dog’s eye, and he put ointment on its bruised side. The man nursed the dog back to health and in the process, he fell in love with the dog. After about a month, he woke up looking and calling for the dog, but it was gone. The man was furious, feeling that the dog used him when it was down and left him lonely when it got back up. After a few days, around3:00 in the morning, the man heard the same scratching, barking, and moaning that he had heard before. He opened the door, fussing at the dog for leaving him. The dog simply stepped to the left, and behind him were ten other puppies that were broken, bruised, and injured. The dog looked at the man as if he was saying, “if you can fix me, then I know you can fix them too.” May we carry that same attitude into this next week and bring some people to Jesus so He can fix them just like He fixed us.
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