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Sermon Series: Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did
To be used with Session 1: Meeting Needs
Sermon Title Possibilities: Connecting with Concern
Scripture: Luke 5:12-16, 27-32
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection with Unit Theme
To complement the Bible study “Connecting with Others Like Jesus Did” this sermon encourages Christians to be intentional, relational, and transformational. It challenges us not to be distant from other people, but rather devoted to adding value to other people. This sermon also challenges us to avoid helping people just for the sake of helping, but to be intentional about helping people for the sake of gaining the opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with them. This message will complement the lessons being taught in Bible study groups from the Gospel of Luke.
Introduction
Luke’s gospel is unique in that it portrays Jesus with an emphasis on bringing people to a decision to trust Him for their eternal salvation. Matthew wanted his readers to know that Jesus was the Messiah, Mark wanted his to know that Jesus was a Miracle-Worker, John wanted his to know that Jesus was the Master, but Luke wanted his readers to know that Jesus was a Missionary (Luke 19:10). Matthew shows us Jesus as a Hebrew, Mark shows us Jesus as a Helper, John shows us Jesus as Heavenly, but Luke shows us Jesus as One with a High-Calling (Luke 4:16-21). Matthew teaches us that Christ was Supernaturally Assigned, Mark teaches us that Jesus is Supernaturally Able, John teaches us that Jesus has Supernatural Authority, but Luke reveals that Jesus had a Supernatural Agneda (Luke 5: 27-32). In our text today, we are encouraged by the model of our Master to Expose the Gospel, Embody the Gospel, and Express the Gospel. 
Connecting to Expose the Gospel (Luke 5:12-13)
The fifth chapter of Luke is loaded with inspiration for living out the purposes of our Lord. In verses one through eleven—along with twenty-seven to thirty-two—Jesus Explains His Purpose. In twelve to twenty-six, Jesus Exemplifies His Power. Then, in verses thirty-three through thirty-nine Jesus Elevates His Program. In our passage, the Lord connects with an outcast. He listens to the lowest of the low. In that day, a person with leprosy was considered to be unclean and was to be avoided at all costs. Instead of avoiding him and abandoning him, Jesus touched him. When Christ touched the person and declared him clean, Jesus revealed His power. He exposes the power of the gospel. The words of Jesus and the touch of Jesus are the essence of the good news. Jesus teaches that whoever believes in the Word of God and the Son of God can be saved (John 3:15-18). Sharing the Word of God and operating in the power of God among lost people is connecting to expose the gospel.
Connecting by Embodying the Gospel (Luke 5:15)
As people heard about Jesus, they huddled around Him, and the sick were healed by Him. The persona and power of Christ was the pull of Christ. In other words, how Christ lived and labored for the Father is what made people want to place their faith in the Father. This must be  true for us. As we walk in the Spirit of God and work in the power of God, it makes people want to place their faith in the Son of God. We are to be the salt (Matt. 5:13), the light (Matt. 5:14), the candles (Matt. 5:15), and the workers (Matt. 5:16) that magnify Jesus, glorify God, and draw people to a saving faith. If we embody the gospel, the people in our day will do what the people in the text did. They will hear the Word of Truth, they will heed the message, and they will be healed of their spiritual lostness—just as the people were healed of their physical infirmities.
Connecting for Expressing the Gospel (Luke 5:27-32)
In this portion of our passage, Jesus demonstrates afresh that no one is ineligible from being reached by Jesus Christ. Our Lord chooses to call a person who is considered to be an extortioner and traitor to the Jewish people. Tax collectors worked for the Roman government, and they worked against the Jewish people. Despite his occupation and compromise for money, Jesus still called Levi to be His disciple. Connecting to express the gospel is all about having an evangelistic lifestyle. Our Lord shows us three ways to have an evangelistic lifestyle. We see in the text, A Call to Action (v.27-28), A Commitment to Association (v.29-30), and A Clarity of Agenda (v.31-32). When Jesus told Levi to “Follow me” He called for a decision. When we share Christ, we must call for a decision. When Christ ate with Levi and his publican friends, He put himself around lost people to gain the right and opportunity to share the good news with them. Likewise, we must abandon our church-bubbles and get around some lost people for the express purpose of sharing the gospel with them. Finally, Christ made it clear that He didn’t come to reach the religious and the self-righteous, He came to reach those who \ were lost and needed a Savior. We see this clarity when He says, “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” You and I must have that same kind of clarity of mission. 
Conclusion
Revelation requires a response. So, the question is: How will you respond to the message, the model, and/or the mission of our Lord? The truth is, if you have not connected with Christ personally, you cannot connect for Christ missionally. If you don’t know Jesus in the pardonof your sins and the regeneration of your soul, place your faith in Him today. However, if you are saved, you  make a commitment to follow His model today. Let’s give ourselves intentionally, connecting to expose the gospel; connecting by embodying the gospel; and connecting for expressing the gospel.
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