Sermon Title: What a privilege!
To be used with Session: 6 A Mission Without Boundaries
Scripture: Acts 1:8

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Mission Without Boundaries”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that sharing the message of Christ is a privilege that could take you anywhere.
Introduction: The word “privilege” means “a benefit enjoyed by a particular person or a restricted group of people beyond the advantages of most.”[footnoteRef:1] The culture wars taking place currently in our nation have given this word a negative connotation and we would all agree that privilege that denigrates or abuses other people is not acceptable. However, the fact remains that privileges which neither denigrate nor abuse others exist in every sphere of life. It’s a privilege to be a mother or father. It’s a privilege to be a U.S. citizen. It’s a privilege to receive an education. And it’s a privilege to share the message of Christ. How so? Acts 1:8 give us some insight into this. [1:  https://www.dictionary.com/browse/privilege] 

1. It’s a privilege to receive power through the Holy Spirit, v.8 “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you”

a. The Holy Spirit saves us
The Bible states clearly that a person who trusts Jesus Christ for salvation receives the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:5-6 says “he saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy—through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. He poured out his Spirit on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior”. This regeneration and renewal is the result of the Holy Spirit working powerfully in us to save us. And what a privilege it is! On our own, we aren’t worthy of His presence or the gift of salvation, but His mercy and grace make it possible.

b. The Holy Spirit allows us to know the things of God
1 Corinthians 2:11-12 states, “For who knows a person’s thoughts except his spirit within him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who comes from God, so that we may understand what has been freely given to us by God.” What a privilege it is to be allowed to understand the heart and mind of God! We can know what He loves and hates, wants and rejects, His will and His ways. For the purpose of this study, we can apply this privilege to understanding God’s love for the lost. He wants people to be saved, and we get the privilege of leading them to Christ.

c. The Holy Spirit empowers our witness
It’s hard to think about the Holy Spirit without eventually thinking about power. In the Old Testament, the presence of the Holy Spirit is often associated with a powerful event (Samson is a clear example). It’s right for believers today to continue the association. When Jesus was preparing His disciples for His departure, He promised them the Holy Spirit would come and be with them. He also said in John 14:26, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.” That’s a privilege and a promise we need to claim while sharing the message of Christ. The Holy Spirit can guide our thoughts and our words while we share the gospel, helping us to give a clear witness.

2. It’s a privilege to share the truth about Jesus Christ, v.8 “you will be my witnesses”

a. Witnesses get to tell their story
Sometimes we overthink sharing the message of Christ. Truthfully, every believer can share the message of Christ immediately after their conversion by simply sharing their story of being saved. It can’t get much easier; we just tell what happened to us. It doesn’t require memorization or clever diagrams because it’s a story, our story, and no one knows it better than us. We don’t have to be a seminary graduate or Bible scholar, or a persuasive speaker. We tell others what we saw and heard, just like a witness in a court of law. What a privilege that is! 

b. Witnesses get to glorify Jesus
This may not sound like a privilege, but it truly benefits us to share the message of Christ in ways that glorify Him instead of ourselves. If our verbal witness in any way gives us credit for the work of Christ in our lives, it sets us up for failure. Even though we’re saved, we’re still sinners that sin and make mistakes. And when we do sin, it robs our witness of its authenticity. However, bragging on Jesus and His power to save puts the focus all on Him. We glorify Jesus when we acknowledge we are a sinner in need of saving, which Jesus did in spite of our sin. We show the glory of a Savior who loves us enough to die for us, receiving the penalty of our sin upon Himself. When our witness makes it clear that getting saved wasn’t something we did but Jesus did for us, we glorify Him and that’s a privilege.

c. Witnesses get the honor of presenting the truth 
The lines between truth and what is not true have blurred significantly in the last few years. False claims can be as simple as a misleading “click bait” headline on a social media post or as devastating as computer-generated images designed to deceive and destroy. Ask anyone who has fallen for some type of scam about their feelings regarding the deception and lies and you’ll hear disdain, frustration, and most likely a good bit of anger. The world doesn’t necessarily honor the conveyance of truth, but God does. It is an honorable thing to speak the truth, especially in the midst of untruth. As believers, we need to remember that the gospel is completely true. Our witness isn’t an effort to convince someone to believe the latest theory or ideology. The gospel is true, it changes lives, and we are doing an honorable thing when we proclaim it.

3. It’s a privilege to be sent to the world, v.8 “Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
    the end of the earth”

a.  We share a compelling message
The importance of the message about Christ can’t be overstated. The eternal destiny of every person on the planet is dependent upon their response to the message. Therefore, it is a compelling message, a message that demands a response and in a timely fashion. The sense of urgency is real when you consider the outcome for those who don’t believe. A complacent response by the unrepentant sinner to the gospel is taking a gamble; their life could end today. And a life that ends in rejection of the gospel will spend eternity in hell, experiencing eternal suffering and pain. Conversely, the one who places their faith in Christ receives the gift of eternal life in a place Jesus called paradise. A lot is at stake, and the message must be shared with urgency.

b.  We share a comprehensive message
In spite of accusations that say Christianity is exclusive, believers know just how inclusive the gospel is. The ASV states John 3:16 this way: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.” The word “whosoever” is a game changer. It makes it clear that anyone, no matter their ethnicity, skin color, or level of education can be saved simply by believing in the Son. A person’s past, no matter how good or bad has no influence on Christ’s decision to save. The gospel is a one-size-fits-all kind of proposition; all need to hear it.

c.  We share a compassionate message
We turn again to John 3:16 to see that the gospel is the inevitable outgrowth of God’s love for the world, “For God so loved the world”. God’s command for the world to believe in the Son is not rooted in petty selfishness or issued by a dictator. God commands us to believe because He has put our interests first before His own. His love for us is a self-sacrificing, unconditional, action-oriented kind of love, a love that sent His Son to the cross to pay the price for our sins. And His compassion doesn’t end there. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us the Lord “is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.” God truly loves the sinner and wants them to receive forgiveness and the gift of eternal life. This is the compassionate message we must share. And to be given the responsibility to take to the world a message this compelling, this comprehensive, and this compassionate I can only say this: what a privilege!

Conclusion: “Oh, the Places You'll Go!” by Dr. Seuss is a book that uses rhyme, humor, and whimsical illustrations to describe the journey of life and the challenges it contains. Throughout the book, sage advice is offered up, and encouragement to meet and conquer obstacles is a common theme. However, emphasizing the details can cause us to miss the simple, broad message of the book: life is going to take us places. The same is true when we have life in Jesus Christ – it will take us places. But here’s the point: if you will commit yourself to fulfill your mission to share the gospel . . . Oh, the Places You’ll Go!
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