Sermon Title: Speaking to the Greeks
To be used with Session: 5 A Mission Outside Your Comfort Zone
Scripture: Acts 11:19-24

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Mission Outside Your Comfort Zone”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that the gospel crosses cultures—and so should we.
Introduction: The phrase “The best way to destroy an enemy is to make him a friend” is attributed to Abraham Lincoln. This reversal for how we view people can also be used regarding unpleasant tasks. It might go something like this: “The best way to perform an unpleasant task is to make it pleasant.” If we apply this concept to this session, we might say, “The best way to share the gospel with other cultures outside our comfort zone is to make those cultures a part of our comfort zone.” What if there was a way to make sharing the gospel with people in other cultures as comfortable as speaking with a life-long friend? Acts 11 can show us how.

1. Be ready to share Jesus within your culture, v.19 “those who had been scattered . . . speaking the word to no one except Jews”

a. Share Jesus regardless of your personal circumstances

The believer that has expanded their comfort zone to include other cultures has made a fundamental decision about sharing the gospel: a witness isn’t something we do, it’s something we are. When sharing the gospel is simply a task to accomplish and then move on to bigger and better things, we will always struggle with obedience. Too many things can be seen as obstacles and sideline even the best intentions. Notice the believers mentioned in v.19 had been subject to “persecution” to the point that they became scattered all over the area, yet they were willing to “speak the word”. Opposition can be a big obstacle to sharing the gospel, but they didn’t let their circumstances interfere with their witness. They understood they were witnesses of the gospel no matter where they were or what the circumstances.

b. Share Jesus as you go

The believers of v.19 model for us the Great Commission given by Jesus to His followers. In Matthew 28:19 the word “Go” means “as you go” which frames sharing the gospel as a part of daily life instead of a specific task. This has a way of moving us outside the comfort zone of our culture because we will inevitably share the gospel with someone who is different from us. Sharing Jesus as we go through our daily routines will cut across generational, political, and cultural differences that can expand our comfort zone for sharing the gospel.


c. Become accustomed to sharing Jesus in your comfort zone

If our goal is to expand our ability to share Jesus with others who are different from us, a fundamental step would be to master the act of simply sharing Christ. This in no way implies less reliance on the Holy Spirit and more reliance on technique or our own wisdom. Rather, it’s simply the application of a time tested truth: practice makes perfect. And practicing in the safety of our comfort zones can quickly help believers become more accustomed to the words and ways we can share.

2. Be prepared to share Jesus with others beyond your culture, v.20 “speaking to the Greeks”

a. Be prepared to accept a servant attitude

When we look at v.20 through the lens of Scripture and 2,000 years of history, we know  that a major step for the spread of the gospel took place. The first believers in Jesus were Jews and these initial believers struggled with the issue of Gentiles becoming Christians. However, things changed after Peter went to Cornelius’ house and spoke the word to this Gentile household. Now in v.20 we see the word spoken “to the Greeks”, another way of referencing Gentiles. This was a huge step, but did you notice who took it? V.20 says simply, “some of them, men from Cyprus and Cyrene”. No names and no fanfare, just some people who were willing to proclaim “the good news about the Lord Jesus” to whosoever would listen. This models for us a critical attitude necessary for sharing the gospel beyond our culture: a servant attitude. We must be prepared to share the gospel with the attitude of serving others instead of making a name for ourselves.

b. Be prepared to adopt a “body of Christ” mentality

Humanly speaking, we tend to emphasize the things that separate us instead of what we share in common. Conversely, groups of people tend to attract other people just like the group. As believers, we must guard against these tendencies and one way to do that is to adopt a “body of Christ” mentality. A “body of Christ” mentality is one that agrees with the biblical model for the body of Christ that is made up of different parts but makes up one body (Romans 12:3-5). All the parts do not have the same function, yet they are interdependent on one another to produce a healthy body. In this view, the body of Christ needs parts that look, sound, and function differently yet support the body. This mentality can prepare us to share Christ with someone  who is culturally different from us.

c. Be prepared to adjust your motivation 

Similar to adopting a “body of Christ” mentality is adjusting our motivation for sharing the gospel. Notice that these no-name believers who were willing to “speak to the Greeks” proclaimed a specific message: “the good news about the Lord Jesus”. They weren’t looking for allies to help them combat the persecution they had experienced, nor were they in a building program in need of more contributors. They possessed news that would benefit whosoever believes, news that was worth sharing for the sake of those who hear and respond. Plainly said, our motivation to share Jesus is not to produce more Baptists but to expand the Kingdom. We plead with a friend to trust Christ not because we need more church members but because we care for their soul.
3. Be willing to go where God sends you, even when crossing cultural boundaries, v.22 “they sent out Barnabas”

a.  We will be willing if our character is guided by goodness

I don’t think it’s a coincidence that Luke took the time to describe Barnabas to his readers in this context. For this new development in Christianity to take root and bear fruit in the kingdom, someone had to nurture it, and Barnabas was the right one to do so. Luke sums up Barnabas’ character in the phrase, “a good man”. It suggests a man whose worldview is grounded in what is biblically good and seeks that which is good, whether for himself or others. In other words, Barbabas knew good when he saw it and the faith of these Gentile believers was good, so good that he encouraged “all of them”. The believer who is willing to go and share the gospel wherever God sends knows that there is no higher form of good than a repentant soul that has been saved by Jesus.

b.  We will be willing if our actions are guided by the Holy Spirit

One of the benefits of the new covenant established through Jesus’ death and resurrection is the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. No longer will the Holy Spirit come upon a person, later to leave. He dwells in us and stays, and this was true of Barnabas; he was “full of the Holy Spirit”. The Greek word used for “full” means “covered over” and that provides a good word picture for the intent of the verse. Everything Barnabas said and did was influenced by the Holy Spirit. And when the church chose him to investigate the circumstances in Antioch, we can believe confidently that the Holy Spirit told him to go.
We can also be confident that the Holy Spirit will also tell us to go and share the gospel, even if it demands crossing cultural boundaries.

c.  We will be willing if our life is guided by faith

Barnabas was also a man who was “full of faith.” Barnabas interpreted all of life and its challenges through the lens of his faith in Jesus Christ. This is why v.23 stated, “When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad”. He knew these new believers had received the greatest gift of all and were now children of God, citizens of an eternal kingdom, and nothing or no one could take those things away from them. Today the greatest joy for a believer should be the evidence that a sinner has truly been saved. Is that true of you? If you make it so, you’ll be willing to cross cultural boundaries to share the gospel.


Conclusion: Cultures can vary widely but every culture shares stories; stories are cross-cultural. The language may be different, but the story and its meaning can transcend culture. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the greatest story ever told, and it crosses cultural boundaries with the universal good news of Jesus Christ. It speaks to every person regardless of their ethnicity or race. Since the gospel crosses cultural barriers, we who have the privilege to speak it should do the same.
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