Sermon Title: Praying For Open Doors
To be used with Session: A Mission Soaked in Prayer
Scripture: Colossians 4:2-6

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Mission Soaked in Prayer”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that God empowers and emboldens us to share the gospel.
Introduction: During the 2025 Wild Card Play-off game between the Philadelphia Eagles and the Green Bay Packers, Eagles receiver A. J. Brown was videoed reading a book on the sidelines. The book was titled “Inner Excellence: Train Your Mind for Extraordinary Performance and the Best Possible Life”, by Jim Murphy. Later when Brown was asked about the book, he posted on social media this explanation, “This game is 90% mental and 10% physical for me. I bring it to every game and I read it between each drive," Brown wrote. "I use it to refocus and lock in despite what may transpire in the game good or bad."[endnoteRef:1] We might think reading a book during a football game would be counter-productive, but it worked for A. J. Brown. It helped him keep his head in the game and perform his mission on the field. [1:  https://www.nfl.com/news/eagles-wr-a-j-brown-discusses-viral-reading-moment-in-wild-card-win-calls-book-the-recipe-to-his-mental-game#:~:text=Eagles%20WR%20A.J.%20Brown%20explains,the%20midst%20of%20any%20contest.] 

		Our mission as believers is to share Jesus and there are all sorts of strategies that can help us be effective, but often the most effective strategy is overlooked: prayer. Paul makes it clear to the Colossians and believers today that prayer will empower and embolden a believer’s witness. 

1. Prayer can keep us aware of our Mission, v.2 “ Devote yourselves to prayer”
a. Devoted prayer aligns believers with Christ’s commission.
Jesus told His followers to go and make disciples, a commission that extends to believers today. Most believers are aware of the command but it’s fairly common to struggle with actually obeying it. One way we can be more faithful to His commission is through devoted prayer. Honest, God-focused prayer has a way of aligning our thoughts, desires, and actions with God’s will. And if believers are listening during their devoted prayer, the Holy Spirit will remind them of the main reason Jesus came: to save. This will inevitably lead to a clearer understanding of our mission and its urgency.
b. Devoted prayer sharpens our spiritual sensitivity.
Have you ever bought a car thinking it was special and then later see other people everywhere driving the same model you bought? I don’t think it’s because they all bought the same model at the same time you did; it’s simply that owning that model made you more aware of its presence among all the other cars. Likewise, prayer that is devoted to fulfilling our mission has a way of making us more aware of opportunities to share and it’s more than just thinking about it more often. Prayer can help us hear more clearly the voice of the Holy Spirit when He prompts us to share.
c. Devoted prayer develops an attitude of thanksgiving. 
A valuable by-product of devoted prayer is an ever-increasing awareness of the blessing we have in knowing Jesus personally. Likewise, our gratitude towards Him for saving us and sanctifying us should increase as well. This awareness and gratitude can help motivate us to share the gospel. Obviously, Jesus commanded us to tell others about Him so our main motivation to do so is our desire to obey Him, but a secondary motivator is our gratitude for Jesus saving us. We want others to receive the blessing we have and the best way to do that is share Christ.

2. Prayer can open doors for the Mission, v.3 “God may open a door”
a. Pray for God-ordained opportunities to share the gospel.
Truthfully, God wants believers to be His witnesses 24/7 but Paul new firsthand that any number of obstacles can hinder the spread of the Gospel. Paul was also aware of the spiritual warfare taking place daily in the lives of believers (Ephesians 6:10-20). Consequently, he advised the Colossians to pray “that God may open a door to us for the word”. Here we see not only Paul’s recognition of God’s sovereign control but also his dependence upon God to prepare the witness and the hearer. Praying for God-ordained opportunities acknowledges God’s power to soften hearts, align encounters, and guide conversations.
b. Pray for clarity.
Paul’s desire was “to speak the mystery of Christ”. Typically, the usage of “mystery” in the New Testament was to describe something that had been previously hidden but was now revealed. Paul used it to describe the gospel of Jesus Christ, something that had previously been unknown but was now revealed through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It was this gospel he wanted to share, and this alone. This is a good guideline for believers as they share. Many times those we speak with attempt to divert the conversation. Praying for clarity with regards to the gospel includes being able to return the conversation to the person’s need for Christ.
c. Pray for boldness. 
In the New Testament, Paul is the poster child for evangelism. We learn from and imitate him today in order to share the gospel effectively. This makes v.4 somewhat surprising. Paul is concerned about sharing the gospel “as I should”? Doesn’t it just flow out of him? A clue to Paul’s meaning is seen in the phrase “for which I am in chains”. Paul doesn’t want personal suffering to hinder his delivery of the gospel, so what we really see is his desire to share the gospel boldly. He asked the Colossians to pray about that. We should do the same, asking God for boldness to share the gospel no matter the consequences.

3. Prayer can help believers act wisely during the Mission, v.5 “Act wisely”
a.  It’s wise to seize the opportunity to share Christ.
God promises to give believers wisdom if we ask for it in faith. Asking God to provide wisdom prior to sharing Christ is a wise thing to do. Paul focuses on 3 ways that wisdom can help us successfully share the gospel with others. The first way is by “making the most of the time.” The Greek word behind this phrase means “to buy out” or “buy up”. With regards to our mission, it describes wisely seizing an opportunity to share Christ. It suggests not only immediacy but also urgency. In other words, when the opportunity to share Christ comes along, take it!
b.  It’s wise to lead with grace.
The wisdom God will give us while sharing the gospel with others will include using gracious speech. This is not to say we avoid speaking about sin and its consequences, but it is to say that a genuine concern for the other person’s wellbeing must be communicated up front. Our job isn’t to judge the person’s choices in life, or their current worldview; our job is to be one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread. When we communicate genuine concern, it’s more likely we will have a receptive audience, and leading with grace will do that.
c.  It’s wise to listen to each person with whom we share Christ.
The spiritual condition of every lost person is the same, but each one has a different story. That’s why asking God for wisdom is a wise thing to do. Paul declares that depending on God’s wisdom and guidance will help us “know how you should answer each person.” This demands that we listen to their story. Sooner or later, they will state their reason for rejecting the gospel but that’s not the time to start preaching. Asking more questions like, “How did you come to believe that?” or “How does that belief benefit you?” or even “Can you explain that a little more so I can understand your position better?” will eventually reveal an inconsistency with the gospel and God’s word. Only when we dig deep enough into their story will we know how to answer each person.

Conclusion: In the book, “Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God”, Henry Blackaby encouraged his readers to connect the dots between their prayers and what happens next. Doing so will help believers know and do God’s will and that includes sharing the gospel. This task is too big for us to attempt on our own. Our mission to make disciples needs to be soaked in prayer that asks for awareness, open doors, and wisdom. The great news is that God will empower and embolden believers to share the gospel.
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