Sermon Title: The Exclusive Gospel
To be used with Session: 2 A Mission With A Message
Scripture: John 14:6

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Mission With A Message”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that we can have a relationship with God through Christ alone.
Introduction: Josh McDowell is an evangelical Christian apologist and evangelist. He is the author or co-author of over 150 books. In his book, “The New Tolerance” he states that tolerance used to mean respecting others’ beliefs and practices without sharing them. The new tolerance means every single individual’s belief, values, lifestyles, and truth claims are equal or valid. Not only is that very different from the old definition, but it also creates a lot of problems. When you say that every belief system, every truth claim is equal to every other one, it produces chaos. The new definition of tolerance has taken root in our culture and has led to an increase in bias against Christians. When our fallen world looks at Christianity through the lens of tolerance, they see Christianity as exclusive, a trait they no longer value. And they’re right. It is. The Bible is clear: true faith is exclusive. 
1. There is no way to the Father outside of Jesus, v.6 “way”
a. Jesus is the only road
In v.1-4, Jesus has implied that He would soon be returning to the Father, and the way for that return will be seen in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Yet in spite of the numerous times Jesus spoke of His death, Thomas voices what the rest were thinking: “Lord,” Thomas said, “we don’t know where you’re going. How can we know the way?” Jesus’ answer, “I am the way” shows that Jesus knows the only way for Him to remain in a right relationship with the Father is through the cross and so it will be for anyone who seeks the Father. Jesus is the only road that connects sinful humanity with a holy God.
b. Only His death can atone for sin
The gap between sinful humanity and a holy God exists because of our sin. The sin problem must be dealt with in order to remain with Jesus. When Jesus died on the cross, it was an atonement for sin. Atone means to make amends for a crime or offense. The death of an ordinary person lacks the power to atone for sin, but the death of the sinless Son of God sacrificially paid the price for sin and thereby satisfied God’s wrath against sin. Only His sacrifice is sufficient for the forgiveness of sin.
c. Any other road is a dead end
Every religion other than Christianity that promotes salvation does so in relation to works, accomplishments, or activities initiated by the worshippers. The simple message is people can save themselves if they just try hard enough. The truth is that we can’t save ourselves. God’s requirement from us for a relationship with Him is perfection, which no one has ever succeeded in doing, except one: Jesus. Only He can impute His righteousness to us. Any other “way” is a dead end. 

2. There is no truth outside of Jesus, v.6 “truth”
a. Jesus is the source of general truth
Wherever we find truth, regardless of if it’s within the context of physics, relationships, or politics, Jesus is the source. As Creator of the universe, Jesus set truth as the unifying principle against which all things are measured. Water freezes at 32 degrees Fahrenheit, 2 + 2 = 4, and Jesus is the one who set that in place. And because of His perfect nature, nothing untrue comes from Him.
b. Jesus is the source of spiritual truth
Because all truth has its source in Jesus, it follows that spiritual truth depends on Him as well. No one but Jesus has revealed the Father truthfully. Jesus spoke His words, obeyed His will, and modeled His character. We know what the Father is like because of Jesus. We can therefore trust the truthfulness of Jesus’ statement, “No one comes to the Father except through me.”
c. Truth is exclusive
This leads to an inevitable conclusion, one that most likely isn’t popular with our fallen world today. By nature, truth is and must be exclusive. If truth can also contain error, opinions, and irrationality, it ceases to be truth. The exclusiveness of the gospel doesn’t mean the gospel is petty, mean-spirited, or hateful. The gospel is exclusive because it is rooted in the truth, which is exclusive. 

3. There is no life outside of Jesus, v.6 “life”
a. Every human life apart from Jesus is doomed
It’s no secret that every person eventually dies a physical death. But the Bible teaches clearly that there is a “second death” that waits for those who aren’t saved. This second death occurs through Christ’s judgment and is applied to all who refused to place their faith in Christ. Words like “eternal punishment” and “outer darkness” are used to describe it. The fate of the non-believer lasts forever but there is nothing about it that suggests life.
b. Jesus can give us abundant, eternal life
Jesus’ resurrection proved His authority over death and his generosity regarding life. Only He has the power to erase the eternal consequences of sin and bestow the gift of eternal life. This gift of life obviously benefits us after we die but it also gives a sense of what life is truly meant to be. Without Jesus, we experience a truncated, limited life that is dependent on our own resources. With Jesus, we have a peace that passes understanding, a Comforter that will take care of us, and a hope that is sure.
c. Life in Jesus is exclusive
One of the arguments used against the existence of God is that a loving God would never send anyone to hell. The idea that He would wrecks our sense of fairness and makes God either an unloving God or nonexistent. To be clear, God doesn’t send anyone to hell. Rather, eternal punishment is the consequence of rejecting God’s offer of salvation. Likewise, eternal life is the blessing we receive when we trust Jesus, and that makes life in Jesus exclusive. It’s exclusive because the outcome of a person’s life is dependent on a decision. 
Conclusion: Singer Sheryl Crow said recently in a New York Post interview: “I believe in God. I believe in Jesus and Buddha and Mohammed and all those that were enlightened. I wouldn’t say necessarily that I’m a strict Christian. I’m not sure I believe in heaven.”[endnoteRef:1] There you have it: a faith that includes a little bit of everything. That kind of faith will help you get along with the crowd, but it won’t allow you to be in a right relationship with God. You cannot truly believe in Jesus and Buddha at the same time. A relationship with God is made possible only by faith in Christ alone. [1:  https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/preaching/sermon-illustrations/sheryl-crow-embraces-multiple-religions/] 
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