Sermon Title: Ready At Any Time
To be used with Session: 1 A Mission Full of Opportunities
Scripture: I Peter 3:15-16

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Mission Full Of Opportunities”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that because we intersect daily with people who need Christ, we need to be ready to share at any time.
Introduction: As a staff member at the church I serve, we decided to receive CPR training. The training included the use of a defibrillator, a device that can deliver an electrical shock that can restore a proper heart rate. This is life-and-death stuff so I was amazed at the simplicity of some of the training. By simple, I mean, “Always store the defibrillator in the same place”. Then there was, “Follow the instructions attached to the defibrillator”. These are common-sense directions but in an unexpected moment when a life is on the line, simple is good. Simple is also good when we unexpectedly have the opportunity to share the gospel during our regular routines. It’s important stuff and can make us nervous, so keeping it simple can set us up for success. How can we keep it simple when sharing Christ in our daily routine?
1. Keep your relationship with Jesus healthy, v.15a

a. See Jesus as holy, v.15a “holy”
Peter knew better than most of the apostles the importance of having a healthy relationship with Jesus. His betrayal during Jesus’ trial taught him that. And so he is writing from the position of first-hand experience when he wrote “regard Christ the Lord as holy”. Regarding Christ as holy means we recognize and yield to the absolute “otherness” of Jesus. He is greater than us in every way yet desires to be in a close intimate relationship with us. His holiness also means that Jesus will act with justice and mercy towards us. A holy view of Jesus will promote a healthy relationship with Him.

b. See Jesus as your supreme authority, v.15a “Lord”
Peter added the phrase, “the Lord” after “Christ” and with good reason. “Lord” describes one who has supreme authority. It can be synonymous to “sir” but the context favors the weightier meaning. To see Jesus as your supreme authority will keep your relationship with Him healthy in a number of ways. Honoring Jesus as our supreme authority demonstrates a correct understanding of the relationship. Jesus is in charge and we are not. It also shows our trust in Him and our willingness to serve Him. A healthy relationship with Jesus includes honoring Him as Lord.

c. See Jesus as the One who shapes your character, v.15a “heart”
“Heart” is often used in Scripture to describe the seat of one’s thoughts, emotions, and desires. It represents the essence of who we are. Peter prescribed acknowledging the holiness and authority of Jesus “in your hearts”. This means more than mentally agreeing the Jesus is holy and supreme. His holiness and authority begin shaping our identity, signaling the movement of sanctification. We start to resemble Jesus through the re-shaping of our character. A healthy relationship with Jesus will lead us to be like Him.

2. Keep your focus on sharing your hope in Christ, v.15b

a. Share the hope of salvation, v.15b “hope”
Even though “hope” is just one word, it represents many things in the Christian life. At its core, hope represents the rescue from God’s wrath every believer experiences. We’ve been saved from something and that something is the wrath of God. God’s wrath towards sin that should have been applied to us has been rerouted to the wrath placed on Jesus at the cross. This is a hope not everyone has yet it gets to the heart of the problem that everyone has, and that’s sin. Focusing on our need for salvation helps keep our testimony simple.

b. Share the hope of eternal life, v.15b “hope”
Not only have believers been saved from something, we’ve also been saved to something: saved to eternal life. John 3:16 shows this in a simple way: “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” Our Christian hope is not like worldly hope that is rooted in uncertainty. Our reception of the gift of eternal life upon conversion also gives us certainty of the life to come. We know we will spend eternity with Jesus. 

c. Share the hope of Christ’s immediate presence, v.15b “hope”
One of the Apostle Paul’s favorite phrases was “Christ in you”. One of the promises contained in the gospel is that the presence of Christ will take up residence in the heart of those who believe in Him. His presence gives us hope in many ways. Because of His presence in us, we know we will never face anything alone. Because of His presence in us, we know He will never leave us or forsake us. Because of His presence in us, we know that our salvation is real and one day Jesus will welcome us into eternity with Him.

3. Keep a clear conscience through good conduct

a.  Good conduct will validate the message, v.16 “gentleness and respect” 
It should really be obvious without saying this, but a verbal witness that isn’t in agreement with a person’s conduct is suspect. Unfortunately, we’ve seen too many instances where this is the case. Peter understood this so his instructions included sharing our Christian hope with “gentleness and respect”. The goal of sharing the Christian hope isn’t to win an argument or prove we’re right. If it is, the harshness of our witness will contradict the goodness of the gospel. Good conduct demonstrates the power of Christ to not only save us but also transform us more into His image.

b.  Good conduct will give us confidence, v.16 “clear conscience”
Generally speaking, a “clear conscience” is a conscience that is free from guilt, embarrassment, or shame. We all experience those negative feelings occasionally because we all sin, but it shouldn’t be the norm. Such feelings can do a lot of damage, but the main result is a loss of confidence. Conversely, a clear conscience can boost our confidence and help us share the gospel more willingly. Its not that we believe we’ve reached sinless perfection, but it is a sense that our conduct matches our words and we can speak confidently of how God has worked in our lives.

c.  Good conduct will be our best defense, v.16 “put to shame”
Its unfortunate, but not everyone is receptive to the gospel or those who practice it. Inevitably, believers will be treated differently, accused of outlandish things, and even vilified by those who oppose the gospel. In those circumstances, our best defense is good, godly conduct. If we lower ourselves to respond to attacks in the same way as those who initiate them, we will bring shame upon ourselves and Jesus. Instead, let’s allow our good conduct to prove our innocence without resorting to ungodly actions.

Conclusion: The unexpected opportunity to share the gospel during our daily tasks can catch us off-guard or intimidate us with feelings of unpreparedness or inadequacy. Responding well to such opportunities can be aided by keeping it simple: keep your relationship with Jesus in good order, share with others the hope you have in Jesus, and back it all up by living worthy of the calling you’ve received.
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