Sermon Title: A Courageous Witness
To be used with Session: 3 A Mission Met with Courage
Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:7-8

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “A Mission Met with Courage”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that God gives us courage to speak boldly about Christ.
Introduction: In the movie, “The Wizard of Oz”, one of the main characters was the cowardly lion. In his eyes, his fear of nearly everything voided the classic title of “King of the forest” and replaced it with “coward”, a label he didn’t want. He wanted courage but believed he had none and his only hope was to go to the wizard who might give him courage. But in a classic plot twist, he and the other three main characters eventually understood they already possessed what they sought from the wizard. Throughout their journey to see the wizard, the lion demonstrated courage many times, but a faulty definition of courage kept him from realizing it.
	Generally speaking, courage isn’t the absence of fear; courage is doing the right thing in spite of fear. It appears that perhaps Timothy had allowed fear to make him reluctant to share the gospel and Paul addresses Timothy’s reluctance in these verses. Paul knew it was important for Timothy to share Jesus and to do so boldly. In the same way, God wants believers today to speak boldly about Christ and that’s going to take courage sometimes, but here’s the good news: we already have what we need to do so.
1. It’s courageous to share Jesus when we’re afraid, “not given us a spirit of fear” v.7
a. The Holy Spirit is our source for power. 
One of the great gifts we receive when we put our trust in Jesus is the presence of the Holy Spirit. And like all of the other spiritual gifts, we possess the Spirit but we must also cooperate with the Spirit. In some ways, receiving the Holy Spirit is synonymous with receiving power (Acts 1:8) and this power is especially beneficial when we are afraid to speak boldly for Christ.
Let’s face it: all kinds of fears can silence our witness. We’re afraid of what people might think about us, afraid we don’t have enough Scripture memorized, and afraid our gospel presentation might be so messed up that no one would ever respond positively. Those fears are real but also an indication that we are relying on our own power instead of God’s power. For every fear that threatens to silence our witness, God has the power to overcome them. 
b. The Holy Spirit is our source for love. 
Tina Turner asked, “What’s Love Got to Do With It?” but love has a lot to do with a courageous proclamation of the gospel. As the Holy Spirit cultivates in us a loving perspective towards the lost, our witnessing becomes less of a chore and more of an act of compassion. Loving lost people isn’t always easy; the effects of their enslavement to sin can be painful to watch and difficult to handle but that’s when love is imperative. Our love for the lost person can drive out whatever fear that threatens to silence our witness.


c. The Holy Spirit is our source for sound judgment.
Believers must continually allow the Holy Spirit to remind them that the gospel is the truth. Any other worldview, religion, or ideology that leaves out Jesus is false. This affirmation of the truth of the gospel promotes a “sound mind” which also means “discipline”. This discipline to the truth of the gospel will demand a forthright presentation of the facts, without any extra bells and whistles to make it easy to hear or accept. When you know you’re speaking the truth, you have no reason to fear.


2. It’s courageous to share Jesus when others seek to shame us, v.8a “don’t be ashamed”
a. Be prepared for shame-based attacks towards the gospel.
For 2,000 years critics of Christianity have tried to undermine it based upon shame. The Jews of the first century couldn’t get past the verse that says “anyone hung on a tree is under God’s curse” (Deuteronomy 21:23) and the philosophers thought it to be nonsense. Even today we hear the underlying theme of shame when someone asks, “How can a loving God send anyone to hell?” Because shame is such a powerful emotion and motivator, it’s our job to put shame in the proper context: Jesus endured the shame of the cross to take away our shame because of sin.
b. Be prepared for shame-based attacks towards the church.
Believers are saved sinners. This is not an excuse to willingly and knowingly sin regularly with the false notion that God will clean up our mess no matter how big it is. It is an affirmation that, while striving for obedience, we will occasionally fall and sin. The behavior of believers is a big target for those who seek to silence the witness of the gospel. The courageous response to shame-based criticism towards the church is simple honesty: God demands commitment, not perfection.
c. Be prepared for shame-based attacks towards you.
Anyone who has tried to witness to a close family member who is resistant to the gospel has probably experienced some form of a personal shame-based attack. This family member has lived with you, seen you at your worst, and knows your deepest secrets. Yet, this might be an effective way to communicate the power of grace and forgiveness. The honest confession of your failures and God’s willingness to forgive them can give hope to those who wrongly think Christianity is a performance-based faith instead of a relationship between a sinner and a holy God.

3.   It’s courageous to share Jesus when we know it will cause us to suffer
a.  We proclaim the truth of the gospel when we willingly suffer for it
It’s believed that most if not all the disciples were martyred because of their faith in Jesus. This gives support to the truth of the resurrection. Who would willingly die for something they knew wasn’t true? In the same way, our willingness to suffer for the proclamation and spread of the gospel demonstrates the truth of the gospel in an impactful way. Our suffering is a confession that Jesus was the Messiah, the Savior, who died on the cross to atone for our sin. It declares that He is alive today and rescues anyone who turns to Him in faith. It may sound too good to be true but it’s not.
b.  We proclaim the power of the gospel when we willingly suffer for it.
At the heart of the gospel is the concept of change, or transformation. And if you’ve ever tried to change someone, you know how difficult it is; it takes a power we don’t possess. The Bible describes it as becoming a new creation and likens it to a person that takes off the “old self” and puts on the “new self” (Colossians 3:9-10). This isn’t behavior modification; this is a new identity. Being a follower of Jesus is now permanently inserted in our spiritual DNA. Our willingness to suffer is an indication of how radically we’ve been changed and how grateful we are for it. 
c.  We proclaim the urgency of the gospel when we willingly suffer for it.
The Bible makes it clear that the gospel is a life and/or death proposition. This is serious stuff and Jesus made it clear His plan to save the world depends on believers like you and me telling others about Him. Unfortunately, our commitment to sharing the gospel can be less than urgent. However, this is not true for the person who willingly suffers for the gospel. The price they are paying declares the urgency for those who are lost to accept Christ. Our witness of Jesus through our suffering may be the last chance they have to turn to Christ. Every believer must be willing to suffer so that others can live for, in fact, that’s what Jesus did for us.

Conclusion: The Holy Spirit is the source of our courage to proclaim the gospel, even when we’re met with opposition. When we rely on Him while facing obstacles, the fear may remain but the courage He provides will be greater. 
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