Sermon Title: The Everlasting God
To be used with Session: 7 God Is Eternal
Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “God Is Eternal”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that those who trust the eternal God will live with Him forever.
Introduction: In a small village in England stands a clock known as the “Clock of the Long Now.” It was designed to run for 10,000 years. Engineers built it with massive gears, temperature‑resistant metals, and a winding system powered by changes in air pressure and human visitors. The whole idea was to create something that would outlast civilizations, governments, and generations. But even with all that brilliance, the clock still needs maintenance. It still needs human intervention. It still needs corrections. And eventually—whether in 1,000 years or 10,000—it will stop. Humanity can build a long-lasting clock, but we cannot build an eternal one. Isaiah says: “The LORD is the everlasting God… He does not faint or grow weary.” The best we can build still winds down. The best we can design still needs repair. The best we can imagine still has an end. But God does not.

1. God is not limited in any way, v.28

a. God is not limited by time, v.28 “everlasting”
Isaiah used the word “everlasting” to describe God’s eternal nature. It means, “perpetual, without end” and it shows God’s relationship to time. It’s a hard concept for us to grasp because we are subject to the movement of time, but God is not. He is without beginning or end and does not move and act in ways that are limited by time. This was a good reminder for the exiles in Babylon. God’s will is always accomplished at the right time.
b. God is not limited in His power, v.28 “the Creator”
As the “Creator of the whole earth”, evidence of God’s unlimited power can be easily seen. We see it in the formation of the mountains, the depth of the seas, and the intricacies of a flower. We also see God’s unlimited power in how the whole universe hangs together and functions. Each star in the universe is demonstrating a mind-boggling  amount of power and light, and all of this under God’s direction. Isaiah is reminding the exiles that God has the power to restore them.
c. God is not limited in His knowledge, v.29 “no limit to His understanding”
The older I get, the more I realize how little I know and how much I’ve forgotten, but God is not like that. Isaiah tells us “there is no limit to his understanding.” This fact impacts so much of God’s attributes, yet we rarely think in those terms. For example, we know God is righteous, but we can also understand that God’s omniscience is what enables Him to always does what is right, in the right way, and for the right reasons. Isaiah is encouraging the exiles to trust God even when they themselves don’t understand their circumstances.

2. God strengthens His people, v.29-30

a. He is our hope, v. 29 “strength to the faint”
It’s hard to know if Isaiah is speaking literally when he uses the word “faint” or if he means it figuratively as a way to describe a loss of hope. It could be both since the initial audience for the message seems to be the exiles in Babylon. Not only might they be physically fatigued but also living without hope. Their nation has been destroyed, the Temple is gone and it seems the God has been defeated by the gods of Babylon. Isaiah’s words are words that inspire hope in such circumstances.
b. He is our advocate, v.29 “strengthens the powerless”
As exiles in Babylon, it was expected of the Jews to assimilate into Babylonian culture and over the years, many of them did. Unfortunately, it’s believed their place in Babylonian society was at the bottom of the ladder, as servants and laborers. They were limited in the ability to make decisions and forge a life. They were captives, powerless to free themselves and return home. Isaiah promised them that God “strengthens the powerless” and God made good on that promise years later through the edict of Cyrus.
c. He is our firm foundation, v.30 “stumble”
No other demographic of people has the same amount of energy as “youths, young men”. But even the strongest among them become “weary, stumble and fall.” The exiles might be fighting physical weariness but also spiritual weariness. Immersed in a pagan culture and cut off from the Temple, the exiles had no organized way to worship God. Perhaps spiritual weariness had set in. Isaiah wanted the exiles to know they could still count on God and trust in Him. When life gets shaky, He is a firm foundation.

3. Those who trust in God receive the gift of eternal life, v.31

a.  His gift of eternal life renews us, v.31 “renew their strength”
It’s possible Isaiah is reminding the exiles of what put them in this predicament: they didn’t trust and obey the Lord. However, if they will turn from their sin and trust in the Lord, He will “renew their strength”; their life will not end. God will supply what’s needed for life to go on. Today, the person who rejects Christ and dies in their sin will not have life. Only those who trust in Jesus for salvation receive the gift of eternal life and we experience a renewal of God’s original plan for humanity.
b.  His gift of eternal life sustains us, v.31 “soar on wings”
Isaiah gives us a graphic word picture to illustrate the sustaining power of God’s gift of eternal life. It’s like an eagle that is soaring and gliding on the wind, putting forth no effort to stay aloft. As long as the wind continues to move, the eagle is sustained above the earth. Today the gift of eternal life sustains us during adversity and persecution. We know no matter how bad things get in this life, there’s a better life in our future and that knowledge sustains us in the here and now.
c.  His gift of eternal life is forever, v.31 “not become weary”, “not faint”
Isaiah ends his sermon of hope to the exiles by picturing an eternal future for them. It was unthinkable to imagine anyone who could forever “run and not become weary”, or “walk and not faint.” But those who trust in the Lord will experience the eternal presence of God and His eternal care. Because God is eternal, He will provide to us life that is eternal and we will live with Him forever. 

Conclusion: It is the eternal nature of God that gives humanity hope. Were God a temporary God, without the power to sustain Himself or manage and control time, eternity for us would not be possible. Only an eternal God can give eternal life. Yet it’s not a gift given arbitrarily. Our trust in Jesus opens the door for God to bestow the greatest gift of all: eternal life.
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