Sermon Title: The Great Reversal
To be used with Session: 6 God Is Life-Giving
Scripture: Luke 23:33, 24:1-12

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “God Is Life-Giving”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that the resurrection of Christ changes everything.
Introduction: I like to read. I developed a love of books as a young boy. Throughout my life I’ve read a lot of the books, even the classics, like “Horton Hears A Who” and “The Little Engine That Could”. What makes a good story is a sudden or unexpected turn or twist in the story, sometimes called a reversal. In “The Little Engine That Could”, the little engine was asked to pull a heavy locomotive engine over the mountain. No one thought it could, but it did. That was unexpected. This Easter morning, we’re celebrating the greatest reversal of all time: Jesus has risen from the dead. And because the resurrection is undeniably true, it changes everything.
1. The resurrection reversed the label “lowlife” to “Lord”, Luke 23:33, 24:1-3

a. Jesus received the sentence of capital punishment by crucifixion, Luke 23:33 “crucified Him”
Luke was careful to communicate the truth of Jesus’ trial, death and resurrection. On three separate occasions, Luke reported that Pilate found no grounds for the death penalty. But the pressure from the chief priests, scribes, and the crowd eventually caused Pilate to succumb to their wishes. After this mock trial, Jesus was found guilty of crimes that deserved capital punishment and the form of punishment chosen was crucifixion.

b. Jesus was labeled a criminal, Luke 23:33 “along with the criminals”
Rome had many ways to administer capital punishment, but the worst form was crucifixion. It was the worst not only for the excruciating pain it inflicted, but also the stigma associated with it. Crucifixion was generally reserved for the “lowlifes” of society, especially those who had been found guilty of serious crimes. It was against Roman law for a Roman citizen to be executed by crucifixion. And for Jews, it was seen as a curse; Deuteronomy 21:23 says “anyone hung on a tree is under God’s curse”. On that Friday 2,000 years ago, the world pronounced its verdict regarding Jesus: He was a criminal that deserved death.

c. Even after the crucifixion, Luke still referred to Jesus as Lord, Luke 24:3 “Lord Jesus”
Luke had the benefit of knowing the truth of the resurrection prior to writing his account. He knew Jesus had been condemned to die by crucifixion. He knew that the religious leaders hated Jesus and His death was a tragic result caused by twisted minds. He knew that the crowd had scoffed at Jesus and regarded Him as nothing more than a lowlife who tried to gain notoriety by claiming to be the Messiah. But he also knew that the resurrection changed all that. The resurrection changed the label “lowlife” to the correct designation of Jesus: Lord.

2. The resurrection reversed the dead into the living, v.3-8

a. The women expected to see a dead body, v.3-4 “did not find the body”; “perplexed”
Jesus died at the beginning of the Sabbath so His body could not be properly prepared for burial because of the laws concerning work on the Sabbath. So the women who intended to prepare His body came to the tomb “on the first day of the week”. They had seen Jesus die and expected to see His dead body. When they did not find His body, they were “perplexed” which means “doubt; completely puzzled by something unexpected”. His missing body defied logic.

b. The angels announced that Jesus has risen from the dead, v.5-6 “the living among the dead”, “He has risen”
This is the greatest reversal of all time. For the very first time, a resurrection had occurred. During His earthly ministry, Jesus had raised the dead but this was technically a resuscitation that restored their life. Jesus however was resurrected, once dead but now alive and living in a new, glorified state. But these technicalities were lost on the women. The only thing that mattered to them was Jesus was alive.

c. The resurrection reversed their dead doubt into living faith, v.8 “remembered His words”
Paul wrote in Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message about Christ.” Jesus had predicted prior to His death that He would “rise on the third day” (v.7). After hearing the angel’s message about Jesus, their doubt was changed into faith, in spite of how incredible it might be.

3. The resurrection reversed nonsense into perfect sense, v.9-12

a.  The resurrection sounded like nonsenses to the apostles, v.11 “words seemed like nonsense”
Once the apostles understood what the women were saying, they saw it as nonsense and, humanly speaking, rightfully so. No one had ever been raised from the dead. To believe that Jesus had been raised from the dead and was alive today was simply too incredible to be true. The apostles wrote it off as wishful thinking or confusion caused by emotional distress. There was no foreseeable way for their news about Jesus to be true.

b.  The proof of the resurrection was undeniable, v.12 “he saw”
We’ve learned to count on Peter to take matters into his own hands. Upon hearing the news from the women, he “got up and ran to the tomb.” And what he believed to be unforeseeable suddenly became seeable. Peter saw two things that lent credibility to the women’s story. He saw an empty tomb and the linen cloths that had encircled His body. He saw this with his own eyes and the proof was undeniable.

c.  Peter’s skepticism was changed into amazement, v.12 “amazed”
V.12 says that Peter “went away, amazed at what had happened.” The word “amazed” means “to wonder” but it also means “admiration.” During Jesus’ earthly ministry, Peter had demonstrated skepticism and at times, downright disbelief. But when the Bible tells us that he left the tomb wondering in admiration of the facts, I see a Peter whose faith has been affirmed. My own personal view of this scene is Peter walking out of the tomb saying to himself, “He did it! He said He was going to do this and He did!” And suddenly, it all began to make sense to Peter.


Conclusion: The resurrection changes everything. If you’ve been labeled in an unfavorable way, the resurrection can change that. If you’ve never believed that a God would love you so much that He would send His Son to die for you, the resurrection can change that. If you’ve never been able to make sense out of this fallen world, the resurrection can change that. The resurrected Jesus declares that you can be saved, forgiven, and faithful. 
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