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Spring 2026
Bible Studies For Life: God Is: 
Understanding the Character of God

Sermon Title: The Righteous Judge
To be used with Session 3: God Is Just
Scripture: Psalm 97:1-12

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “God Is Just,” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that Because God is righteous, He alone establishes justice.
Life Connection: This sermon seeks to affirm the stability and righteousness of God’s commands. Trust is a key player in meaningful relationships and trust erodes when a person’s words and actions don’t match. Affirming God’s righteousness and justice stabilizes and deepens our relationship with Him.
Introduction: Recently we’ve been seeing headlines in the news that start out with, “Federal Judge Strikes Down . . .” Even if we’re familiar with the checks and balances incorporated into the legal process, such headlines can promote confusion and skepticism toward our justice system. How can a law that was in place suddenly be declared as unconstitutional? And how can a single judge make such a decision? Thankfully, God isn’t like that. Because He is righteous, we can count on His decrees and commands to be unchanging and in our best interest.

1. Psalm 97:1-5. God reigns with power
The Psalmist begins by declaring a timeless truth about God: He reigns! The mention of “His throne” (v.2) portrays God as King who rules over all creation. Earthly kings have tried to conquer the world but none have been successful compared to God’s reign. They have failed because they lacked the power to establish their control. Only God has the power to light up the world with lightening or melt mountains like wax. 

	 This reveals an important truth: it takes power to implement justice. Our legal system is based on this principle. We elect or install people in positions of power that can then implement justice for those who need it. But it’s not a perfect system. Sometimes rulings or verdicts are flawed by human error or a lack of resources to uncover the truth. God, however, has no flaws and lacks nothing. He implements justice in all He does because He has the power to do it.

Application: We can trust in God’s decrees and commands because He has the power to establish them. 


2. Psalm 97:6-9. God’s judgments are righteous and just
We saw earlier that God’s reign is marked by “righteousness and justice” (v.2). Because God always does the right thing, at the right time, and in the right way, He is just in all He does. His righteousness and justice never waver; they are the “foundation of His throne” (v.2).

	For the Psalmist, God’s righteousness and justice are reliable because they can be seen. V.6 reminds us God has revealed His righteousness through creation and His justice through His judgments (v.8). Unlike false gods who can’t speak and are powerless, God has powerfully spoken to His people, showing them through His word what is right and true. As His judgments stand the test of time, we can see their value.
It’s significant to see that this is not something that has recently developed or occurred. God’s reign is eternal and rooted in righteousness and justice. This tells us something important about God: His justice isn’t reactionary or subject to debate. It is not influenced by circumstance or mitigating factors. God is righteous; God is just and His judgments will never change.

Application: There is no expiration date on God’s promises nor are they submitted for an annual review. We can confidently know that God will save us if we believe in our heart and confess with our mouth “Jesus is Lord”. We can know that He will never leave us nor forsake us. We can count on the truth that God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

3. Psalm 97:10-12. God’s justice benefits all who love the Lord
Throughout the Bible, God has put before us the option to choose blessings or curses. He gives us the freedom to choose but He responds justly to whatever choice we make.

When we choose to “love the Lord” (v.10), God will respond justly to our choice, and His response is good. God is just to those who love the Lord in these ways:
· Protects them (v.10).  Believers aren’t immune to hardship, but we know that ultimately we will be safe with Jesus in paradise for all eternity.
· Rescues them (v.10). The power of wickedness is death; those who love the Lord have been rescued from sin and death and its painful consequences.
· Gives light and gladness to them (v.11-12). Light is a symbol for goodness, truth, and salvation; those who have seen the light are glad and thankful for it.
 
Conclusion: God alone is perfect in every way which means only He is qualified to judge and implement justice. One day, His justice will be put on full display. Jesus will return as Judge and will correctly administer God’s justice. For those who have rejected Jesus, their punishment will be painful and eternal. For those who have followed Jesus, their reward will be eternal blessings. And in both cases, God has dealt with us justly.

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City, GA. Robbie has served in local churches in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. He and his wife, Terri, live in Nashville, Georgia. 
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