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God Is: Understanding the 
Character Of God


God Is Faithful: Sermon Five
Sermon Title: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
To be used with Session: 5. God Is Faithful
Scripture: Lamentations 3:21-24

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “God Is Faithful”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that God is faithful to His people and His promises.
Introduction: Generally speaking, people tend to hold on to things that are dependable and discard those things that aren’t. Eventually we will replace an old vehicle that has mechanical problems with a more dependable vehicle. The lawn service that did a poor job cutting the grass won’t get a second chance. And we won’t go back to the restaurant that gave us food poisoning.
Unfortunately, people can come to the conclusion that God isn’t dependable and it’s usually because of tragic circumstances that have entered their life. They perceive through the tragedy that God has abandoned them and conclude that God is not faithful. But the Bible shows us that God is faithful. He is faithful to His people and His promises.
1. God’s faithfulness gives us hope
a. Hope under adverse circumstances, v.21 “yet I call this to mind”
It would be hard to find a more graphic description of adverse circumstances than what we read in Chapter 3, verses 1-20. The author’s suffering and despair represents the destruction of Jerusalem and the cessation of the nation. Life for the author has become painful and bitter. Yet he remembers something: “the Lord’s faithful love” (v.22). Remembering the Lord’s faithful love has a positive effect: “therefore I have hope” (v.21). This reveals an important truth: adverse circumstances are not evidence that God’s love for us has failed. To the contrary, adversity is the vehicle that delivers God’s faithfulness to us.

b. Hope when unwanted changes occur, v.22 “we do not perish”
“Perish” means “to cease, come to an end”. The fall of Jerusalem signaled that the nation of Israel ceased to exist, and the life of every Jewish survivor would never be the same. They were either carried away and assimilated into Babylonian culture or left in the ruins of Jerusalem, and neither circumstance was welcomed. But the author refused to see this as the end. He wrote, “Because of the Lord’s faithful love” this is not the end. Life may be different, but God still loves us and will watch over us.
c. Hope when we sin, v.22 “His mercies never end” 
The author has seen a nation, a city, and the lives of people he knew come to a horrendous end. If the author is Jeremiah, which is possible, he knows why Jerusalem was destroyed. It was God’s discipline for the nation’s sin; it was harsh and it seemed final. Yet the author still had hope in spite of the people’s rebellion and punishment. He expresses that hope with the words, “His mercies never end”. We define mercy as God’s compassionate response towards our sin in which He chooses to withhold the eternal punishment we deserve. Our sin can cause us to experience negative consequences, but because of our faith in Christ and God’s unending mercy the eternal punishment for our sin has been removed.

2. God’s faithful mercy renews us
a. His faithful mercy strengthens us to meet new challenges, v.23 “they are new”
The Greek word for “new” means “fresh”. The meaning is less rooted in a relation to time and more strongly connected to the concept of renewal. The author affirms that it is God’s faithful mercy that sweeps away his unrelenting despair and mental anguish. His perspective and his frame of mind is renewed when he considers that God has been merciful. It gave him a fresh start supported by his hope in God’s faithfulness. 
b. His faithful mercy renews us daily, v.23 “every morning”
The phrase “every morning” is the poster child for faithfulness. God provides us with a fresh start every day. His never-ending mercy is never delayed or delivered to the wrong address. God gives us a chance every day to put aside our worry and fear in order to trust more deeply in His faithful love for us. If we call this to mind, every day can be a day in which we honor and serve Him.
c. His faithfulness is greater than our failures, v.23 “great is your faithfulness”
We really can’t fully grasp the magnitude of God’s faithfulness to us until we compare it to our own unfaithfulness. The honest believer who assesses his or her life will quickly realize how often and how seriously we come short of the glory of God. On our best day our righteousness is nothing but a pile of filthy rags. It’s only through this understanding that we can see how great God’s faithfulness is. We are wretched sinners, yet God loved us enough to send His Son to die on the cross for our sin and this proves how great His faithfulness is.

3.   God’s faithfulness promises a secure future
a.  His faithfulness is revealed by His presence, v.24 “The Lord”
Someone has said when God is all you have, you’ll realize God is all you need. Everything in the author’s world had literally been stripped away. The city was in ruins, the people had been carried away into exile, and the Temple had been ransacked and destroyed. All he had left was God, but it was enough. Here we se another great truth about God. His faithfulness guarantees His presence with us. He will never leave us or forsake us.
b.  His faithfulness is expressed in His promise, v.24 “is my portion”
The word “portion” means inheritance. Because of the destruction of Jerusalem, the author’s inheritance of land or patriarchal wealth was gone in the material sense. Yet he still has an inheritance: the Lord. God’s faithful presence is a promise that gives us a hope and a future. It was a promise Jesus made to His disciples when He said in John 14:3, “If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.”
c.  His faithfulness is validated when we hope in Him, v.24 “I will put my hope in Him”
Generally speaking, we usually put our trust in something or someone we consider trustworthy. The author’s declaration, “I will put my hope in Him” demonstrates that he considers the Lord to be worthy of our trust. Being trustworthy is another way of describing faithfulness. The author knew his future lay with his relationship with the Lord, who has proven to be faithful. So he puts his hope in Him. Doing so declares the faithfulness of the Lord.

Conclusion: God is faithful to His people and His promises. His faithfulness gives us hope, renews our strength, and gives us a future. These are things every person needs and God graciously provides them for us.

Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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