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God Is: Understanding 
the Character of God


Sermon Title: God Is Able
To be used with Session: 4 God Is Omnipotent
Scripture: Ephesians 3:20-21

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “God Is Omnipotent”, this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that there is nothing God cannot do. 
Introduction: When our boys played intramural soccer, their coach made them do specific drills designed to improve their ability to dribble the ball or pass it accurately. Some of the drills were fairly demanding and sometimes a young player would stop in the middle of the drill. When asked by the coach why he stopped, the reply was sometimes, “I can’t.” The coach would reply, “Can’t never did nuthin! Try it again!” We know what the coach meant. The only way for the player to improve was to keep working at. Only then will his “can’t” turn into “can”.
God’s Word tells us that God can. He is all-powerful and that’s an important attribute of God. In fact, claiming to know God yet doubting His power are incompatible views. If you have doubts about God’s omnipotence, God’s Word can change “God can’t” to “God Can”.

1. God’s power is unlimited
a. It achieves His purposes, v.21a “to Him who is able”
The Greek word used that we translate as “able” is dunamai, which means “to be able”, but also “of power”. We get our word “dynamite” from it. Linking these meanings together tell us that God’s tremendous power makes Him able. The simplest application of this truth is God’s power makes Him able to do what He desires to do. If I say I am able to run a marathon, it means I have the power to run and finish the race. Describing God as able means He has the power to accomplish His purposes. 

b. It reveals His supremacy, v.21a “to Him who is able”
God’s ability to achieve His purposes also reveals His supremacy. God is superior to us and all of creation because of His unlimited power. He never gets tired, discouraged, or exhausted. Previously we learned that God is holy, which means “set apart” but also means He is supremely set above all things. Therefore, His holiness is evidence of His unlimited power. 



c. It invites our worship, v.21a “to Him who is able”
In verses 16-19 Paul prays for the Ephesians in very specific ways. He prays they will be empowered by the Spirit to grasp and understand their relationship with Christ and the scope of His love. His prayer reminds them of how God has worked powerfully on their behalf and it invites them to worship Him. When we recognize all God has done to demonstrate His love for us even while we were sinners, the right response is to bow before Him and worship.

2. God’s power goes beyond us
a. It goes beyond our requests, v.21b “to do above and beyond all that we ask or think”
The Bible encourages us to bring our requests and petitions to God and most of us are pretty good at it. We rarely hesitate to ask God to work or act in a specific way. But sometimes reverence for God limits the scope of our requests, keeping it limited to our needs. Paul reminds us that because of God’s omnipotence, He is able to go beyond what we ask for. Going beyond doesn’t mean God always answers our prayers in extravagant ways (although sometimes He does), but it does mean God’s answer to our requests is always best.

b. It goes beyond our thinking, v.21b “to do above and beyond all that we ask or think”
In this self-sufficient world we live in, many people live their lives governed by their own intellect and wisdom, however limited that may be. Some of us have more intellect and wisdom than others and the difference can be seen in how we choose to live. However, compared to God’s wisdom and knowledge, we all are limited to a great degree. The Bible tells us God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts, His ways higher than our ways, and it is His omnipotence that makes that true. There is no idea God hasn’t already conceived; no thought God hasn’t already comprehended.

c. It goes beyond our expectations, v.21b “to do above and beyond all that we ask or think”
The inevitable conclusion for God’s power to exceed our requests and our thoughts is to see it go beyond what we expect. We must remember that God is also a God of mercy and grace, which both exceed our expectations and it’s what makes God so awesome. Because of our sin, we deserve death and punishment, but God has worked powerfully to exceed what we deserve or expect and graciously saves us when we put our faith in Christ.


3. God’s power works in us
a. It strengthens us through the Spirit, v.21c “the power that works in us”
Previously in v.16 Paul asked God to strengthen the Ephesians “through His Spirit”. If you’ve ever tried to change someone’s views or encourage someone who is depressed, you know how difficult that can be. But God’s omnipotence enables Him to inwardly motivate us and strengthen us. The Spirit powerfully teaches, guides, and reminds us of all Jesus has done.

b. It sanctifies us, v.21c “the power that works in us”
Perhaps there is no greater example of God’s power at work in us than a life that has been transformed into the likeness of Christ. As God’s power works in us to sanctify us, sinful habits and hardened hearts are transformed. The change is real and can be seen in how we live our lives differently now that we follow Jesus.

c. It empowers us to glorify Him, v.21c – 22a v.21c “the power that works in us – to Him be glory”
There is only one way wretched sinners can bring glory to God: it is through His power at work in us. On our best days and in our own strength, we still fail and make mistakes. Yet God still empowers us to minister in His name, to be on mission for the kingdom, and to extend the love of Christ to the lost. Our lives become testimonies to the power of God who changes us and molds us more and more into His image.

Conclusion: There is nothing God cannot do. His power is unlimited and he demonstrates it in many ways. But simply saying God is omnipotent misses the mark of His intentions for us. He desires to work powerfully in the lives of His people and, when He does, He is glorified and we are sanctified by a deeper relationship with Him.
Robbie Peay is the pastor of First Baptist Church Ray City. He and his wife Terri have 3 grown boys, two who live in Georgia and one that lives in North Carolina.
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