Bible Studies For Life: God is: Understanding the Character of God
Supports: Session 2 – God is Love
Possible Sermon Title: Abundant Love
Scripture: Psalm 36:5-10
The Point: We can only truly know love by knowing God.

Life Connection: In our world today, the word “love” is over-used and misapplied. We declare we love our family, but we also love chocolate. Obviously, we’re using the word differently in each case, but it shows how casually we use the word “love.” What love is and how it is expressed has been redefined in many ways and much of that information is not good. We need to rediscover the value and meaning of love and the best place to start is with God. He is love and we can only truly know love by knowing Him.

Introduction: Johnny Lee is a country music singer. In 1980 he released the song, “Lookin’ For Love” and it became an instant success, spending three weeks at number 1 on the Billboard country singles chart but also appearing in the top 5 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart and top 10 on Billboard's Adult Contemporary chart. Its not often you find good theology in country music, but this is the exception. Johnny sang that he was “lookin for love in all the wrong places,”  and that’s a mistake people still make today.  God’s word tells us the right place to begin our search for love is with Him because He is love. Psalm 36 reveals the abundant ways God demonstrates His love towards us.

Point 1: Psalm 36:5-6. God’s love is boundless.
The Psalmist used a word picture to describe the boundless nature of God’s love: “your faithful love reaches to heaven.” It pictures an expansive, reaching love that has no limit and its scope is revealed in surprising ways:
· “faithfulness to the clouds” shows a devotion that never ends.
· “righteousness is like the highest mountains” shows an immovable commitment to always do the right thing the right way and at the right time.
· “judgments like the deepest sea” demonstrates the wisdom of God’s decisions towards us, which shows His love for us.
· “you preserve” spotlights a God who cares about His creation.

Application: No one is out of the reach of God’s love. It is extended to the rebel, the hurting, the abused, and the callous. Paul prayed that the church in Ephesus would come to a complete understanding of the dimensions of God’s love (Ephesians 3:17-19) and come to accept this one fact: God’s love is boundless.

Point 2: Psalm 36:7-9. God’s love is priceless.
The Psalmist used the word “priceless” to show the value of God’s love. He shows the value of God’s love not through examples of extravagance but rather, our spiritual need. God’s faithful love meets our need for protection, as seen in the word “refuge.” “filled from the abundance of your house. You let them drink from your refreshing stream” tells us His love meets our need of spiritual fulfillment and renewal. And v. 9 tells us, “the wellspring of life is with you,” which means God is the source and sustainer of our lives. These are our most basic and important needs, yet we can’t acquire them by paying some kind of price. For us, the solution to these needs is priceless, yet for God, His love compelled Him to pay the price to meet our need for a Savior who forgives us and gives us the gift of eternal life.

Application: Romans 5:8 tells us, “But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” He paid the price so that we can be saved and He did it willingly because He loves us. 

Point 3: Psalm 36:10. God’s love is endless.
Society is littered with broken relationships. People have learned the painful lesson that our casual definition for love allows casual commitment. Today many people believe that love ends. That may be true about superficial, casual love, but its not true about God’s love.

The Psalmist wrote “Spread your faithful love over those who know you.” The Hebrew word behind “spread” means “continue, extend.” It’s a plea that is rooted in the assurance that God’s love is a forever love and is asking for God to show it. He also asks God to continue to extend His “righteousness over the upright in heart,” which is an expression of God’s love. It’s worth noting that the Psalmist asks on behalf of “those who know you” and “the upright in heart.” Why would those who know God and are upright in heart need a continual reminder of God’s love?

We fail. We sin and we might come to the wrong conclusion that God no longer loves us because of our sinful behavior. We might think that our sin is greater than God’s grace and He no longer sees us as His children.

Application: God’s love is endless which means nothing can stop it or cancel it. Paul wrote in Romans 8:35-39:
 “Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: Because of you we are being put to death all day long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered. No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:35-39. 

Conclusion: The character of God shows us the right definition of love. It is abundant and is expressed in God’s faithfulness, righteousness, and judgments. It reaches out to us, paying the price to meet our greatest need, and stays with us throughout eternity. And when we have received this kind of love from God, we will know truly what love is.

