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Sermon Series: Seize the Day: Embracing a Mission with Purpose
To be used with Session 6: A Mission Without Boundaries
Sermon Title Possibilities: When God Opens a Door
Scripture: Acts 13:1-3, 44-52

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “A Mission Without Boundaries,” this sermon reinforces that sharing the message of Christ is a privilege because it begins with God’s initiative, not human ambition, and carries believers wherever His Spirit leads. In Acts 13, Barnabas and Saul are set apart in worship and sent beyond familiar boundaries, showing that gospel witness is not confined by geography, culture, or comfort. The open door draws them into new cities, unexpected opposition, and greater opportunity among the nations. Rather than retreating, they recognize that being entrusted with God’s message is an honor, even when it leads into pressure or rejection. The sermon shows that proclaiming Christ may take believers anywhere—but wherever God sends, His Spirit sustains and His purpose advances.
Introduction: Every great movement of God begins quietly before it ever becomes visible. In Acts 13, the mission does not start with a crowd—it starts in worship. A praying, fasting church hears the voice of the Spirit, and God opens a door that carries His servants from the prayer room to the public square. This Scripture is important because it shows us how God still moves His people today. When God opens a door, He is not just changing our location—He is expanding His mission through us. The same Spirit who speaks in worship empowers witness in the world. This sermon challenges us to see that God’s open doors are invitations to trust Him beyond what we can see, control, or predict. 

1. The Door is Prepared in Worship (Acts 13:1–3)
The church in Antioch acted on the first and greatest command—to love the Lord their God. That love was expressed through worship marked by adoration, praise, thanksgiving, fasting, and prayer. Their primary focus was not church growth, strategy, or expansion, but glorifying God. As a result, this missionary movement was not birthed from a roundtable discussion, but from reliance on the Spirit’s direction. They understood that true mission does not begin by analyzing problems, but by listening for God’s voice. They lived with the conviction that “Unless the Lord builds a house, its builders labor over it in vain”” (Ps. 127:1). Worship positioned them to hear clearly and respond obediently. If we desire God to open doors through us, we must first be willing to kneel before Him. Worship is not merely preparation for ministry—it is ministry. As Jesus reminded His followers, “because you can do nothing without me”” (John 15:5).

2. The Door is Populated with People and Pressure (Acts 13:44–47).
God opened a door for the church in Antioch of Syria, and that door carried Paul and Barnabas to Antioch of Pisidia in Asia Minor—nearly 650 to 700 miles from where they began. The territory was unfamiliar, but the message remained the same. On the Sabbath, Paul proclaimed God’s sovereign work in Israel’s history from Abraham to David and then pointed to Jesus as the promised descendant of David. He exposed Israel’s rejection of Christ while highlighting God’s redemptive plan, declaring that forgiveness and justification are available through Jesus apart from the Law. After leaving the synagogue, the Gentiles eagerly begged Paul to preach these words again the next Sabbath (Acts 13:42). The following week, nearly the entire city gathered to hear the Word of the Lord. When God opens a door, people come—but so does pressure. Pressure reveals where the gospel is flowing and where resistance exists. The gospel draws the hungry while exposing the proud. Gentile rejoicing provoked Jewish jealousy, resulting in resistance and rejection. Yet rejection did not stop the mission—it redirected it. Paul and Barnabas boldly declared that Jewish rejection fulfilled God’s plan to bring salvation to the Gentiles (Isa. 49:6). They understood that “In fact, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). This moment marks a major turning point in Acts as Gentile inclusion moves to the forefront. As saints, we must not misread resistance as failure. Often, opposition is confirmation that we are walking through the right door.

3. The Door is Preserved by the Spirit (Acts 13:48-52)
The Gentiles received the Word of God with gladness and glorified the Lord, and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. As a result, the Word of the Lord continued to spread throughout the entire region. Yet, opposition soon intensified, and Paul and Barnabas were expelled from the city. From a human perspective, the door God opened appeared to have been shut. In obedience to Christ’s instruction, they shook the dust from their feet as a testimony against those who rejected the message (Matt. 10:14). Then Luke records something remarkable: “the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:52). Their joy did not come from acceptance or success, but from the sustaining presence of the Spirit. As Scripture declares, “the joy of the LORD is your strength” (Neh. 8:10). Believers find confidence in knowing that God remains at work and firmly on His throne. God’s mission does not depend on location, approval, or comfort—it is preserved by His Spirit within His people. Like a thermostat that regulates temperature regardless of outside conditions, Spirit-filled believers live from an internal supply, not external circumstances. When God opens a door, He does not promise ease, but endurance. And when it seems that people have shut the door, we can rest in this truth: God opens doors no one can shut.

Conclusion: The same Spirit who opened the door in Acts 13 is still at work today. He prepares hearts in worship, empowers witness in the world, and preserves joy even in rejection. As you leave today, consider where God may be opening a door in your life—an opportunity to serve, speak, forgive, go, or grow. The door may not lead where you expected, but it will always lead where God is working. Walk forward with confidence, knowing that no rejection can cancel God’s calling and no resistance can stop His purpose. When God opens a door, He does not promise ease, but He does promise His presence. Trust the Spirit, take the step, and walk through the door God has opened.
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