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Sermon Series: Seize the Day: Embracing a Mission with Purpose
To be used with Session 5: A Mission Outside Your Comfort Zone
Sermon Title Possibilities: Sent On Purpose
Scripture: Acts 8:26-38

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “A Mission Outside Your Comfort Zone,” this sermon reinforces that the gospel is not confined by race, culture, status, or geography. In Acts 8:26–38, God intentionally sends Philip across ethnic, social, and religious boundaries to an Ethiopian official—someone different in background, position, and experience. The encounter shows that God is already at work in cultures beyond our own and calls His people to follow His lead rather than their comfort. By unpacking Scripture and pointing the eunuch to Christ, Philip models cross-cultural faithfulness rooted in obedience and clarity, not familiarity. The sermon challenges believers to recognize that if the gospel crosses cultures by God’s design, then God’s people must be willing to do the same.
Introduction: Most of us dislike detours. When the GPS reroutes us off the main road, we assume something has gone wrong. We think delays mean disruption, inconvenience, or wasted time. But in Acts 8, Philip is sent on what looks like a spiritual detour—away from crowds, away from momentum, away from visible success. Yet that detour was not an interruption; it was an assignment. God had already positioned a searching soul on a desert road, reading Scripture, asking questions, and waiting for someone willing to obey. This passage reminds us that God’s purposes are often fulfilled off the main road of our plans. Acts 8:26–38 matters because it teaches us that divine direction does not always make sense, but it is always intentional. When God sends us, it is never random—it is always on purpose. 
1. Sent to the Unlikely Seeker (Acts 8:26–28)
Philip is commanded by God to leave a thriving ministry in Samaria and go south toward a desert road. Humanly speaking, the instruction does not make sense. Yet Philip understood that God often calls His people to do what seems unreasonable. God told Moses to lift a rod to divide the Red Sea and instructed Elisha to use a stick to recover an iron axe head. In the same way, when the Lord sent Philip to a place with no crowd, no congregation, and no visible opportunity, he obeyed. God often sends us away from what appears productive to what He has already prepared. It is no surprise that on this deserted road Philip encounters an unlikely seeker, because God’s ways and thoughts are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8–9). The Ethiopian official possessed influence, intelligence, and income, yet his Gentile identity and status as a eunuch placed barriers before him. Still, he sincerely searched the Scriptures. God targeted him deliberately, proving that the gospel moves beyond cultural boundaries. God is not impressed by numbers—He is committed to purpose.

2. Sent to Unpack the Scriptures (Acts 8:28–35)
Philip hears the man reading from Isaiah out loud, and the Spirit prompts him to ask one simple yet powerful question: “Do you understand what you are reading?” Throughout Scripture, God calls His people not merely to read His Word, but to understand it. Proverbs 4:7 declares, “Wisdom is supreme—so get wisdom. And whatever else you get, get understanding.” The Ethiopian eunuch responds honestly, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:31). Though he had access to the Scriptures, without explanation he lacked understanding. Philip did not offer personal opinions, engage in theological debate, or rely on tradition or human philosophy. Instead, beginning with the very passage the eunuch was reading from Isaiah, Philip preached Jesus. Scripture rightly explained always leads to Christ clearly proclaimed. Philip started where the man was, stayed with the text, and showed him Jesus from the Word. As Romans 10:14 teaches, people cannot believe without being taught. God calls us not merely to quote Scripture, but to explain it faithfully, rightly dividing the Word of truth, because the Scriptures testify of Jesus Christ. 

3. Sent to Usher Surrender to Christ (Acts 8:36–38)
Philip explained that Jesus is the way of salvation, and the Ethiopian eunuch believed and confessed unto salvation. As they continued traveling, the eunuch saw water and asked the right question:  “What would keep me from being baptized?” Philip had clearly taught him that repentance and faith are followed by baptism. Every barrier that once excluded him—his race, his status, and his condition—had now been removed. Faith had been birthed, and surrender followed immediately. He did not delay, negotiate, or ask for more time; he simply responded in obedience. Baptism did not save him, but it confirmed his surrender to Christ. He denied himself, took up his cross, and followed the Lord Jesus (Matt. 16:24). James 2:17 reminds us that “faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself,” and baptism became the outward expression of his inward faith. This moment is the difference between agreeing with a diagnosis and submitting to surgery. The Ethiopian official did not merely believe information—he surrendered his life. When Christ is truly embraced, obedience is public, clear, and immediate.

Conclusion: Acts 8 is not just a story about Philip; it is a snapshot of the church on mission. God sends ordinary believers into ordinary moments to accomplish extraordinary purposes. You may never stand in a pulpit or travel to a desert road, but you are still sent—to your home, your job, your neighborhood, your circle of influence. The same Spirit who directed Philip now indwells us. The same gospel that transformed the eunuch still saves today. The challenge is to live with intentionality, awareness, and obedience. Do not underestimate the power of one conversation guided by God. Leave today understanding this: your life is not random, your placement is not accidental, and your obedience matters. You are sent—on purpose.
Author Bio
Dr. Brian M. Carmichael Sr. is pastor of Holy Temple Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Stacey, have four children, two daughters-in-law, and two grandchildren, with one expected. He serves as Black Church Specialist for the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board and adjunct faculty at Union University’s MCUTS.


[image: ]©Lifeway Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com 
 
[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]
© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources
www.biblestudiesforlife.com
www.lifeway.com/you

image1.png
STUDIES
FOR LIFE




image2.png
LiféWay | Adults




image3.png
Lifeway




