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Sermon Series: Seize the Day: Embracing a Mission with Purpose
To be used with Session 3: A Mission Met with Courage
Sermon Title Possibilities: Courage Under Fire!
Scripture: Acts 4:1-3, 8-12, 19-20

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “A Mission Met with Courage” this sermon supports the truth that God gives us courage to speak boldly about Christ by showing that biblical courage is not self-produced but God-enabled. In Acts 4, Peter and John speak boldly not because circumstances are favorable, but because obedience to God demands it. Their courage flows from confidence in Christ’s resurrection and submission to God’s authority over human threats. The sermon emphasizes that God does not remove opposition; He supplies boldness within it. By highlighting their refusal to be silent, the message shows that those who truly know Christ are compelled to speak. Courage to witness is the result of trusting God to empower obedience, even under pressure.
Introduction: Courage is easy when you hear the humanity’s applause and agreement. It is not difficult when you feel the support of others. It does not take much resolve to follow Christ when your faith is celebrated and your obedience is rewarded. Peter reminds us in his first letter that the true test of faith comes when doing what is right brings resistance rather than approval (1 Pet. 2:20). Acts 4 reminds us that following Christ does not remove pressure—it often increases it. The gospel does not always invite applause; sometimes it invites opposition.
Peter and John discovered that obedience to Christ placed them directly in the line of fire. Threatened, warned, and commanded to be silent, they did not retreat or revise their message. Instead, they stood firm, choosing faithfulness over fear and obedience over comfort. Their response teaches us that courage is not the absence of danger but the determination to stand when danger is present. This message calls us to examine what it truly means to live for Christ when faith is put on trial and truth is placed under fire

1. Courage to be Shackled for Him (Acts 4:1-3)
In Acts 4:1–3, Peter demonstrates courage to be shackled for Christ by preaching when it was both a convenient time and an inconvenient one. He proclaimed to the people the message that stands at the heart of Christianity—Jesus Christ and His resurrection. Peter and John were fully aware that Jesus’s teaching had previously led to accusations of being demon-possessed (John 8:48). Therefore, when the priests, the captain of the temple guard, and the Sadducees became offended, seized them, and placed them in custody; they were not caught off guard. Jesus had already warned them that opposition would come, that hands would be laid on them, and that imprisonment would follow for His name’s sake (Luke 21:12).

Yet knowledge of suffering did not silence them. Peter preached knowing that proclaiming the resurrection would provoke hostility, especially from the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection and felt their authority threatened. Their concern was not the miracle itself but the message that explained it. Gospel opposition is rarely about evidence; it is about control (John 11:48).

Peter’s courage was not rooted in his personality but in the certainty of his message. Because Christ had conquered death, their shackles lost their power. Like a soldier who stands firm knowing capture is possible, Peter chose obedience over comfort, proving that Christ is worth more than personal confinement.

2. Courage to be Speak for Him (Acts 4:8-12)
In Acts 4:8–12, Peter displays unmistakable courage to speak for Christ as he stands before the same religious leaders who orchestrated Jesus’ crucifixion. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter does not hesitate, retreat, or reframe the truth to protect himself. Instead, he boldly proclaims that the miracle they are questioning was accomplished by the name and power of Jesus Christ. This Jesus, they crucified but God raised from the dead. Peter’s courage is evident in that he names their guilt without bitterness and exalts God’s work without fear. He exposes their spiritual failure by declaring that Jesus is the rejected stone who has become the cornerstone. He confronted them with the reality that rejecting Christ is rejecting God’s redemptive plan. 

With boldness, Peter affirmed that there is salvation in no one else and that no other name under heaven can save (v.12). In an atmosphere hostile to truth, Peter refuses to dilute the gospel or remain silent. His courage flows from conviction, not defiance, and from obedience, not recklessness. Acts 4:8–12 teaches that when believers are convinced of who Christ is and what He alone can do, courage to speak becomes unavoidable, even when the cost is high (cf. Acts 4:20).

3. Courage to be Stand for Him (Acts 4:19-20)
Peter and John display courage to stand for Christ by refusing to be silenced by the religious leaders. Standing before the same individuals who condemned Jesus, they firmly declared that obedience to God outweighs obeying men. Their response was not marked by defiance but by conviction. They understood that compliance to the council would be compromise. Faithfulness to God meant more than their personal safety. Courage to stand for Christ is revealed when faithfulness to God matters more than personal safety. Peter and John explain that they cannot stop speaking about what they have seen and heard. The resurrection of Jesus was not a borrowed belief or a theological opinion. It was irrefutable reality. Like a witness sworn in a courtroom, once they had seen the risen Christ, silence was no longer an option. To withhold testimony would have been a denial of truth. Their standing before the council was not a choice of convenience but a necessity.

This courage flowed from allegiance, not arrogance. God’s authority had surpassed all human authority in their hearts. Having been transformed by Christ, they were compelled to speak, regardless of threats or consequences. Verses 19–20 teach that when we are pressured to retreat due to opposition, real courage stands firm for Christ. Your loyalty to God should always stand despite the situation.


Conclusion: If the early church had chosen comfort over courage, the gospel would have never left Jerusalem. Courage under fire is how the mission of God advances. Acts 4 reminds us that the spread of the gospel has always depended on believers who were willing to stand firm when obedience became costly. God is calling this church not to retreat, but to stand—at home, in the community, and in the world. We are called to stand firm in conviction, speak truth with clarity, and trust God with the results.
Acts 4 also shows us that true courage for Christ is not one-dimensional. It includes the courage to be shackled without shame, the courage to speak without fear, and the courage to stand without compromise. When Christ is truly worth dying for, He is certainly worth suffering for. And when He is worth suffering for, He is worth standing for—regardless of the pressure, opposition, or cost. May we be found faithful, courageous, and unwavering as we live out the mission Christ has entrusted to us.
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